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TO THAT 


MOST KIND, TRUE, AND SPIRITED , 


FRIEND, 


(renee NAME I AM NOT PERMITTED TO PUBLISH;) 


Whose ape ond affectionate heart prompted the generous assistance | 
which tnt he ening to the Press, | 


FROM A a deaaiie OF THEIR SUPERIOR INFORMATION, 


As compared with the hasty performance of the former Editor, 


THEY ARE NOW MOST RESPECTFULLY 


“AS WELL AS 


TO THE OTHER SURVIVING FRIENDS OF THE LATE VENERABLE 
SUBJECT OF THESE MEMOIRS, 


‘AND 


TO THE PUBLIC IN GENERAL; 


_ BY THEIR RESPECTFUL FRIEND, 


SARAH MEDLEY. 
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I N this day of versatile composition, ‘there appears Tess 
reason than was apprehended on a casual glance, for 
2 apologizing to friends and the public, on the introduction 
of a new series of Memoirs, connected with other collateral 
subjects, after allowing the lapse of more than. thirty years 
_ since the first publication devoted to the memory of my 

revered parent, the Rev. Samuel Medley, and the highly 
favored and successful minister of Byrom Street Chapel for 


so many years: however, the circumstance is } not without 


respectable precedent. 

A new and excellent Memoir of the ss aaaty esteemed and 
pious Poet, Cowper, having lately issued from the press 
at a greater distance of time from his demise, and: the 


immediate appearance of Hayley’s Reminiscences of his 
and literary works, &c.; and another Memoir relative 


en high talent, benevolent character, and_ splendid 


“No doubt both: the cited’ 


more voluminous and minute information: than. could have 
_ been collected by their ingenious publishers, whose*com- 
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pilations made their public entré so soon after the removal 
of those conspicuous characters. I therefore, though of 
{ : date equally removed i in point of time, enter the field in 
most respectable company, and doubt not on perusal of * 
added contents, I shall be exonerated from the charge of ; 
needless intrusion on the public ear and attention, by all 
those his survivors who will recognise the various os 


J | useful qualifications of my ‘revered parent, and the total 

deficiency of characteristic resemblance, as it respects his 
‘= ~—sintimate ‘and judicious acquaintance with the ‘movement 
‘thee human mind, and his high conversational talents, 
through which, as a lucid medium, pleasure and instruction = a 
were 80 ‘frequently conveyed i in ‘the social circle to his: 
respectable surrounding auditory. 4 
“Mr. Medley, of London, no doubt fai done what be ae § 
could, and by large insertions from manuscript 1 remini- i 
scences of our sapient ancestors ; : 


And by of the of two 
| Sermons ;,and.then inserting a melange of Poetry, 
Rhyme, &c., by no means suffering from too nice selection, 
| or refinement of cortectness,: has,actually filled an octavo 
volume of 350 pages, without intruding on those. Provinces bog 
where Maree, with the delightful guardians of 
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with the principles of the structure of Poetry, or judicious 
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legitimate biography, truth and instruction, dictating by 
But a) count will, I doubt not, 


me, (and with plausible. appearance on a casual glance;) 


in the very unfenced court of literary equity ; to which I 


satisfactorily reply in a few words of information. . «You 
have,” these sagacious readers will say, “availed yourself of 


the previous Memoir in detail of leading: circumstances, 
communicated. by the. former editor, and only here and 


there improving the phraseology;: adhered. to’ his state- 
amend "The charge is undeniable; but 1 ‘ain fully justified 
in replying, with ‘truth’ and | sincerity; that:all; that part 


of the: Memoir which respects’ the interesting death-bed 
experience ‘of ‘my: dear: father, ‘was’: supplied: in ‘mane- 
script by myself; though unacknowledged ; so° that here 
we stand on even a on the most strict comparison of ; 


Butthere remainsa which 


in in dunt to my departed parent’s memory, must be specified 
the» present occasion. I refer sto the «very: defective 


“manner which the book of Hymns (preceded by his namie) 


tothe world acquainted 


choice on such occasions;i<some! few of 
them en masse, and averse or two occasionally given, ought 
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‘never'to’ have sounded’ beyond the. boundaries ‘of closet 
devotion, where private confession of heart-sin might 
possibly} in:contrast' with the inifinite purity of the divine 
Majesty, 'in-moments_ of: deep humiliation, have elicited 
‘such ‘expressions of penitent feeling; but with which the 
common. mass of readers, and the versatile, and the scoffer, 
and tlie profane, and the ignorant, into whose hands in the 
eommon course:of things, tlie book must fall, had certainly 
!nothing to-do. ‘Trefer forexample, amongst several others 
-not! specified, ‘to: Hymn 70th, verse 4th, and Hymn 77th, q 
ivérse 6th ‘and. 7th; the certain: consequences of which, and 
‘other inaccuracies, was that the work \in'a public point: cof 
 ‘view!immediately fell to! the ground. ‘No advantage, 
| —_.quite:the reverse, ) accrued tothe editor;:the property was 


on this with bfeclings of 
ithe! deepest: regret, with ministers and friends, who were 
lof'similar judgment, that many beautiful and highly poetic | 


bhave; iat the: of this work, introduced a specimen of | 


which» ifjealled:for, be easily increased froma | 
‘written/out in his ‘own. fair manuscript. harid,/and 
yet given toithe public in ual 
would my task (on such a 
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to select sit prepare in addition to those inserted i in the 

Little more remains to be added i in a i ely pot of 
+ view, as a few words of explanation or address head the 
different contents, which are. introduced in succession _ 
through the ensuing pages. May the new matter be as 
welcome and descriptive of my revered father’s varied 
talents, to his surviving friends, and as useful and im. 
pressive to their rising families, as the collection and detail 
of these authentic materials has been pleasing and bene- 
| ficial to my own mind. I doubt, not from the encouragement 
that has been given to commence and complete the work, 
that no personal’ loss from’ the experises of publication 
will be sustained by myself, and, with hopeful glance, 
look forward to a favorable. reception of all that is worthy of 
- being retained to the advantage, en encouragement, or ultimate 
and glorious aim of the pious mind. 

One remark of my father’s which did not eome to hand : 
till after the conversational and proverbial sayings had k, 
been printed, is well worth preserving, though a little out 
of place. To a friend who complained rather despondingly | 
of the disappointments he encountered, in trying to subdue 
- the irregularities of natural temper to the pattern of’ the 
Saviour’ 8 meekness, he replied, “ Ah! my dear sir, the | 
longer you live, the more difficulty you will find in bearing _ 
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Characteristics of Conversational Talent, in two parts : | 


. 


Ist, Sacred and Religious 99 


2nd, Facetious, witty, and adapted to the general purposes of Life rt 
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site of the British Museum: Mr. Medley continued 


The originals of the latter appendages to the ola ive 
either i in my own hands, or in those of my late father’s 
surviving friends and correspondents, now related by 
office to the flourishing Baptist churches, of which the 
seed plants were richly sown by the blessing of God 


on the laborious exertions of his ministerial talents, and | 


devotedness of every power and passion to the diffusion of 


knowledge and increase of love to the great Redeemer, 


i 


| The late Rev. Samvet. MEDLEY; of Liverpool, was born 
at Cheshunt, Herts, on the 23d of June in the year 1738. 
He was educated under his grandfather Mr. Wilham Tonge, 


of Enfield, a man of considerable learning, and great res- 
_ pectability in the religious ‘world.. His father, Mr. Guy — 


Medley, distinguished himself early in life as a scholar, and 
by his rapid progress in classical literature, soon obtained 
the approving notice of his contemporaries: he was chosen 
private tutor to: the late Duke of Montague, whom he 
accompanied in that capacity on a tour through Europe. 
On his:retarn to England, the duke gave the most decisive 


- proof of the high ¢stimation in which he held the abilities 


and attainments of Mr. Medley, by detaining him at his 
tesidénce; ‘which was then at the mansion now occupied 


in thishonorable:station:a considerable time, and was always 
one inthe gay and) splendid: parties with which he was 
surrounded, into the spirit of which he entered ivithi on the 
ex¢itement:and vivacity of youthful ardors, 
«i By) the interest of the inted 


vet, he did riot. continue very'long. On his return from the 
West Indies, it Gott" to his mind 


Attorney Géneralof the island of St. Vincent; cha howe- 
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+ reality and importance of eternal concerns; and having 
* obtained that peace which the world can neither give nor 
take away, through faith on the Redeemer, he resigned his 
splendid connections, quitted his station in the enchanting 
circle of wordly delights, and adding to all his other know- 
ledge the noble attainments of true religion, chose rather 
to suffer affliction with the children of God, than to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season. His highly. cultivated 
mind, amiable disposition, and polished manners, qualified 
him most suitably for the education of youth; and to this 
line of usefulness, his own choice, and the concurrent 
testimony of his judicious and encouraging friends, fixed 
his attention. He soon established a respectable boarding 
school at Cheshunt, Herts, and afterwards married the 
youngest daughter of Mr. William Tonge, of Enfield, who 
was in the same professional line, in the same place. By 
this lady he had three sons, William Tonge Medley the 
eldest, who was shipwrecked in the Fanny, Capt. Monklin, 
off Portland Place the 23rd of February 1760; Samuel, 
_ the subject.of these memoirs, and Guy, the youngest, who 
was lost at sea near Halifax, December 1765. 
Their venerable father, Mr: Guy Medley, sen. from the 
time of his conversion to.God, had the sincerity of his pro- 
‘fession tried by a series of almost uninterrupted afflictions, 
some of them of the most hopeless nature; yet-his pious and — 
resigned spirit. was, at times, amply compensated by a rich 
disclosure of -his own interest in the -plan of salvation, 
accompanied with those supports which its truth and beauty 
supply to those who put their whole trust in the merits of 
the great atonement. His-mind was thus in general kept 
calm and serene, and fully disposed to-enjoy those tem- 
poral blessings which yet remained to him -with a'truly 
grateful heart. . He was: grave; thoughtfnl, and sedate in 
manner, and possessed of ‘temper. 
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subjects of his conversation were weighty, his sentiments 
judicious and well adapted to illustrate them; and some = 
of the principles deduced from his observation and ex- | § 
perience, well worth transmitting as rules of cunduct to —— 
As a scholar, he possessed an inexhaustible fund of = te 
learning. He understood and conversed;in nine different | q 
languages, in most of which he was a master and aicritic. J] 9 
Manuscripts of his writing are still extant, in which we = j 
find Latin, Greek; French and German, recorded with the % 
greatest accuracy and freedom. His knowledge of natural . 7 t 
history, chemistry and experimental philosophy, were con- 


siderable. His distinguishing. qualifications introduced 
him to the acquaintance and friendship of Sir Isaac Newton, 
with whom he participated many confidential and highly 
scientific conversations. He had a compendious know- % 
ledge of the arts, as practiced in his day. At the request _ 4 : & 
of Sir Hans Sloane, he translated Kolben’s Present state &€ 
of the Cape of Good Hope, from the German, inscribed it 
to his patron, the Duke of Montague, and dedicated it to 
Sir Hans Sloane, with a very ingenious: preface, of con- 
siderable length, written by himself. He was also, as 
appears from letters still extant, frequently employed in 
revising the works of the late pious Hervey, particularly 
‘Mas, Thetonjand/Aspasio... 
| Occasionally, though not often, he excercised his gifts 
and graces in public and religious addresses: the: private | 
chritian’s sacred walk, however, was preferred by him, and | 
the meek and teachable spirit of a child in the school of S| 
Christ; like the great apostle of the gentiles, counting all a 
his. talents and, acquitements, but loss, for the excellency 
_ of the knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord, | Knowledge, 
_ he would say, only makes a man the greater fool, if it-does 
_ not discover to him his own ignorance, folly and weakness, _ 
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) and assist him in promoting the glory of God, and the 

good of his fellow creatures. 

It is to be regretted that’ the writings of our excellent 
» ancestor are mostly in short hand ; entire volumes of which 
) are still extant and in good preservation ; but the charac- 

© ters of that concise art are so mnch altered in the present 

© day, as to render the greatest part of them quite unintelli-_ 

) gible. We select a few specimens of his pious and highly 

© intellectual observations, not only as exhibiting the powers 

» of his mind, but as forming a correspondent link with the 

talent of his son, the subject of the following memoirs. 

) This excellent christian, after serving God and his gene- 
) ration many years, died in London, on the evening of the 

4 25th of October, 1760. 


cs We ought to the fall of Adam with equal filial 
‘ | and love, as if he was our immediate father. — 


»  ‘Inevery man’s lot there is the forbidden tree, Which he must not 


| fe | « As for losses in temporal things, they are by no means judgments 
™ toachristian; they are but gracious trials of his faith and patience, 
: _ and the blessed means of purging him from sin, and of drawing him 
p into a nearer reliance on the heir of all things; ‘so that his losses and 
© crosses do not now tend to undo him, but to awaken and transform 
= him: 1] Sam. xxx. 6. In the midst of his fears he is not forsaken; 
© 2 Cor. iv. 9; but ete his union with Christ, he is ever in safe 


The intoxicating of this need the Ditters of 


« The precious of the Bible, and of 

reading it, may be gathered from the hatred the enemy of mankind — 
© shews to it, by thrusting it out of his household, _popery ; which may : 
™ be rather indeed called -_ head Paap in the war he wages against | 
the church of Christ. 
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« Our gracious God still walks upon the sea, and moves in manya | 
trackless path, in the deliverance of his church and people. How 3 | 
ordinary is it with him to make those things, which in themselves are i é 
destructive, to be helpful to the deliverance of his people! Hethatcan | 
find a way in the seas, wants no means to help and deliver his saints: . 
and therefore let us never distrust our God, whose arm is not shortened, 
that he.cannot save ; who can never be brought toa non-plus, nor be — 

opposed in his method of deliverance. He is not only able to raise 
_ deliverance out of the dust, but out of nothing he can create the means | 
_ of our help ;:and not only out of nothing, but out of contraries: he can 
make contraries serve his ends: even his enemies are-employed to ac- 
_ eomplish the purposes of his mercy, When God intends to deliver his 4 
church, he often appoints those things which are in themselves destruc- 
tive, to be subservient in furthering his purposes. Yes, he can always 
find a way to his people in trouble, which way in itself may appear the _ 
greatest possible hinderance. As physicians order poisonous and de- _ 
structive ingredients to medicinal and healthful purposes, so God often 
makes those things work for us, which are intended as engines against 
us, making our enemies do his ‘will with their hands. ‘Then since 4 &§ 
_ God has ways enough, and can never be brought to the utmost of his 
_ thoughts; when your thoughts are at an end, learn to shut youreyes i g 
_ to things below, and turn them upwards to him, who rideth on the ‘s ; 
heavens, for your help: say with We know not what to 
do, but our are spon thee” 


oer” 


“gon, to whose memoirs we now proceed, was distinguished = 
early in life by a strong and active capacity, a quick per- =| 
ception, and most retentive memory, to which was added => 
‘great application. His studies were his delight; and the ~~ 
‘Tapid progress he made in obtaining the languages, anda @ 
general knowledge of literature, encouraged in his sur- | 
rounding family and friends, the most flattering hopes of 
his future usefulness and advancement in life. But, how- 
ever possessed of talents natural and acquired, which would 
have done honor to —— life, by some nnaccpupiahie 
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| motives of decision, he was bound apprentice to an oilman — 

4 4 in Newgate-street. ‘This situation was adverse to every 
> faculty and feeling of his mind: it precluded those further 
attainments in literature for which he thirsted, and inter-° 

"rupted those youthful connections in which he found both 

> stimulus and delight. 

From this sphere of action, so repulsive to his 

") genius, he therefore determined to free himself; and his 
r | plans were soon realized by the breaking out of the war 
in 1755, when amongst other incentives held out to induce 

)) young men to enter the service of their country, was that 

) of permitting them to serve their time out in the Navy; 

» and several companies came forward to guarantee the 

| freedom of the city to those who entered. By this grant he 

* became free of the cloth-workers company. This event 

| was peculiarly grateful to his ardent mind and hilarity of 

' spirits: he panted for opportunities of signalizing himself, 

where he could unite his fearless exertions forhiscountry’s | 
service, with occasional visits to foreign parts, and inves- 
") tigation of new forms and modes of life. His two brothers 
were also at this time in the seafaring line, which afforded — 

) additional motives to the decision of his choice; and he. 
entered the British navy with as brave a heart and as:fer- 
vent spirits, as ever animated a candidate for naval honors: 

_ His pious father and grandfather having found all their 

arguments, expostulations, and entreaties, of no avail) to 
_ shake his resolution, or alter his avowed) plans for life, 

gave up the affectionate and anxious contest, and com- 
» wmitting their highly gifted young: relative to the care of 
| Providence, with prayers and tears for his. preservation 
and welfare, exerted their interest to assist'his views, and 
render him every introductory aid in their power. Thus 
= brought forward, he| soon obtained a berth as midshipman 
hoard the a. fine gun 
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and there, though the deities required must have been) new 
and embarassing, with that quickness of perception which 
so peculiarly distingnished his general character, he was 
on the alert for information, and endeavours to ensure 
success, by the most unremitting and laborious attention 
to the duty of his station: determined to excel his con- 
‘temporaries, he never would admit of a rival; and thus 


obtained very early in the profession, the approving notice ( 


and high esteem of his officers; and he had soon the 
peculiar happiness to discover, in conversation with his 
captain, that he was educated in the family and under the 
tuition of his grandfather, Mr. William Tonge, of Enfield. 
This circumstance was unknown to the parties connected 
when Mr. Medley entered the service, and by the guidance 
of a good Providence, proved eventually of essential ad- 
vantage to his future prospects; as from the time this 
explanation took place, every attention that could reasonably 
be wished was shewn to him; and the captain gave the best 


proof of real friendship to his enterprising and spirited 


young officer, by taking frequent opportunities of instructing 
him in the scientific principles of the nautical profession. 
From the Buckingham Mr. Medley was soon after removed, 
with his captain and officers, to the Intrepid; on board of 
which ship he was in a short time made master’s mate; and 
inthat capacit¥ sailed with the squadron underthe command 
of the Right Hon. Edward Boscawen, admiral of the blue. 
_ Their destination was the Mediterranean, where they were 


_ stationed: upwards of three years, occasionally lying off 


= Minorca, Cadiz, and other ports in those seas. 


«Here we can scarcely avoid interruptin g our narative 
fot a moment to enter into the delightful feelings of an 
ardent mind, thus amply gratified with subjects for inves- 
gation and reflection ; and he evinced, by frequent recur- 
‘Fences: in’ future that he had a strict 
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a p observer of the various scenes that had passed under his 
) notice, in this active and peopled page of his life; and had 
formed judicious and beneficial conclusions their 
| import. There is, however, too much reason to decide, 


: that at this period he was not only careless of the value of 
an immortal soul, but lavish in licentious practices and all 
» profaneness. How often did he look back with deep con- 
a : trition and gratitude, to the long suffering patience of an 
> offended God; when he mentioned the awful length he was 


~® left to run in iniquity, and how entirely he was subjected a 


| : to the dominion and power of indwelling sin; removing. 
' willingly to the greatest possible distance from the fear of 


: God; and utterly averse to every serious reflection that 
4 hight occasionally intrude itself on his mind. Possessing a 
| considerable stock of classical learning, great resources of 


} genuine wit, and unbounded spirits; he was at once the 
>> inspiring soul, and high delight of the giddy circle with 
> whom he daily associated, and was universally elected the 
>) President of their mirthful and convivial parties. The 


volatile play of his mental powers thus became a dan- 
™ gerous snare to himself and all around’ him, and as he 
© frequently lamented in better days, drew him more than all 
» surrounding evils into the vortex of sin and folly; flattered 
@) and caressed by his light and profligate companions, he 

@ gave full scope to his reigning propensity, having at that 

® time no fear of either God or man before his eyes. Yet, 

though lost to the early impress of religious principles, he’ 

|) was not'wholly without flashes of conviction, that all was 

) wrong for eternity ; and in spite of his mirth inspiring 

3 - excitations, (he has owned ,) that these unwelcome visitors . 

= would momentarily intrude, and by their threatening aspects _ 
» casta chilling damp on all his sensual enjoyments. Casting 

= a glance one day on a favorite dog of the captains, that 
lay at his: he suddenl and with anguish of 
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on the memorable 18th, of August, 1759; under. Admiral 
Boscawen, against, the French fleet commanded. by Monsr.. 


10 
wished: he. was. that dog, that he. might have no soul to be: 


saved or lost. The effect of religious education would also. 


occasionally appear like flashes.of light in the dark and 


cloudy day, in that utter contempt.and abhorence with which 
he beheld. the. gross, superstitions of the Roman Catholic 
religion, so frequently exhibited in the streets of Spain; and. 


idolatrous worship at,theelevation of the host, and the stupid 
processions, that followed on these occasions, that he would 
put himself to: any, inconvenience rather than pass them, 


and. he, often declared that. had. it come to a trial, he would. 
haye suffered insult and abuse from the enraged populace 


rather than have. bowed/the knee,. or even. taken. off his hat 
m, honor of their self-created idol. He also retained the 


‘truest, respect. and. veneration; for his pious father and 


grandfather, nor ever. mentioned their names but with regard 
and. grateful feelings, always contending | that they were. 


host sincere and. upright in their religious profession. 
While he was in, the service he was engaged in several. 
_ actions with the:enemy, and always evinced great. personal 


bravery, and. excellent, conduct; but: the final; and most 
eventful battle in which he fought, was that. off Cape Lagos,. 


dala Clue, Chef d'Escadre., . This engagement. is, justly 
recorded: in history one. of, the. most) hardly. con-, 


tended; and desperate actions that:was.ever crowned with, 

and truly, affecting; . It; was soon, absolutely necessary on, 
board several of the:French vessels, to stove barrels of flour. 
that the 
through their; decks, and the: feet off 


g.custom,of crowding their ships; was enormous, 


tight be absorbed, which flowed in streams. 


though he pretended)not.to any christian profession himself,  - 
yet so heartily did he detest, the wretched deceptions, and _ | 4 
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| ‘the surviving seamen toslip on the gory planks. The station 


which Mr. Medley occupied during this tremendous action, 
was on the poop of the vessel, where a table and chair was 
placed for him to take minutes of the momentous process, 
immediately under his eye ; a charge well. suited to the 
‘quickness of his glance and the rapidity of his masterly pen. 

Here he had not only an opportunity of observing every 
circumstance that occurred on board the Intrepid, but of 
noting the enemy fall killed or wounded ; so closely were 
‘the vessels laid to each other. Thus fully exposed to danger 
and death, he continued one of the bravest guardians of his 
country’s honor, careless and insensible of the woes to come. 
The first circumstance that startled him was a shot that 


shivered the mizenmast, while the captain, first lieutenant, 
» .and master, were conversing together, the former leaning 
) with his arm upon it. . Through the good providence of God, 
) none of them received any material injury. 


~ A succession of terrible events now thiékened on his view. 


: Awfally distinguished from the rest, was the catastrophe of — 


a marine, who while carrying off his wounded comrade on 


his shoulders, was taken with a shot in the bowels, and they 
» both fell in dying circumstances into the hold togetlier. 4 


Not long after this’ woe had passed; the captain turning 


t suddenly round, called out, Mr. Medley, you are wounded. 


“T believe not,” replied my father, quite insensible to pain 


&§ from’ the suddenness of the shock: ‘turning Himself round, 
) however, he saw part of the calf of his leg was torn dff, by a 
) ‘cantion’ball, and lying 6n the deck, though ‘still’ adhering 
) ‘to the limb, by the outward skin. ‘I have frequently ble 
| hit Say, on relating this circumstance of War, (that it gave 
| ‘some alleviation to his feelings oti hearing of the instaiitane- 
ous death of our brave seamen, ih after ‘actions, Y to know 


‘from personal experience that ‘scarcely pain 


“was. ‘suffered. “The lacerated heroes’ being 
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paralysed by the instantaneous blow as to prevent all final 
agony, still in high spirits from observing the successful 
progress of the British flag, he rose, and attempted to walk 
_ down into the cockpit, but the muscles of the leg bemg — 
_ dreadfully torn, and the effusion of blood very great, he was 
soon obliged to accept of assistance; yet on meeting the — 
surgeon, his courage again rallied, and he saluted him with 
- “all safe yet, Doctor,’ in his usually animated manner. 
The memorable and glorious action continued some time 
longer, and then ended with the most decided success on 
the part of the British. The following list contains the 
amount of the English and French lines. 


English Line. Line. 


| , Guns. Men. re 
2Shipseach L’Ocean ...... 80 1000 runonshore 

Le Centaur... 74 815 taken. 
Le Temeraire 74 $815 taken. . 


Le Modest ... 64 750 taken. 


2)... 815), 
3} Ships each in 


and 3 Frigates. 


Total 956 7420 | © Frigates. 


) 


_ Totally incapacitated from fulfilling the duties of his © 
_ Station by the dreadful circumstance just. related, Mr. 
Medley was now obliged wholly to keep his bed, andevery 
‘day submit to the painful process of probing and cleansing = 
‘the wound. Such confinement toa mind all activity, and 
prompting him to athletic exertions, was a most trying | 
Feverse of circumstances: the wound grew still more irri- 9) 
table, no healing symptoms appeared: close confinement | 


q 


on board the vessel injured his health, and began todepress ; 
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his spirits, and heighten. the accumulating horrors of his 
situation. The attendant surgeon, ( the late Dr. Easton, 
of Manchester, ) informed him, though in the most consi- 
'derate manner, that gangrene was making indubitable _ 
appearance, and that, in his judgment, amputation of the 
» limb alone could save his life ; he concluded that one more 
- ) day only could be allowed for trial, and the dangerous 
7 appearances, if then increased, must decide for recourse to 
instruments. This alarming communication at once over- 
) whelmed Mr. Medley’s mind with dismay and anguish. 
His gay and versatile companions were removed, or disa- 
bled from all convivial enjoyments by the fatal stroke of 
pwar. He was left alone, disconsolate, without the support 
of religion, or hope in the mercies of God. Thus situated, 
” he began to retrace the past scenes of his life: the early\ 


a ' dawn of reason, the period of youthf ul instruction, occasion- 
. Sally revolving in his mind the pious example and guardian 


admonitions of his excellent father and grandfather, the 


: | prayers they had presented to heaven on his behalf, and 


| the agonizing fear with which their parting counsels and 


) blessings were mingled; particularly he. recollected the 


importunate anxiety with which they had impressed upon 
» him the long forgotten duties of reading his bible and 


¥ prayer. Considering his case desperate, he determined to 


) try their efficacy in the dark and threatening hour. .A dawn 
) of hope intervened, as it occurred to him that his pious 
> ancestors had encouraged him to call upon God in the day 
» of trouble, with assurances from his word that he would 


hear and. answer for the glory of his own name... At this 


critical juncture, it occurred to him, that he had. once acci- 
) dentally seen a bible in his sea chest, by whom deposited 

he knew not; but he rightly: guessed, by, his anxious and _ 
4 affectionate father. . For this long neglected, book, .which 
| had never once been sought after in the days of health and 
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_ earnestly with God for the preservation of Ins limb, ‘and 


4a 


hilarity, he now anxiously inquired, and his servant by his : 


direction found, and brought it to him: he opened on some 


of the devotional Psalms of David, and continued reading, — : ‘ 
much impressed with their sublime and beautiful aspira- 
. ‘tions. He could not, however, recollect in future time — 


exactly which of them they were, thus: rivetted 


attention. 
During these solemn and critical heute, sleep departed 


from his pillow, agitation of mind, and great distress pre- 
vailed, and he spent the remainder of the night in pleading 


restoration to wonted health. At this time these were his 


sole objects, the Spirit of God had not yet descended with 

divinely irresistible influences, to shew him the still greater 
‘necessity of a physician for his soul, and the imminent 
danger in which it was, by a depraved nature and sinful 


course, manifestly placed. ‘The morning approached ; and 


| with inexpressibly agonized feelings, he expected the 


visit of the surgeon: Mr. Easton entered, and what was 
the delightful reverse that took place in his mind when 
‘his surgeon declared the change that had taken place in 
‘the night was little less than miraculons, and that now there 
remained no occasion whatever for using the knife. My 
father’s naturally warm and grateful mind soon overflowed 


‘with’ pleastire, and sense of thankfulness.to God, on this 


almést unhoped for event. ‘He acknowledged this kind 
‘and immediate answer to his earnest supplications: and now 
thought ‘there must be something more in religion than he 
had before conceived of, and the advantage ‘of practising 
‘its duties with ardor and sincerity appeared in this instance 


in’ his own experience, as well as the fre quently ‘revived 


conduct: of his excellent relatives.’ From ‘this “time ‘he 


recovered gradually ; but his late serious impressions began 
to ‘wear with health and strength, as the 
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™ x cloud and early dew. About this time the: fleet 
4 j was oat home, and being still confined to his cabm, he 
owas permitted on his arrival in England to leave the service, 
~ till the full use of his leg and restoration to health were 
a completed ; and then to return or not, as inelination or 
_ future prospects in other Genctins should decide his choice 
Dor advantage. 
Mr. Mediey, however, with the genuine for- 
/titude of a British officer, still continued his hopes of future 
“honor and prosperity in the arduous duties of the seafaring 
"life, and energized by the flattering retrospect that he too 
. had shared. the: dangers and honors of one of the proudest — 
victories his country ever obtained, he resolved never to 
‘quit the service till he had-deserved and obtained the rank 
of Admiral, On his arrival in London, he was conveyed to: 
* the house of his grandfather, where he continued for seve- 
) ral months, confined to his room by the consequences of 
) his wound. Mr. Tonge had then retired from public life, 
and left Enfield ; he was at this period the highly respected 
) deacon of the Baptist Church: in the charge of the late 
) venerable Dr. Gifford. Here Mr. Medley was again sur- 
rounded by pious relatives and friends, from whom he 
frequently heard faithful admonitions and tender expostula- 
) tions, on the necessity of possessing personal religion: he 
» listened, but.no efficacious impression was made, and. his: 
grandfather’s manner being rather rigid and/strict, by no 
) means assisted even the natural influence of such addresses’ 
the lively disposition, and ardent mind of my father. A 


} companion so unsuitable to his sanguinary feelings only 
| wearied him, and he began impatiently to wish the resto- 
ration, of his, strength; that he might be liberated from 
confinement, with; its. irksome appendages, and return. 
again to the duties of his nanticali profession, to which 
was) by, every brave and honorable motive, 
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wound, agreeably to his wishes, healed very fastjand 
in the course of a few weeks’ time, his fine constitution — 
_ regained its youthful vigour, and his native wit and vivacity 
enlivened conversauon, and sparkled on his features. But 
it was at this juncture, when all was encouraging in worldly 
prospects, and his hope of promotion in the navy ripenin g 
into certainty, that it pleased God, (all whose works praise 
him,) to interpose with the sovereign efficacy of means, 
simple and common of themselves, but all-sufficient when 
energized by the influences of the divine Spirit, to spread 
the light and truth of his holy gospel in that heart where 
darkness, and the of per 
prevailed. 

» It had the custom of Mr. to 
some, pious work or other to Mr. Medley, particularly on 
the Sabbath evening. One of these sacred opportunities _ 

O¢curring, he was particularly anxious to know whether his 
_ grandfather »was going to public worship; the servant 
told himyin reply,-that:he was then looking out a sermon to’ 
and read,to him::read me a sermon, said my father, 
impatiently, he had better do any thing else, and continued 
heartily wishing the old gentleman would find a more 
profitable employment than spending his own breath, and 
wearying the spirits of his hearer, with such uninteresting’ 
stuff. However;he ‘had the prudence to conceal ‘the 
resentfultempersof his ‘mind -froni his grandfather, and 
preserve a tespectful:outward deportment. The subject of 
the discourse:in question, (a manuscript sermon of Dr. 
Watts,)..was taken; from:Isaiah xlii: 6, 7. “I, the Lord. 
have.called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine and ji 
and will,,keep thee, \and:give thee for a covenant of the’ 
people; for: alight of the gentiles; to open the” blind 
| eyes; tolbring out:th:prisoners'from the prison, ‘and them: 
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heard at first with his usual indifference and disgust ; but 


as that great and judicious divine proceeded to enlarge 


upon his subject, his attention was arrested, the powers of © 


his mind were gradually raised, and fixed on the grandeurs 
_ of the gospel plan of salvation: he heard who the spiritually 


blind were, of bringing those who sat in darkness out of _ rh 
_ the prison house by the condescension of an omnipotent — 
Redeemer, of the infinite necessity, and value, of such an 


atonement, and of the glory of God in thus saving sinners. 
He soon listened with profound attention, every develope- 
_Ynent of character met his case and situation, every 

application sunk deep into his heart, at once savingly 
_ convinced of his state before God, and the imminent danger 
to which he was exposed by nature and practice. His 


heart was broken under a sense of his guilt and misery, 
and the astonishing goodness of God in so long forbearing 


to inflict the punishment deserved. Mr. Medley was no 


- sooner alone than he for the first time in his life bowed — 
the knee, a sincere and humble penitent at a throne of 


grace. He acknowledged with deep contrition the depravity 
of his nature, the aggravations which attended his sins and 


transgressions, his utter inability to raise himself from these 


depths of wretchedness, and his. sole on the 


merits of the great atonement. : 

_ He was soon able to go out, and diligently attended the 
Ininistry of the late George Whitfield, of pious memory, and 
Dr. Gifford, in company with his grandfather, and it is 
evident from a few lines written by my dear father in a 
manuscript book, dated July 5th, 1760, that it pleased God 
soon to visit his mind with the consolations of divine love, 


and an assurance of pardoning grace through the Redeemer. _ 


The lines alluded to, belong originally to our sweet singer 
in Israel, Dr. Watts. | But are occasionally altered to suit 


the immediate circumstances of my father’s mind: but as — 
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they are saad at so interesting a period, we insert a tran- 
script of them, as exhibiting a delineation of those views 


and pore which then actuated his mind. 


Tn all my troubles sharp and strong, 
_ My soul to Jesus flies, 
~My anchor hold is firm in him, 

When swelling billows rise. 

His comforts bear my spirits up: 

 T trust a faithful God: 

The sure foundation of my hope 
Is ima Saviour’s blood. 


hallelujah sing, my oul 
To my Redeemer’s name: 
ayant Tn joy and sorrow, life and death, 
most of this sixes 
accompamed. him. td; dying day; the fulness and 
sufficiency of. the salvation wrought out. by Christ, was his 
darling theme, cheered the gloom of adversity, and crowned 
earthly enjoyments:with;their divinest pleasure, A visible 
and most striking change was soon observable, in his whole 
conduct depostment., His: hopes: of success, im the 


_ Navy, on which he had so fondly: built for happiness, were 


now’ willingly, relinquished, though lie had. been promised 
lieutenant’s.commission immediately on the expiration of 
his, time,, of which -but -a few months remained: to fulfil. 
This.mark of favorable distinction; flattering as it was, he 
now voluntarily resigned. All the powers of His mind. had 
received: a mew, bias, his. understanding was renewed. to 


excelient,and all the ardors of his comprehensive mind were 
soen, most, delightfully employed i in: the honorable. and 
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from ‘the: throne of :God: the 
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lived long enough to receive the desired answer to his many 
petitions at a throne of grace, for the conversion of his 
beloved and only remaining son: he died, with thankful 
acknowledgments of this crowning instance of the goodness 


of God, rich m faith, and heir of endless ‘glory, afew 


months after the blessed event took place. 


“In the month of December 1760, Mr. Medley made a 


\ mublic profession of his faith in ‘Christ, by submission to 
_ the ordinance of baptism, uniting himself to the church in 

Eagle-street, under the care of his beloved pastor, Dr. 
Gifford. ‘Thus, he not only received forgiveness of sin, 
but ebtainéd a good degree of boldness in the things that 
accompany salvation, which he now endeavoured with his 
whole heart to recommend to others by an holy conversation, 
and inspiriting example. To divert the tedium of hislate long 
confinement, he had frequently had recourse te the renewed 
study of the classics, the favorite-employment ofthis youth- 
ful-days, and with his exceedingly quick perceptions, and 


extraordinary tenacity of memory, he soon recovered to a— 


very respectable degree, the knowledge and delight which 
attend these acquirements, of which he availed himself in 


fature during his life. But‘his:mind recently enlightened 


by ithe inspiration of the divine Spirit, to see the necessity, 
and hail the power grace, and fulness of salvation, 
‘wroughtiout by ithe finished work of the Redeemer, now 
turned ‘with spiritual: ‘thirst to:the waters of life, which flow 

e glorious things contained in 


the holy scriptures, .of which he had so recently tasted, and 


landled and felt, became ‘his chief study and ‘enjoyment. — 


He retained considerable knowledge of ‘the Hebrew and 
by theikind assistarice of his learned grandfather, 
séon regained Jost ground, and made progress in ‘the’ ori- 
‘ginal tongues : ithe depths he waded.im ‘the celestial waters 
withthe more refined und ardent 
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desire did he pursue abeit course, and rejoiced in hope that 
_* the enlarged supplies thus afforded him, might further his 
future usefulness, and occasional attempts to recommend 
_ the truth and benefit of the gospel to his fellow sinners. 
- ‘Thus that God from whom proceedeth every good and 


perfect gift, gave the enlarged foundation of his future [i 


public labours, great popularity, and extensive usefulness. 
_. He had free access to Mr. Tonge’s very large and 
excellent library, and philosophical apparatus: his inves- 
 tigating mind was thus amply gratified with a discovery of 


_ the minute and beautiful in the drama of nature, and Mr. 


Tonge, from respect to the talents and application of his 


_ grandson, presented him afterwards with these ingenious 
_ devices to analyse science, and promote the finearts. Having 


for some time relinquished all thoughts of re-entering the. 
_ Navy, and being without any employ that rendered emo- 
_ Jument, he, by the advice of his friends, commenced a 

school in the neighbourhood of the Seven Dials, London. | 


_ He fully entered into the benevolent feelings which should 


_ always accompany this arduous undertaking, and laboured 
promote’ the best imterests of the rising generation. 
_ Havimg a natural fondness for the sprightliness and sim-— 


_ plicity of youth, he soon succeeded, by communicating to 


~ them the ample stores of his well furnished mind, to an > 
- eminent degree; and had the great reward of living to see 


many of his pupils rise to eminence in piety and scientific 


knowledge: nor is he now without many surviving wit- 
- nesses of the assiduity and success with which he promoted — 
_ the best interests of youth, for whom he retained se 
a peculiar tenderness of attachment. 
_ , On the 17th of April, 1762, he married Mary, the 
ihe of Mr, William Gill, a very respectable wholesale 
hosier of Nottingham. He then removed to King-street 
Soho; where his excellent method of teaching, and inde- 


3 
| 
| 
a 
| 
q 
: 
| 
a 
+ 
4 
ff 
4 
i 
i 
; 
} 
* 
' 
7 ; 
vad 
‘ 
& 
| 
| 
3 


fatigable labours, were amply repaid by an enlarged nnd 
flourishing school, which increased in numbers and esti- 
mation while he continued in London. | 
But another and still more important walk in life, was 
In a few years’ time, by the hand of God opened to his 
view. Dr. Gifford, of highly revered memory, (of whose 
church he was a member,) frequently observed and fully 
_ appreciated the value of those treasures, which so richly 
endowed his capacious mind, and peculiarly fitted him for 
the work of the ministry; and one day, in confidential 
- conversation with my father, suggested his sentiments on 
this subject in rather a decided manner. Mr. Medley was 
much surprised at this declaration from his learned and 
venerable pastor, as he had not at that time confided a 
_ single idea on the subject to any one, though it had occa- 
sionally been impressed with some weight on his own mind: 
_ After much relative conversation on the subject, he was 
encouraged to address the church from select portions of 
scripture on week-day evenings, and at other stated times, 
and fully approved by them, was called to the work of the 
on the 29th of August, 1766. 
| His first public labours were exerted in the selahbene 
hood of London, as opportunity occurred. The lively and 
affectionate manner with which he conveyed the truths 
which had warmed and savingly impressed his own heart, 


and that flowing elocution which was peculiar to himself, | 


_ with his zealous attachment to the pure, though humbling; 
doctrines of the gospel, soon drew large congregations — 
around him; and under his able and faithful ministry, 
many were, through’ the influences of the Divine Spirit; 
brought home to God, and rejoiced in the knowledge and > 
_ experience of that truth, which changed them from dark. 
ness to light, and gave them to of the 
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dence,” Many who knew. my dear father afterwards, said (on observing 
his total disregard of worldly concerns when they attempted to interfere _ 
_ ‘with the great concerns of his public ministry) “ That prayer was heard 
with a vengeance,” for he never shewed 
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‘Thus honoured by his divine master, he redoubled his 
diligence, and exerted himself to the uttermost for the good 
of souls; in private he continued to enrich his mind by 
close study of the holy scriptures: all the time he could | 
spare from the duties of his school was wholly devoted to 


_ this ruling purpose; he frequently encroached on the hours — 


of repose, and prevented the dawning of the morn, (in the 
poetical language of the Psalmist,) by bis application to _ 
these beloved studies. The seed, thus carefully sown, 
sprang up afterwards, in an abundaut harvest of scriptural _ 
knowledge, to which for reference, as illustration, or coin-_ 
cidence, few ever possessed such correct and immediate © 
recurrence: in this particular display of excellence, he 
was almost withoutarival. 
. On June 6th, 1767, Mr. Medley 


accepted a.call from 


the Baptist church, Watford, Herts; and on July 13th, 


1768, his ordination took place there. The ministers who 
engaged m the several duties of that solemn dav, were — 
prayer, and received the confession of faith; Revd. 
Robinson, of Cambridge, who offered up the ordination — 
prayer,* with laying on of hands by himself, Dr. Gifford, — 


_ Mr. James, of Hitchen, and Mr. Gwennap, of Saffron — 
_ Walden: Mr. James afterwards addressed the Congres 
| gation assembled, from 13th of Heb. ver. 17. “Obey them — 
_ that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves. Fur 
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- that they may do it with joy, and not with grief, for that 
is unprofitable for you.” Revd. Mr. Messer then prayed ; : 


| | Mir. ‘Gwennap gave the pastoral charge from 2 Tim. ii. 


15, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a work- 
man that needeth not be ashamed, rightly dividing the 


word of truth.” Mr. Medley was then called upon to 


conelude the duties of the day by prayer, which he 
offered up with the most impressive solemnity. He then 
took charge of the church at Watford, where he also 
continued to perform the arduous task of the education of 
youth. Here he established a respectable boarding school, — 
but the excessive fatigues which attended this important: 
station, united with his pulpit labours, preparation for 
which often occupied him. during great part of the night, | 
soon began to undermine an excellent constitution, and 
laid the foundation of painful disease, which increased with 
his growing years, and in a great degree occasioned that 
nervous irritation, and depression of spirits, which frequently 
injured the nataral elasticity and cheerfulness of his active 
mind, Finding his physical and intellectual powers were 
sensibly impairing, under the pressure of these excessive 
duties and engagements, with other trying circumstances, 
as respected the church over which he was placec 
committed his ease to God, with solemn pleadings for 
direction, and wisdem to diseerw and walk in the path 
allotted him, and eventually considered himself at rove 
liberty to follow the leadings of providence, whenever a 
door might be opened for the full use of his ministerial 
gifts, without the necessity of school business. At this 
crisis the late venerable and pious deacon of the Baptist 
church at. Liverpool, Mr. Livesley, on an occasional 
visit to London, heard of Mr. Medley’s popular abilities, 
eminent piety, and. unsettled situation at. Watford: he 
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been destitute of a pastor. _ After some letters had passed 
on the subject, the following invitation was sent by the 
church at Liverpool. 


Liverjool 11, 1771. 
« Dear Sir, 
It was with great pleasure I received your letter, and 
the contents increased it, as 1 hope the Lord will incline you to en 
the invitation. 

When it was read to abe church, a pleasure appeared in every coun-— 
tenance, which was succeeded by expressions of joy at the thought 
of yourcoming. There has been many an earnest petition sent up to the | 
Lord of the harvest, that he would send by the hand of whom he > 
would. We bv dear sir, these saace will be answered in your | 
coming. 

There are many circumstances that etstioly incline us to believe the 
hand of the Lord is in it. Brother Livesley’s hearing of you on his 
journey, and being directed to you, of whom he had not so much as 
heard, and also finding you so situated, as upon the whole seems not 
only probable, but expedient, that you leave Watford: such things ap- 
pear to us plainly, to be the voice of God in his providence in favor of 
your removal hither ; and which may be an encouragement both to you 
and us, to proceed with becoming prudence to a step, which we trust _ 
_ will prove, under the divine blessing, a mercy and comfort to us, to — 
| you, and many others. You would see by brother Livesley’s letter, 
how destitute this place is of the gospel: the 
Lord has much people to be called in this place, when he is avimasined 
send some one to prophecy over the dry bones. __ | 

_ As to the church here, that so earnestly desires a visit from you, 

_ modesty forbids them commending themselves; but hope you will find 
_ them a people, that have tasted that the Lord is gracious, sound in the 
_ commonly received doctrines of faith, lovers of experimental religion, 
and desirous to walk 1 in all ae commandments and ordinances of the 
Christian sent the church, with the important 
| duties you recommended, were kindly received, and hope in some good 
| measure will be pursued: and it is more and more our united and most 
_ Garnest request, that you will favor us with a visit at the time mentioned, — 
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and make it as long as you can, that there may be a mutual knowledge 
of each other, and a consideration of the things necessary and’ leading 
_ to your settlement among us, which we hope the Lord will accomplish 
shortly. We shall only add our earnest wish and prayer, that your 
mind may be influenced by the word and Be in of God in this very 
important business, and that you may come to us in the fulness of the 
blessing of the gospel of Christ.. We join in christian love to yourself 
and family, hoping to hear from you, and see you soon, which will be 
| Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate Brethren 
in the bonds of the Gospel. 


Signed, as usual, by the deacons and members, 
in behalf of the whole church. 


-P.S. Dear Sir, you have this pressing invitation heartily from the 
whole church, though only the brethren present signed it ; and it would — 
have been sent immediately on receipt of yours, but that they could not 


go well be got together till the Lord’s day. I hope you will find us 
when you come in a degree according to your wish, an affectionate 
people, lively in the things of God, and desirous to make you happy and 
easy in temporal matters, without the fatigue of a school.” wap: 


the latter. end of December, 1771,/ Mu, Medley first 
visited Liverpool, and was there two Sabbaths. The 


ines xl. 1, 2. “Comfort ye, comfort ye) 
‘le saith «your God.” &c. 

2d sermon.—Lament. iii iii 58. «QO Lord, thou has pleaded the ¢ causes 
of 
Bd sermon.—Acts “And acertain woman named Lydia,” 

_ Ath sermon.—Mat. xxiv. 20. “ « But pray ye that your = at be not 
in the winter.” 

5th i. 20. « Behold the Lamb of God, which 
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 6th-sermon.—John vii. 37. the la ay, that grt day ofthe 
feast, Jesus stood and cried,” &c. 


| %th sermon —Isaiah xlix. 14, 15, 16. 


8th sermon —Exodus xii. 13. “And ee blood shall be to you for 
a token,” &c. 


sermon.—Job xxix 13. “The bleasing of him that was s ready 
to perish came upon me.” | 


J ust before Mr. Medley’: from the 
following” call of the church was to him. 


“To our much esteemed. brother, and servant. of Jesu, Christ, 
Samuel ‘Medley, _ 


We, the church of Christ meeting at the bottom of Dale-street, in 
Liverpool, wish grace, mercy, and peace may be multiplied to you, from 
God our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Berovepintae Lonp, 
We thought it needful, before the of 
God called you away from us at this time, to return you our humble, — 
hearty, and sincere thanks, for the kind visit you have made us,and 
more especially for the word of God you have preached among us, which. 
we must acknowledge, with thankfulness to God, hath been not only to 
our ‘greatest satisfaction | in ‘all respects, but also to the great comfort, 
quickening, and refreshment of ‘oursouls, inthe things of God; and 
we trust has, been: blessed td many others, whe have attended ; so that: 
we do solemnly, i in the fear of God, and with all our hearts, give you 
this.public and united call, to;come among’ us, statedlyto preach the 
word of God to us: believing, from the many.remarkable-footsteps of 
providence, with which our interview has been-attended, and the general 
approbation and blessing, with which your labours have been owned, 
that it is the will of the great Head of the church, you should be em- 
ployed in this part of his vineyard: and knowing, that it is the will of 
God; thatithey, who preach the gospel, should live of the gospel, so we, 
as the Lord shall enable us, do purpose to provide a comfortable main- 
you: and ‘yours, We: therefore conclude, hoping, and 
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quiibon: it will only be, that we may receive you for ever. We remain, 
with our christian love, wishing you a comfortable journey by the will 
of God, and a ia sight of your family and friends, 


Dear Brother, 


Your affectionate Brethren, 


for Jesus’ sake. 


ne &o. by the deacon and members, 
nape behalf of the whole church. 


“On the 15th of April, 1772, Mr. Medley and his family 
arrived in Liverpool, where he immediately commenced 
the duties of his ministerial office. At that time the interest 
was very low; and the ordinance of Christian baptism an 
offence to many. Much prejudice was to be encountered, 
and many obstacles then existed, which continued in direct 
opposition, till the rising tewn assumed a more liberal and 
enlightened spirit. "The church was small, consisting only of 
sixteen members: the congregation met in a room, and with 
respect to outward appearances, things were discouraging, 
-and much remained to be done: It pleased God, however, 
who had called his divinely qualified servant te the la- 
borious station, to enable him steadily ‘to -exert «his 
eminent gifts for the rise of its decline: ‘the little ‘one 
soon ‘became many, the weak strong, and ‘the feeble ex- 
‘altingly said,’ I will goin the strength of the Lord my 
God. It was the business and blessedness-of my father’s 
life (to use his own ardent expression) to preach the. gospel 
of his Lord and ‘Saviour Jesus Christ. ‘Relieved fromthe 


anxious cares of educating yeuth, and favored with: full 
scope for his talents andacquired advantages, his ministry 


soon: became extensively popular; both in Liverpool and 
the adjacent towns. He: visited London annually, where 
the largest auditories:that ever collected, attended 
his ministry ;, and great: numbers: referred) the means ‘of 
their salvation; through the divine Spirit,.to:his instrumen- 
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tality, and manifested in their walk and conversation, the 


truth and beauty of gospel faith and holiness. 
Meantime, the congregation at Liverpool had so con- 


‘siderably increased, :that in the following year, 1773, it 
Was found necessary to enlarge the place of worship; and 


all the additional seats were soon occupied by steady and 


attentive hearers. His popularity still advanced in the 


town, and many who had no respect for the distinguishing ~ 
doctrines of the gospel, were irresistibly attracted by his 
commanding eloquence, and highly estimated the brilliant 


-gallies of his enlivening wit, or the consoling advice and 
of his sympathizing friendship. 


Here we judge it appropriate to present a well sttetted 
sketch of those strikingly characteristic excellencies, by 
which he attained a good report, and maintained so great 
an ascendency in spiritual things, both in the world and 
the church: the unfailing spring and rich source from which 
he drew the influence of his graces, was the supremacy and 
ardor of the love he bore his divine Lord and Saviour; he _ 
delighted in the name and offices of Jesus, and was so _ 
deeply impressed with his claims to the homage of every 
heart, that he considered want of love to himasthe source — 
of human misery, and. the darkest. stain of ingratitude. — 
The doctrines he enforced and .maintained were—the 
sovereign electing love of God, in all its mystery and 
majesty ; the divine nature of the person of Christ, his 
wonderful condescension in taking the ruin and curse of — 
our fall npon himself, and the: complete suitableness. and 


sufficiency of the salvation wrought by him for wisdom, 
- Sanctification and redemption, to all who seek forgiveness — 


through that worthy name. On these topics, most animating 


_ to his own heart, how often have his delighted hearers 
attended, while he seemed to exhaust the. powers of lan- 


guage, and brought forth a succession of illustrating truths, 
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embodied in rapid and richly flowing eloquence, though still 
humiliatingly sensible of the superiority of his subject to | 
all created faculties. He would in the course of his’ 
sermons frequently intimate a full conviction of his own 
inability, and conclude his glowing periods with that ador- 
ing exclamation of Paul, “Oh! the height and breadth, and 
depth and length of the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge.” A great part of this heavenly ardor no doubt 
proceeded from the manner in which he was always 
affected, when reflecting on the love and grace of the 
Sesdelelt manifested to himself, who formerly committed 
iniquity with greediness ; but now, was not only forgiven 
and accepted in the beloved, but honored with a full com- 
mission to preach the gospel he once despised, and endowed 
with native and spiritual energies to represent his present 
, and everlasting benefit to perishing sinners. Judiciously 
' satisfied of the holy tendency of this principle of supreme 
love to Christ, he used to delight in displaying its purifying ~ 
influence, instead of a thousand lesser arguments, when he 
inculcated unreserved obedience to the whole will of God, 
and endeavoured to stir up believers to that holy diligence 
recommended by the great Apostle, to make their calling 
and election sure, that so an abundant entrance might be 
ministered. unto them; and his frequent pleadings and 
impressive the consciencious discharge of 
the duties of the various relative stations of life, were gene- 
. Yally enforced by this grand: and ruling. motive of the ~ 
Christian breast, “the love of Christ constraineth 
ported and animated by this doctrine, contained in the 
_ lively oracles of truth, he exerted himself to the utmost of 
his physical powers; to further and advance the knowledge _ 
of it, in nothing either terrified by the frowns, or allured 
by the smiles of the world: his prevailing desire was not . 
to shine as a scholar or critic, though amply qualified for — 
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: both, but to glorify God, by using his own appointed means 
_ to bring lost sinners to the foot of the cross, ever accom- § 
panied with adoration of the divine aids of the Holy Spirit, © : 


without whose enlightenings, none can truly call Jesus & 


d.” He considered the inseparable effect, and in- § 
‘dispensable evidence of love to’ Christ, to be love to his | 
_ people: of this benign principle, his own conduct exhibited | 
@ warm and cordial example ; he rejoiced in the prosperity 
‘of the individuals’ who composed his beloved church 
‘congregation, he sympathized with them in their adversity, 
he warned, exhorted, or encouraged them in times of trial, 
ag various circumstances occurred; his different temper and 
disposition’ were displayed, and often, very often, forgot his 
own feelings, to sustain those of his beloved charge ; and 
-there are yet some Christians of various ages living, who 
recollect, and have repeated in my hearing, with tears of 
most grateful remembrance, the tender and very beneficial 
visits they received on’ these occasions, the consolations — 
which he supphed, and the weepmg supplications which he 
presented to heaven on their behalf, the parental tenderness 
of his judicious and well timed advice, and the ardor with 
which he embraced every opportunity of assisting to relieve 
their temporal circumstances, (when on the decline, ) as 
they occurred in the large circle of his very respectable 
tommexion, and acquaintance ‘with many of the leading 
authorities ofthe town; by whom he was highly esteemed. | 
Thus he loved and strictly: adhered*to'the purity and bro- ff 
therly kindness of'the»faith once: delivered to the saints ; 
he would»not deviate inthe smallest ‘iota from the ‘binding 
nature of its precepts:or' the extent of its demands, however 
they might be an offence to the carnal mind, or liable tobe 
misapprehended by. ‘weaker brethren ; ‘nor could he ever 
behold with indifference the specious endeavours of tem- 


‘porising men’ to the. ‘unwary, ‘iby: ‘attempting to 
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bring down the great mystery of godliness to carnal — 
comprehension; and though conscious he must sustain — 
_ censures of severity by steady opposition to these alluring 
errors, yet it was sufficient for him that he could appeal to 
the great searcher of hearts, that as a faithful minister of 
Christ, he had studied to deliver the whole counsel of God, 

without doubt, or delay, fully satisfied that he who spake 
would have it done, and he who commanded, would make 
it stand fast, to the unsullied glory of his holy name. | 
Hence he incurred much resentment from the impatient 

and designing, and though not insensible to their unjusti- 
fiable attempts to disturb the peace of his own mind, or 
sow the seeds of dissension and. vain) conceit among his 
endeared people, yet: he frankly and. heartily rejoiced in 
any: appearance of a better spirit and desire to return to 
the good old way, and. earnestly recommended the sound 
reasoning which concludes, that, an infinitely wise and 
- powerful.God.is fully adequate both to vindicate: his. own 
purposes, and perfect his. plans in the sovereign dispen- 
sation of grace; and, to bring) about the best effect. from 
these operations, On such. subjects he would frequently 
repeat, the following well adapted and exquisitely beantiful 
lines.of Fanch, commencing: with the.important exhortation, 
not teach your bible, butJet lnble teach you.” 


be your employ, i 
A. pupil e’er in sacred mystery ; i 
As under graduate, own superior skill; | 
i As Christian, trust your God, say. what he will; 

Nor wonder, shoald his oracles impart _ 

truth, beyond the reach ofthuman art, 

theme, that can no evolution find, 

Bat in his own; all-comprehending mind; 
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Vy Should cavil rise within, your pride subdue, 
By thinking God must needs know more than you ; 
For instance then, in sacred writ, I see 
This mystery, Three are One, and One i is Three ; ; 
‘Tis God that speaks, it must be truth to me; 
Let reason here, at awful distance bow, = =»_—> | 
Where God forbears to — ‘tis criminal to oor ates 


He sometimes say, in reply to those 


attacked him on steady adherence to these first principles 


of eternal truth, ‘‘ That the world itself, as well as captious — 


professors, would judge more favorably of the tempers of 


the faithful ministers of the sanctuary, if they knew the 


inward conflicts sustained, and the prayers and tears 


poured out before God, over their own imperfect views, and 


the prevalence of pride and carnality opposed to the state 


of the sinners, though partially renewed, as well as the 
wilfully erroneous systems of others, and when constrained 
to declare the more awful parts of his message against — 
obstinate offenders, and describe the imminent danger of _ 
those, who venture their eternal hopes upon any other 


foundation than that which is laid, Christ Jesus.”’ His 


commisserating feelings would often so interfere, as to 
change his manner from dreadful denunciation, to the 


earnest and agonizing expostulations of an anxious father, 


or mourning friend, personally interested in their welfare ; 
so deeply had he drunk into the compassionate spirit of 
his master, and so truly could he add, I seek not yours, | 
but you. He exercised great tenderness and forbearance | 


to the weakest of his flock, often saying, I can never bear 
so much with them as my Lord has to bear with me: he 
admitted no worldly motive to enter into competition with 


his labour for the good of souls. , Here he demonstrated 


the most disinterested spirit, plainl y evincing that,the glory 
_ of God in, the conversion of sinners was the grand motive 
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and surmounting principle of his action ; and as few mini- 


sters had by their natural and acquired advantages, so great | 


an influence oyer their hearers, so none had a more just 


claim, both from the energy and number of his public ser- 
Vices, to their regard and tender sympathy. 


Towards the latter time of his ministry, the controversy 
respecting natural and moral inability was revived, and 


strenuously enforced by some respectable names. When 
- urged to reply to its statement, he used to say, without 

-deigning to enter into its discussion, or analyse the minutie 
of argument, “ Either the sovereign electing love of God | 
- is something, or it is mocking: vain is the attempt to reduce 


this doctrine to man’s limited comprehension. Either 


fallen man is dead in trespasses and sins, or he is not; and 


if he is really dead in trespasses and sins, it is utterly im- 


possible he should either will or do anything towards his — 


own salvation: and for my part, (he used to add,) I should 
think it far more rational to go decidedly to the arminian 
conclusion upon the question, than to attempt, by accom- 


‘modating steps, to shake hands over a wall whose height 
_ reacheth to heaven, what canst thou know?’ whose depth 
unto hell, what canst thou do?” Yet he was, however, 


fully convinced of authority, plainly founded on scripture, 


to address sinners of ‘every description on the necessity of — 
fleeing from the wrath to come, in humble dependance on 
the promised aids of the divine Spirit, whose influence, like 


the wind, bloweth where it listeth; and though the blessed 


effect of the renovation of heart, with all its consequent | 
holiness and happiness, is produced, thou canst not tell 
) whence it cometh, nor yet, whither it goeth. _ 
Thus, tho’ eloquent by his great natural comprehension 
and pathos to commend the truth to every man’s conscience, — 
illustrate its meaning, and display its beauties to the atten- — 
tion and passions of men; yet he looked to God alone for — 
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‘success, and when this was savingly produced, gave the 
great maker of the new creation all the glory of his own 
sovereign act, and rejoiced with exceeding joy, that to him 
this grace was given, to preach to both Jew and Gentile, 
_ the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
_. Another, and most distinguishing trait in his character, — 
was the uniform and deep humility with which he looked 
| upon his service and labours in the cause of God; ever 
- retaining a deep sense of the part he had formerly acted 
in the service of sin, as well as the imperfections which — 
_ attended all his exertions; like the great apostle, he 
looked upon them as tarnishing and degrading all his — 
_ pursuits, and on himself as less than the least of all saints, — 
and the chief of sinners: and though his firm reliance 
on the ability and willingness of the Saviour, his deep 
researches into the truths of the gospel, the communion — 
he enjoyed with God by faith, and the holy conversation — 
he maintained, were beyond common measure; yet hav- 
ing in the same proportion a clearer sense of his infinite 
_ obligations; and a more comprehensive view of the extent 
and purity of the divine precepts, his imperfections were 


frequently so much magnified in his own sight, as to 


occasion. great depression’ of spirits, and inward conflict of 
mind, approaching to despondency. Happily he was _ 
enabled’ at these trying times to. cling closer'than usual to 

the rock of ages, often saying, a religion of 
cessity, for thou, Lord, alone hast the words of eternal life, — 

and ‘though he slay me, yet will trust in-him. If I 
perish, it shall be at the foot of the cross y and blessed be 
God, (after the experienve of his children in all ages,) [ 
shall be the first. that perished there.’ Thus did the Holy — 
Spirit, like a sacred dove, brood over the deep. waters of — 
affliction, and give those intimations of divine support that 
Aept him from siikiug, though the waves and billows often 
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flowed over his head. As he used the voice'in private prayer, — 
though in a very moderate tone, he might at these gloomy 
seasons be overheard wrestling, and making intercession 
with groanings that could not be uttered; and was in God’s 
good time heard and answered in that he feared : but when 
questioned by sympathizing friends on the nature of this 
spiritual warfare, he uniformly avowed that no apprehension 
of the want of power, or willingness in Christ to save, was 
the cause of it; but a tormenting fear that he who had 
preached the gospel to others, should be himself castaway, | 
and fall, through the prevalence of sin and the power of 
temptation, from the purity and holiness of his public 
profession : so that being a temporal prop to that building 
_ which is composed wholly of pee stones, his end should 
be destruction. 

From these distressing views of was re- 
lieved by a renewed resort to the unconditional and sove- — 
reign promises of God in Christ; and often said, “the J 
wills, and they shalls of scripture, just keep my head 
above water, and prevent me from being overwhelmed by 
my threatening foes and, desponding fears. be their 
God, and they shall be my people. Call upon me inthe 
day of trouble, (without specifying its nature and tendency ) 
whatever it is, I will hear and answer thee, and thou shalt 
‘yet glorify me... I will never leave thee, no, I will never 
forsake thee. ‘Though the. mountains depart, and the hills 
be removed, yet will I not take my loving kindness from 
thee, ‘nor suffer my faithfulness to fail:”’ ‘These and other 
unfailing sources of relief, like wells of living water 'in the 

parched recesses of the: deserts of life; ‘refreshed his 
weary spirit, and enabled‘him to go forward, theugh faint, 
yet pursuing, to shelter: himself: beneath the great rock 
of salvation, in a ‘weary land. It ‘was frequently’ re- 
marked by ‘his pious’ friends, that at these dimes “his 


4 
4 
‘ 
4 
& 
+ 
> 
q y 
i 
j 


not the manner of men, O my Lo 


discourses were effectual, and most 
frequently honored as the means of bringing sinners to 
Christ. These tokens for good, while they abased him 
in his own eyes, to the great apostle’s depth of humiliation, — 
exalted and endeared the divine Redeemer, and the condes- | 
cending aids of the divine Spirit, and made him most — 
willing and desirous to spend and be spent in the richly _ 
rewarding service of his great and beloved master, occasi- — 
oning him with tears of adoring gratitude to add, “This is — 
A spiritually humbled 
frame of mind, he would say, is the strength and ornament of - 
every other grace, and the proper soil in which thew grow 


and flourish: a proud christian is an anomaly in nature, — 


or one who thinks highly of his present attainments. He 
always expressed ‘an utter contempt of them, as compared — 
with those degrees of grace he was still pressing after. All 


other excellencies in the sight of God, he would say, are of — 


no value, compared with humility ; aud though a christian 


: resisteth the proud, (that is keeps them at a distance, at 
 arm’s length,) giveth grace to the humble.. 


established, while his spirit rejoiced in God his Saviour. 


He excelled much in the beautiful and striking varieties — 
of his public ministry, in explaining and applying the 
-levitical types and ceremonies, to the circumstances of the — 
redemption wrought out by Christ; and it was delightfully 

_ surprising to his hearers to attend to the minute fulfilment — 
_ Of their reference, and the proofs of the divine mission re- _ 
vealed in this shadowy way, from the foundation of the — 


Thus was he 
brought out from the miry clay, and his goings were again ff 


should have little more, as evidence of his knowledge of — 
the truth, than a humble teachable frame of spirit, deeply — 
_ conscious of his own insufficiency, and yet waiting upon | 
_ God in his appointed way, he will infallibly grow and — 
_ thrive like a tree planted by the water side; for God, who | 
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world, to the people chosen of God. He went through a 
complete paraphrase of the book of Psalms on the Sabbath 
‘Inorning, and was remarkably assisted by the holy Spirit 

to discuss their sublime sentiments, illustrate their meaning, — 

and apply their devotional and seraphic motives or support 

_ to the experience of the christian; often saying, the 
precious book of Psalms is the christian’s day book, nor is | 
_ there any variety of circumstance or feeling in which he = £(@ 
can possibly be placed, that he may not find some suitable 
passage of direction, warning, encouragement, or hope of 
glory, there: he regarded the ways noted there as the 
_ christian’s path, the statutes as the way-mark to keep him at 
_ from erring either to the right hand or the left, the com- i 
mandments as a light to the feet, and a lantern to the path, i. 
shining more and more to the perfect day, and the judg- _— ae 
-ments, as the decision of the high court of heaven, on the 
cases of penitent offenders in mercy and pardon, and pass- ue 

ing sentence of punishment, irrevokable, on the hardened | i 

_transgressor or presumptuous apostate. He also para- 
phrased, much to the delight and instruction of his hearers, — 
the several New Testament books of Ephesians, Philippians 
and Thessalonians, fully demonstrating the treasures laid. 
up in Christ Jesus, for all those who come to him for true 
riches and everlasting righteousness, and that with all the — 
glow and pathos of a grateful partaker of these benefits. 

_ Atthe Wednesday evening monthly prayer meetings, he 
- was indeed a father amongst his dear children, well ac- 

_ quainted from his regular pastoral visits, especially in times 
of trouble or sickness, with all their various cases, he ad- 
dressed and enforced such suitable and sympathizing mo- 
tives to the continuance of prayer and supplication, as to 
send many to their mourning houses with hearts full of 

_ divine consolation, and strengthened to maintain the dread- 
_ ful conflict with foes and fears. Here he pleaded the cause — 
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of the poor saints, and recommended such, whenever they 
were found rich in faith, and rejoicing in heirship to the 
promises of God, not only to the bounty, but to the friend- 
ship ofthe rich ; often saying, “‘ Kindnesses thus shewn to | 
them will be doubly repaid, as you will have not only their 
_ pious company, but that of their great master at the same — 
time, who has promised his presbhibe to the poor and needy, 
in a peculiarly endearing manner.” In his visits to those | 
who were not decidedly pious, he would, without particularly — 
identifying their individual feelings, from a natural facility 


in accommodating his subject to his hearers, become in the 


blameless sense of the great apostle, all things to all men, 
_ that he might gain’ some ; and many who began to inquire 
respecting his religious views from vain curiosity or hopes 
- of amusement, have sat down in consequence of his well | 
directed: replies to search the scriptures, whether these _ 


things were so'or no, and have arisen reformed, and some- _ 
times savingly renewed and enlightened, to adorethe ways 
of infinite wisdom, which thus brought the blind by a way og 


they knew not, and made darkness light before them, — 
crooked ways straight, and rough places plain. ; 
‘To the youthful part of his church and congregation, he — 
was the condescending associate, and gentle guide, in the | 
most endearing sense of the terms, the suitableness of his 
instructions, the solicitude of his tenderness, the faithfulness _ 
of his wéll-timed reproofs, his facetious allusions, his pro- 
verbial axioms, his stern rebuke of obstinate vice, and 


‘daring: -éffrontery against the appointments of the God of _ 
heaven, particularly on Sabbath breaking, which heaffirmed 


and supported by frequently corresponding circumstances, 


‘to be the swift: fore-runner of disgrace and ‘dishonorable 
death, will never be forgotten. ‘Many of his wise and | 
concise sentences on the ‘above occasions, have descended § 


father’ to'son, ‘and: will De with a | 
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glow of heartfelt delight, when read (as collected from 
conversation, ) at the latter end of this work. In addressing 
this interesting part of his community from the pulpit, on 
new year’s day annually, his subjects were most suitable, 
while a manner peculiarly his own, and combined of 
faithfulness, tenderness, and ministerial dignity, imper- 
ceptibly gained on their attention, till every yonthful ardour 
of mind was absorbed in listening ; and in numerous in- 
stances, by the invincible influences of the Holy Spirit, — 
affecting truths were set home to the heart, and the bloom 
and beauty of early days joyfull y consecrated to the great 
Redeemer’s honorable service; and many whose hoary 
heads are now a crown of glory, being found in the way 
of righteousness, will acknowledge, in tremulous accents, 
_ that they lisped their first replies to questions respecting 
_ the things that concerned their everlasting peace, from my 
- father’s condescending notice and profitable conversation 
with them: so did he indeed, in conformity to the meek — 
Redeemer’s loving command, feed the lambs of his flock. — 
_ He peculiarly excelled also in his addresses to seamen, 
for he well knew a sailor's heart, as having passed his 
youthful days in the arduous toils, and honorable duties of 
the marine life. For his country he too had fought and bled, 
and stood the brunt of battle, where there is no place of 
escape, and to conquer or fall must be the event. He had 
proudly beheld the superiority of British ships and British 
seamen in that unequal day alluded to in the former part 
of these memoirs, when it pleased the God of victory to give — 
success to our naval arms, though far inferior to the boast- 
ing enemy in number, and favor the righteous cause ; and 
his name would most probably have ultimately. said. with 
those who obtained the highest naval stations, had it not 
pleased God to give him a still more honorable commission 
under the pasmnee of the cross, and si him to shew 
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the crown of rejoicing with those rebels who were brought 
_ by his instrumentality to lay down their arms at the feet — 

of the Redeemer, and acknowledge fealty to him whose | 
right it is to govern all the kingdoms of the earth. Hence 
he addressed this invaluable class of British subjects, with — 

an energy and pathos, in his day most unrivalled, not — 
scorning as suitable illustration occurred to use of 
those comprehensive and emphatic phrases peculiar to that 
sententious class of men. How often when applying some 
of them to the spiritual case and awful state of profanity _ 
and defiance of God, has the smile and the tear followed _ 
each other in rapid succession down the firm and hardy 
- countenance of the weather-proof sailor. At one of these 
Interesting annual returns in particular, when he had 
chosen for his subject Acts 27, the memorable shipwreck 
and almost miraculous preservation of St. Paul and his | 

- companions, who, from the most desperate situation, some _ 
_ on planks, and some on broken pieces of the ship, all safely — 
came to land, though with the utter loss of worldly goods. __ 
He took immediate occasion to depict, in glowing colours, __ 
_ the far worse situation of their immortal minds, immersed 
in the horrors of profaneness, intoxication, furious passions, _ 
filthy communication, and every dire and satanic vice, _ 
while the vengeance of an incensed deity hung low, even 
like a black thunder cloud that enveloped the frowning 
heavens over their devoted heads. Then while they in- 
voluntarily stood astounded with horror at the dread display, 
whose leading features they deeply recognised, would he 
contrast the tender pity, and bleeding compassion of the 
adorable Saviour, willing to save them from a far worse 
than watery grave, and not only to pluck them as brands 
rescued from everlasting burnings, but place them in hea- 
venly places, to the praise of his great name, and make _ 

the daring blasphemer against divine truth, the joyful, — 
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thankful missionary, to convey its sacred pages to heathen 


lands, and thus spread the light of the gospel to the remote _ 


~and gloomy corners of the habitable globe. Thus he went 
forth sowing the precious seed, and often with tears, in the 
most rough and unpromising soil, and, for ever blessed be 
the God of the seas, the only ruler whom the raging of its 
billows is bound to obey, a joyful harvest has since sprang 
up, an impulse has been imparted from the highest to the 
lowest, and all ranks have united to aid the seaman in his 
attempt to stamp a nobler impress upon his character, 
even than that of the able supporter of his country’s honor, 
and the bountiful conveyancer of the riches of foreign lands 


to the happy shores of Britain—the impress of the blessed 


Spirit, whose fruits are knowledge, temperance, joy, love, 
‘peace, 

__. May the noble nee with which these institutions 
are honored, and the liberal sums with which they are sup- 


ported, be crowned with unbounded success, and every 


polished and barbarous country be brought to acknowledge 
that the practice of our seamen is founded on the know- 
ledge and love of scripture principles, the study of which 
is thrown open to his admiring view, with every rational 
assistance to supply a competent answer, as well as put 


the important thou what thou 


O Britain ! own 
Not in the wealth of prosperous commerce lies ;— 
Nor does thy navy thy great strength contain, 
Nor can thy conquering hosts such honor gain, 
As thou may’st draw from that exhaustless store, 
The Bible, richer than Potosi’s ore. 
O, thy best interest didst thou understand, 
_ And what would raise and fix thine honor'd land | 
_ Beyond the power of harassing alarms, 
Beyond all foreign and domestic harms; 
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‘Then wouldst thou clasp the scriptures to thy breast, — 
Believe, obey, and shine supremely blest. 
Still thou dost live, tho’ round thy floating wall, — 
O Britain, mighty nations bleed and fall ; 
Still dost survive, and in thee still are found, © 
Who send thy scriptures, all creation round; 
Who blest themselves, with holy ardor rise 
|. To make.the fool, by heavenly counsels wise ;_ 
To feed the hungry with immortal bread, 
To rest on glorious truths the dying head ; Ass 
To snatch the guilty from. the brink of woe, _ 
| And teach their feet in paths of peace to go; _ 
every lesser shade of difference blend 
‘In this one glorious, ever blessedend; 
To chase the mental gloom of nature's night, — 
And build God’s temple with the sons of light. 
Stand firm, ye phalanx, dauntless too advance, | 
Not with ‘the glittering spear, or pointed lance; 
_...More potent still: the arms of proof ye wield, _ 
_. |The spirit’s sword, and faith’s impervious shield, 
__At,which, by malice aimed, and scorn alike, _ 
Hurtless the deist and blasphemer strike: 
Yes, in majestic splendor shall ye go, 
op x Turning or trampling each opposing foe, | 
Till from the centre to earth’s circling bound, = 
The knowledge of the Lord of hosts is found; 
| And that stupendous éhotusis complete, 
In which all lands, and every tongue shall meet. © 8S.M. 


_ For some years Mr. Medley’s health was on, the decline, 
but so gradually, as not.to appear. particularly striking to 
those about him,;,.and this.was .greatly.owing.to the vari- 
ation of his: spirits noticed above. When: considerably 
 Indisposed, he would *soon forget ‘all’ his complaints on 
_ conversing with a friend ; and his public labours often raised 
him above himself, acting the part of a salutary medi- 
cine. It is well known, that under these, circumstances, 
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both himself and his hearers enyuyed the 
Seasons. 


About the beginning of October, 1798, he was attacked 


with the first symptoms of the disease, which terminated 
_ his mortal existence. Being engaged as usual to pay his 
annual visit to London, he attempted the journey, which 
heretofore had often proved serviceable to him in recruit- 
ing his strength and spirits. Soon after his arrival in town 
his indisposition iucreased, and the jaundice began to make 
its appearance, so that he was es in for some time to 
- give up his public labours. 

the first of his illness he was deeply 
with a sense of his approaching dissolution, and under this 
apprehension, took a solemn and affectionate farewell of 
the congregations to which he had for so many years been 
in the habit of preaching ; ; bearing a faithful testimony to 
the truth as it is in Jesus, and telling all around him that 
they would soon see his face no more. The sympathizing 
concern of his friends in Liverpool, during this painful 


absence, much affected him: he never read their letters 
without tears of affection, and would many times break off 


while perusing them to indulge his feelings. © 


The relief he obfained by the skilful medical advice ie 


liad was but of short duration ; before he left town his case 
became alarming,‘ and it‘was doubtful, whether he would 


beable to return to’ Liverpool. With great fatigue, how- 


_ ever, this was accomplished in the month of January. The 
_ Sabbath day after his ‘arrival, he was so much revived, as 
to preach twice, which proved, as might be‘ expected, too 
much for his now decaying strength. From this time he 

was wholly unable to continue his public work, till the 
Faster Sunday following, when: he once more attempted, 
for the’ last time, to:address his beloved congregation from 
the pulpit. The words he chose as the subject of his 
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disorder, but more especially from the frame of his mind, 
account of the loss of sensible comforts. In this state of 


out of Mr. Dorney’s works, a book that had been for many 
_years his closet companion: “ Inward peace and rejoicing 
have been much bruised for certain days by weakness, 
guilt, and desertion, that have seized my heart. There 


turn inward, I hear nothing but outcries of guilt and ac- 
cusation possessing my heart; I can find no shelter at home, 


_ thinks I hear the spirit of the bridegroom say, ‘Come, 


the strength of thy heart, and thy portion for ever.” 


- down, as of no farther use. — 


_ while in the midst of hte although his mind 
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discourse were the 2d verse of the 8th chapter of Deutero- | 


nomy, “ And thou shalt remember all the way, which the 
Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness.” 

Here his public labours closed, disease and consequent 
weakness daily increased, till his complaints terminated in 
a confirmed dropsy, and all hopes of a recovery were given 
up. From the first of his illness he laboured under great 
depression of spirits, arising partly from the nature of his 


which was in general low and dark, mourning much on 


langour and depression he marked off the following passsge 


they lie like a mountain of lead ; when my thoughts would 


I am forced abroad for lodging, company, and food. My 
heart is grown hard, dark, and weak; it prevails against 
my former sense of the Divine presence: yet while it is 
thus filled with the clamours of death and confusion, me- 


arise, this is not your rest—launch forth into the ocean of 
free grace, and let not thy expectation hanker towards 
thyself: though thy flesh fail, and thy heart fail, God is — 


During this trial he sometimes would say, he feared he 
had only been instrumental in the salvation of others as a 
scaffold to the building, which, when completed, is taken 


It will appear, however, from the Glowing hymn written 
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was much his and expectation from 


were unshaken. 


In my Affliction, in the year 1799. 


With sickness, pain, and langour great, 
Depressing all my mortal frame, 

My sorrows I to God relate, 

My God, who ever is the same. 


- The same his everlasting love, 

The same the promise of his word, 
The same his cov’nant from above, 
The same the mercy of the Lord. 


True, I am made to feel his rod, 

But ‘tis the rod my father sends ; 

And he, my wise and gracious God, 

His glory, and my good, intends. 

Tho’ oft my soul is sore cast down, 

_ And I am brought exceeding low ; 
No comfort or support I own, | 

But what his promise makes me know. 

Cheerful I give up all, beside 

His gracious, faithful, holy word, 

And humbly still on this confide, 

This book of life, this sure record. | 

‘Secur’d hereby, I’ll wait and hope, 

Tho’ mighty foes my heart assail, 
His truth shall bear my spirit up, 

His faithfulness shall never fail. 

Again my soul shall be restor’d, 

- And light; and peace, and joy return ; 
His gracious smiles he will afford, _ 

And I shall sing, tho’ now I mourn. — 

‘In death my trials all shall end, 

And sin, their cause, be known no more ; 
But I eternity shall spend, 

_ His name and goodness to adore. 
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His heart, full of affection to his surrounding connexions, 
suffered many a pang at the thought of parting; his fa- _ 
‘mily, the beloved congregation for whom he had so long 

- Jaboured in the bonds of the gospel, and a valuable society 
of dear friends of whom he was now about to take a final 

. farewe]], drew floods of tears from his eyes. He would 
say, “ It is like tearing up an old tree by the roots: none 
knew how far they extended, or how firmly they gresped 
the earth, till they were likely to be rent away.” 

This dejected frame, blessed be God, did not long con- — 

tinue, though the change that took place was gradual. He 
again began to consider God as faithful to his promise, 
- unchangeable in his nature, and ever mindful of the word 

of truth, on which he had caused him to hope: and he would 

often say he found peculiar satisfaction in waiting for God. 

_ He was somewhat cheered by. the suggestion of the following 
passages: “Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” “Blessed are they 
that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be 

filled :” to which he added, “‘ Blessed be God, I do hunger, — 
|| ___ I do thirst after righteousness.” Again, “Cast not away 
your confidence, which hath great recompense of reward:” _ 
and that scripture which was first made useful to him, now 
afforded him no small share of consdlation. Isaiah xlii. 6, 
7. “I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will 
hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a 
covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open 
the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, 
and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.” _ 

He now often looked. back. and. spoke of his early expe- 
-nience, recalling with gratitude and pleasure the wonderful 
train of providences, by which he had been led, and the 

- more wonderful effects of divine grace on his heart, the 
comfort of which he was _ beginning to taste. He 
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was much revived by the company and conversation of his 
christian friends, in the pleasure of their society for'a while 
forgetting all his pains, | 

As his bodily infirmities increased, the gloom and deri 
ness, under which he had laboured, were dispelled, and the 
delightful dawn of an eternal sun began to break forth. 
Thus while disease and death were making their rapid 
advances, and hourly crumbling down the earthly taber- 
nacle, the inner man was renewing, day by day. His 
confidence and comfort in God, as his covenant-God in 
Christ Jesus, constantly increased ; and all he said or wrote 
proved, that his soul was rationally and steadfastly suppor- 
ted, that his faith in God, founded on his eternal truth, was 


a strong, clear, and abiding, and that his hopes were full of 


immortality. In his conversation and correspondence he 
seldom omitted to mention with peculiar sweetness the 
work of the Holy Spirit, and thankfully to acknowledge 
his agency in illuminating, quickening, and comforting his 
soul. Thus supported by the grace and love.of his adored ° 
‘Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, he: became more and more 
resigned to the sovereign will of his heavenly Father, 
casting himself on the rock of ages, and: 
the:termination of his troubles, 

The following, copied from.a letter doted J aly 6, 1799, 
will give a brief state of the general frame of his mind. 
After describing, the afflicted. state, of his body, he adds,. 
Yes, J trust I do find; through grace, that my soul 
built upon, and supported by. the -rock..of, .ages,. even. the. 
foundation which God. has laid.in. Zion); and: this isi all; 
my salvation, and all; my:desire, as.revealed, and declared. 
in. his holy, blessed,, and: precious ,word,’ .I have not, 1 
would not have any other foundation of comfort; in life, or: 
in death; I daily long, and. in:.my. feeble; way. pray, for 


more and more of the power and influence, of the Lord; the; 
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48 
Spirit, to apply, and seal great and glorious 
things to my soul. My frames of mind often dbanive: but 
still, I trust, the language of my heart is, none but Christ, 
none but Christ: nor have I a wish or desire above what 
the apostle expresses, where he says, ‘That I may win 
Christ, and be found in him, not having my own righteous- 
ness, which is of the law, but that which is of the faith of 
God, the righteousness which is of God by faith.’ Those 
words of the Psalmist are often sweet and supporting to 
my mind, where he says, ‘I wait for the Lord, my soul 
doth wait, and in his word do I hope.’ This may serve to | 
give you a general hint of the present frame and experience 
of my poor mind, as now under the afflicting hand of my 


gracious God, and heavenly Father, in Christ Jesus.” 


He frequently talked very seriously to the servant in the 
family, endeavouring to convince her of her lost and undone 


state by nature, warning her to flee to Christ, and rest 


wholly on him for life and salvation; adding, “ Part works, 
and part Christ; won’t do: all I want for myself is to win 
Christ, and be found in him, that I may know him, and 
the power of his resurrection. O that I wigs him more! 
O that ITloved him more!” 

Mrs. M. finding herself much inidinpioned, said, “I think 
I shall. not be long after you.” To which he replied, 
‘Leave that with the Lord, he knows what is best for you; 
it is not for us to cut and carve our own trials; our times 
are in his hands: All that the Father hath given me, 
saith Christ, shall come unto me, and him that cometh to 
me Iwill in no’ wise cast out.” He then said, “ What a 
mercy it is, that I have been so freed from worldly cares, “ 
and that U have had so little to do with temporal concerns _ 
for so long a time. I have had such confidence in the 
connexions that God has given me, that I could cheerfully 
—_— < hai ams into their hands but my soul, Truly 
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- goodness and mercy have followed me all the days’ of my 
life, and now I am going to dwell in the house of the Lord 
for ever: I have had more than heart could wish, even of 
outward blessings.” 
The 17th chapter of J ohn precious to 
him; he often read it during his illness. ‘It is indeed the 
Lord’s prayer,” he would say, “none but Christ could use 
that prayer.” He was now gradually weaning from all 
the transitory things of time and sense, and en:bled wholly 
to cast himself and all his dearest earthly enjoyments into 
the hands of his covenant-keeping God, of whom in all his 
dispensations he used tu say, “He is too wise to be mistaken, 
and too good to be unkind.” © Thus, though loosened to the 
world and all the comforts around him, his affections 
remained as tender, warm, and lively as ever. About this | 
time the 62d Psalm was very sweet and refreshing to him; 
he used to say of it with peculiar pleasure, ‘That is one 
of my golden pocket pieces; ] thank my God, though my 
‘memory is not what it was, itis not yet so bad, but I can — 
readily turn here to a cordaal, and carve to a comfort, in 
blessed word.” 
Being ordered by his oldudite to try ceed ge of air, he 
made an excursion into Wales, accompanied by two of his 
daughters. The journey was accomplished with consider- 
able fatigue and difficulty, and without any refreshment of 
his health or spirits ; and he arrived at Liverpool in about 
ten days, with the dropsy greatly increased upon him. 
Soon after his return home he wrote to London. The 
following is‘a quotation from his letter, dated July 10, 1799. 
‘Blessed be God; he supports and upholds my mind on 
and by his good word and Holy Spirit. Though, as I have 
_ often said'to you, I have no ravishing frames or flights of 
soul, yet I humbly: trust the eternal “er is my refuge, and 
are his arms.” He then repeats 
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those words in the 130th Psalm, “I wait on the Lord, my 


soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope.” — 


_ It was thought proper, a short time after this, in order 
to procure a discharge of water, to puncture one of his feet, 
which was followed by some temporary relief. On this 
day he wrote his last letter, dated July 13, 1799, ouly four 
days previous to his dissolution. No change had taken 
place at this time, in the least to indicate his speedy depar-_ 
ture ; but, as directed by that hand that never errs, he writes — 
like one who is just about to finish his course, filling his 
paper as full as possible with affectionate breathings of — 
paternal sympathy, and the devotional expressions of a soul — 
enjoying a lively hope and unshaken confidence in God. 


_ After general information he writes as follows: “ With | 


respect to the present situation in which I am, as it relates 


_ to the earthly house of this my now poor, weak, and totter- 


ing tabernacle; I have ouly to say, that I still continue to 


_ grow weaker and weaker, while my body swells so much, 
and is now so large and heavy, that I can scarcely move — 


myself along. I have quite done with going out, I am not 


- now able to get into the garden, nor in general'so much as | 


to rise out of my chair; when I have sat down a little while 
in it, without the assistance of one or two persons to help 
me. So that from the whole, could I relate to you every 


‘particular, yon may, nay you must, most assuredly come to | 


this: conclusion, that there is not left the least human 
prospect or probability of my recovery. I am expecting 
shortly to undergo the operation of the trochar, in order to’ 
draw off the load of water from. my body, though this is’ 
only to be done for the sake of some present relief, and not 
with any prospect of its producing a cure; as there is every 
reason to believe and expect, that, after this intended 
operation is performed, the parts affected will soon fill again. 
How long it shall please my gracious God, that I am. to 
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- continue in this my now lingering condition, I cannot tell, 

nor am I anxious to know. My poor and feeble prayer to 
him is, that I may be by his grace and love fitted for and 
| resigned to the whole of his blessed and holy will respect- 
- ing me, both in life and death; so that I now say to you, 
my dear, dear children, as I did to B— and S— M., in my 
letter to them on Thursday, that you may now begin to 
look upon every letter you receive from me as the last you 
ever will receive from my now weak hand, though by no 


means less affectionate heart. Do not let this thought 
east you down, I pray you; but endeavour to resign me, 
_ for body and soul, for life and death, for time and eternity, 
where, through grace, I trast T am enabled to resign 
myself, viz. into the hands of my heavenly Father in Christ 
Blessed be his most holy name, he does not leave 
me destitute of the support of his good word and Holy Spirit: 
in my soul. Though my frames, even in this respect, 

through my great and universal weakness of body and 

animal spirits, often vary much; nevertheless, the foundation — 

_ of God standeth sure ; and he is faithful, who has promised. _ 

And here, as he is pleased to enable me, I rest it all; ‘for 


Jesus. 


he hath said, J will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
Sin, in me, is heavier far, than all the weight and load 


of bodily affliction, that is now upon me. I hope ere long © 


to be for ever freed from ‘it all; and so, when absent from 


‘this corruptible and vile body, to be present with the Lord. 


—And now, my dear, dear children, once more farewell : 


to'God,.as to your heavenly and everlasting Father in Christ 
y esus, I entirely commit you, and all of ‘you, a7 &e. 


Write me again soon—farewell! 


«P, S. Since I wrote the above, my medical friends 
They both agree in defer- 


have met here by appointment. 
ring, for the present; the operation of the trochar, but’ by 


their advice a slighter operation is performed on the upper 
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part of the foot of my left leg, by making a dozen or more 


small punctares in the skin with the point of a lancet ; and 
which, though done only a few hours ago, has discharged 


a considerable quantity of water, and has already tended © 


sensibly torelieve me. Our united love to you all. Once 


more farewell, my dear, dear children. 8S.M.” 


. On Lord’s day, July 14, he continued much as usual, 
and spent'the greater part of the day in holy retirement, 
with his Bible and his God. ‘When he went to bed this 
evening, on bidding his family good night, he said, ‘‘I am 
thinking on those words of the Psalmist, For with thee 1s 
the fountain of life.” To which was replied, ‘Then you 
will have a sweet night.” said he, ‘‘I shall soon 

On Monday the 15th one of his daughters coming into 
his room, to inquire how he had rested, he said, “1 have 
had as comfortable a night’s rest, as ever man had.” . But 
he was soon after seized with a shivering fit, which produced 
a great change in him. . He also complained of .a violent 


pain he felt.in one of his feet, which he apprehended to be. 


the gout; As the pain increased, it was soon discovered 


that his foot and leg were inflamed to a very great degree. 


The physician being immediately sent for, and observing 
his situation, soon announced to his disconsolate family 
and friends the'near prospect of his dissolution. The 
inflammation proving, as was feared, the forerunner of a 


now experienced, by. him with increasing violence. But, 


evidently fulfilling his own promise, by being the strength 


of his ‘heart; and his everlasting portion ; his consolation 


and supports increasing with his weakness. Being asked if 


he would take’a little. wine, “No,” said he, “no more;. 
want the'new wine of the kingdom.” One of his daughters 


mortification ; pain, disease, and extreme ' restlessness, were 
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_ inquired on the evening of this day, what he would wish 
to say to that part of his family, which was in London, 
“Tell them,” said he, “that I am very ill; that I never 
expect to write to them again; and that I am calm, 
| resigned, and happy in my soul.” 


At intervals, as strength would permit, he addressed 


hinnbell to bid a final adieu to his dear christian friends, 


whose visits were incessant. To a clergyman, with whom 
he had lived some time in the habits of friendship, he said, 


_ Farewell, God bless you; remember I die no Arminian, 
_Anian, or Socinian. I die a poor sinner, saved by sove- 


reign, rich, and free mercy.”” To another, whose occupation 


had formerly been in the seafaring line, he said, “I am 
how a poor shattered bark, just about to gain the blissful 
harbour; and O how sweet will be the port after the storm.” 
To ahoth er very affectionate friend, whose eyes oreideved 
with, sorrow, he said, ‘“« Why will you weep, and break my 
heart? ‘Come, let us be cheerful ; christians should part 
_with.a smile.” To one, who said, “ The Lord be with you; 
God bless you, dear sir,” he answered, “He is with me: 
does bless me; he does.bless me indeed.” At night,a 
- young christian friend coming to sit up with him, he said, 
Tam glad to see you ;’’ and fora time uttered but little, 
being in much pain. It was with great reluctance he took 
what was prescribed for him: Suffering much, he cried 
out several times, “‘ What shall I do?” Then prayed ear- 
nestly; that he might be kept from murmuring. ‘His.friend 
said, long: you will be better, sir.” To which:he 
replied, ,with a:smile, my dear friend, I shall be-better 

by and by; when get'to my Father’s house above.” He 
then complained of) the depravity of his nature, and the 
remaining seeds of corruption, adding, ‘What a mercy it 

is, that I am ‘not left: to myself!” and then cried out, in 


thove: sweet words of Dr, 
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«Why was I made to hear his voice 
And enter while there’s room, 
While thousands muke a wretched choice, 
And rather starve than come?” — 


About one o'clock in the morning the 16th imate; 
being very ill, he exclaimed, “Is there not an appointed — 
time toman? Sweet Jesus, thou art my strength, my sup- 
port, my salvation, my salvation.”’ His friend said, 
pain you now labour under is not to be compared with the 
glory, that shall be revealed hercaiter.”. To which he 
answered, “OQ! no, no!” then closed his eyes, and ap- 
peared to slumber a little. A few minutes after he awoke, 


he repeated several passages of Scripture, and particularly _ 


that in Hebrews, chap. vi. ver. 19, “‘ We have this hope as 
an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which 
entereth into that within the veil; whither the forerunner 
is for us entered, even Jesus,” sweet Jesus. He then 
prayed,.and afterwards said to his young friend, “'The 
Lord keep you, and preserve you; God bless you: re- 
member me at the throne of grace. Tell my dear friends 
lam going; Jesus.is with me,.and I am not at all de- 
jected.” He then took.an affectionate farewell of him. 
Presently another young friend came in to see him, ct 
said How. do you do, dear sir ?”—“ Do!” answered he, 
_ “TfT had strength, I could tell you a pleasing tale of the 
LLord’s goodness to me.| My dear child, keep close to 
- Christ, you will find him your ‘best friend, in sickness and 
in health, milife'‘and in death. Be you therefore stedfast 
and unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that your labour shall not be in vain in the Lord.” 
Others of .his,valuable friends then came in, whom he 
cheerfully welcomed; and to whom he said, “ You see me 
now on my dying bed ;,and.a sweet bed it is to me. What 


mercies am I now enjoying in it ! «: Thanks be to God, I 
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have little or no pain. What Uiintng I have in my 
family! all my eight children a comfort to me, and so af- 
_ fectionate, they would, if it were possible, lay down their 
lives for me. With respect to myself, I am full of comfort 
and consolation, and able yet to recollect God’s precious 
word. The promises are like an army of soldiers ; when I 
have done with one, another suitable portion presents 
itself I never saw so much of my own unworthiness, or 
so much of the excellency, glory, and suitableness of Christ, 
as an all-sufficient Saviour. I would wish, had I strength, 
to speak of him till [ die: particularly to my young friends, 
whom I always loved to address. As to my sehtiments,” 
he continued, “I am no ways altered. The doctrines I 
have preached, I am fully persuaded, are of the truth. 
They are now the support and consolation of my mind. 
That Jesus, whom I have so long recommended to poor 
sinners, is my only comfort in my dying hours. His sal- 
vation is every way perfect and complete.”’ After recovering 
from a fainting fit, he said, “I am thinking on the laws of 
gravitation: the nearer a body approaches to its centre, 


with the more force it is impelled ; and the nearer I ap- 
proach my dissolution, with the greater velocity I move — 
towards it.” A friend who stood by, said, “ Dear sir, 
Christ is your centre.” ‘ Yes, yes;”’ he replied, “he is, 
he is.” In another visit from this valuable friend, he said, 
“Tt is hard work to pull up an old tree by the roots. My 
dear family, my relation to the church of Christ, over which 
I have been so long time an unworthy pastor, and my 
numerous connexions, are like so:many strong roots in the’ 
earth.” But some time after he added, ‘They are all got 
up, iad this world is now nothing to me’; I long to —— 


and to be with Christ, which is far better.” rhe: 


_. The sons of a much esteemed friend, who now attended 
him, when he was told whom they were, for his sight began 
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to » fail him, he affectionately embraced, commit 
you to the care of God, who only can preserve and bless 


you. I commit you to. my: covenatit-God, who -has pre- 


_ served me hitherto} and is my only comfort.” He then 


prayed, that they might never want the consolations he 
enjoyed, adding, am so exhausted, cannot speak 
much.”’ After remaining for a few minutes in silent prayer, 
with bis eyes lifted up, he stretched out his hands, and de- 
sired them to raise him; observing, that they were doing 
the last kind office fer a dying friend. To one of the 
- young gentlemen he then said, “ When I spoke at the 
family meéting occasioned by your birth, I addressed your 
surroutiding friends from those words in the 48th chapter 
of Genesis, and part. of the 15th and 16th verses. It was _ 
the prayer of your pious grandfather, and is now my dying 
petition for each of you. ‘God before whom my fathers 
Abraham and Isaae did walk, the God which fed me all 
my life long unto this day, the Angel which redeemed me 
__ from all evil, bless the lads.” To one of the young gen- 
tlemen he said, “My dear young friend, you have always 
been one of my greatest) favourites; I have ever had a 
_ peculiar regard and affection for you, and still have. I now 
give you this advice, as the:last instance of it. ‘You are ad- 
- vancing into more slippery ‘paths of life, than those you 
have hitherto walked in ; receive this admonition from your — 
dying friend. * Trust in ail live near to that God, who has 
led you, and fed you,'and brought you thus far; who can, 
and I hope and trust will, lead you through all: the dangers 
and trials, that:may befal you, and at last bring you into 
those mansions, which are ‘prepared for them, who. seek, 
and love, and fear him.” Here he broke off, and lifting 
up his eyes and hands to heaven, remained.a few nereoneaed 
in fervent’devotion ; then 
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His children now if he wanted’ any thing! 
“Want | !”’ he replied, “I want heaven, and eternal glory.” 
On the evening of this day an evident change took place, 
and he. lay for several hours in a stupor, so that it was not 
_ expected he would ever speak again.. But at two o’clock 

on Wednesday morning, the 17th, he revived, and with a 
serene and smiling countenance said, “ Look up, my soul, 
and rejoice, for thy redemption draweth. nigh. ” He then 
added, “I am looking up to Jesus—but a point or two 
more*, and I shall be at my heavenly Father's house.’’ 
_ His children now asked, “ Do you know us, dear father?”’ 
With great earnestness he replied, ‘‘ Know you! yes sure 
_ I do.”. He then took:a most affectionate leave of them all, 

and sovérdl friends, who surrounded his dying bed. Being 
asked, what shall we say from you to the absent. parts of 
the family, mentioning them all by name; “Say, my dear 

love to them; and tell them, [ am going home in peace to. 
_ my dear Jésus.”’. He was soon after very restless, and 
frequently cried out, ‘Help, help me! One grain of 
creature-mercy, Lord!’ His friends tried to help him; and 
said with tears, “‘ We cannot help you.” | ‘/Vo,” said he, | 
“help from above.” When he saw his children) weeping 
round him, he saith. “ For shame! why will you weep? am 
I not in my own Almighty Father’s hands? and he will 
take care of your poor old father.” »He often lifted up his — 
hands)and. said,; “My God! my portion! portion!” 
then, 'clasping his hands together, added, “I am looking up 
toJesus,” Frequently his struggles were violent. He would - 
then say,:“‘ Take courage, my soul, take courage: why art 
thou cast donn? why art thou disquieted within me ? 
Hope thou in:God, for I shall yet praise him.” Through 
the whole of his agonies, which were sometimes extreme, 


* Alluding to the compass. 
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_and repeatihg many portions of Scripture 


smiling countenance, said, “ Dying is sweet work! sweet 
work ! my Father! my heavenly Father! I am looking up, 
looking up-to my dear Jesus, my God! my portion ! 


5S 
he was not left to murmur. Once, when violently agitated, 


he said, “It is hard work; I shall die, I shall die, and go 


to glory.” Then, with his eyes steadfastly fixed upwards, 
he added, “ Are they not all ministering spirits*? I am 
coming, I am coming.” Pushing the bedclothes with his 
hands, he said, “ Take it away, take all the world away, 
all but Christ.” _ His struggles were again violent, and 


again he cried, “‘for one grain of creature-mercy Lord! 


one grain!”’ then, lying more composed, he said, “‘ Well, 
this is a mercy ;” and continued, “I wait for the Lord, my 


soul doth wait,.and in his.word do I hope!” laying a 


peculiar emphasis on the last sentence. About four o’clock 


mm the morning he turned, and said, “One more farewell, 


my dear children!” and affectionately embraced them all. 
From this time he continued. quite still and composed, 
looking tenderly on his surrounding family and friends, 
, which could not 


be distinctly heard. “Sweet gospel,” often escaped his 


lips. No alteration took place further, till about half an 


hour before his ‘departure, none of his family expecting to 
hear his voice’more, when he opened his eyes, and with a 


my all in all !” then with. a faint tone he. continued, 
“Glory, glory ! Home, home!” till, his voice failed, and 
with a smiling countenance, he yielded ‘up his spirit. into 
the hands of his heavenly Father, without a struggle ofa 


groan, about half an hour before 7 o’clock in the evening. 


Ow safe arrives the heavenly mariner, 
The battering storm, the hurri — 
_ All die away in one eternal calm. 
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59 
_ With joy divine full glowing in his breast, 
He gaias, he gains the port of everlasting rest."* 

He had just completed his sixty-first year; bed noon 
the ways of God thirty-nine years ; thirty-three years had 
been a minister of the Gospel; five years pastor of the 
church at Watford, Herts, and twenty-seven years pastor 
of the church at Liverpool 
Reader, may your life and mine be as useful, and our 
end as happy. 
Tt would be improper here not to notice the respectful 
attention paid by the church and Congregation to ihe 
_remains of their deceased pastor. =~ 
On Wednesday, July 24, 1799; at 9 Schock 3 in the. 
morning, the ministers, church members, and friends, 
assembled at the house, when the faneral eee: com- 

menced in the following manner. 
‘Rev. Mr. Hindle, since ft 
congregation of Manchester. 
_ Dr. Currie, physician ; ; Mr. Mw Cullock, apothecary; 

_ Church members and friends our in rank, and about 


Mr. Simone of Brounson, Re. Mr. Smith 
Revs) ‘Sharp of St. Helen's, Rev. Mr Bruce of 


Rev. Mr. Shine of Liverpool, Dr. Manchester. 


Zach. Barnes, Mr. Rowlatid Hunter, 
shone, 
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_ The corpse was catried, at the particular desire of Mr. 
by some of the members of 
Great ‘crowds of people followed. 
delivered the funeral and Mr. Bruce 
-@oncladed in! prayer. 
““"The ‘ministers and people then ent into ‘the 
which was so crowded, that numbers went back, ane 
aidinittance impossible. | 

Dr. Barnes commenced “iyine » service the 


{3th chapter of the First of Corinthians, and gave out the 
‘ord Hymn of the Second Book, Dr. Watts, 


Why do we mourn departed hens 


Sharp prayed, and Mr. ‘Smith from ‘the 
First of Corinthians, ‘chap. xv. ver. 19, “If i in. this life 
only we have mee in Christ, we are of all | men most 

_ Mr. Smith then in prayer. 
or _On'the following sabbath day in the afternoon, a faneral 
was ‘preached by Mr. Hindle} ‘from the 37th 

verse of the 37th Psalm. “Mark the perfect man, and 
behold the upright; for the end of that man is peace.” 
io In. London every affectionate attention was shown. Two 
sermons were preached, in the morning’ bythe 
‘Rev. Mr. Groves, at Tottenham Court Chapel,’ from the 
fifth verse in the 130th Psalm. “I wait for the Lord; my 
soul. doth wait, and.in -his ;worddo I hope;” and in the 
evening by. Dr. Rippon, at the Tabernacle, from the 19th 
_ and part of the 20th yerses of the sixth chapter of Hebrews, 

Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure 
and stedfast,.and which entereth into that within the ved 
whither, the forerunner is for us entered, even. Jesus,” 

Dr. Rippon gave on ners a short from 
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part of the 13th verse of the: first ange? of the first of 


Timothy, “But I obtamed mercy.” 
The following lines, designed for an inscription on | 


tomb-stone, were written by himself a short time before 


Predicator Evangelii wl 
Olim hujus Ecclesie Christi Pastor,:. | 
‘Natur&, et vita, peccator 
Sed gratiA et sanguiné Salvatoris redemptus, . | 
Corpus hic reponi voluit, oy | 
Stellam illam splendidam et matutinam expectans., 
Veni igitur, Domine Jesu! 


N &e | | | 
1 a 
a 

\ 
. 


An unworthy Preacher of the Gospel, 

Formerly Pastor of this Church of Christ, . 4 

By nature and practice a great sinner, 

But, redeemed \by grace and the blood of the Saviour, 

Has here laid down his body, 

Waiting for the bright.and morning Star...” 
Come then, Lord Jesus! | 
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‘Written soon after the Funeral of my aed Father, and now 
to his memory with the affection, 


my Saints, array'd in light, 
For ever pure and precious in my sight, 
Seraphic bands, bright messengers of love, _ 

On your swift wings of glad obedience move. 
The vict’ry’s won, the mortal conflict’s o’er, _ 
Raise his rapt spirit to this blissful shore, 
My faithful servant, whom redeeming grace | 
Near my high Throne appoints a glorious place. _ 
They who are wise shall as the splendors shine _ 

That deck the firmament with light divine, . 
And those who many turn to righteous ways, 
Transcend the sun in his meridian blaze; 

| Arise, my Saints! ye blest and holy rise ! 

With shouts conduct my servant to 


Th’ notes they mise, 
And swift as posting flame fulfil his praise. 
‘Now round: the bed; where ebbing life retires, _ 
Where mortal help, and mortal hope expires, 
Their fragrant plumes they wave, and scarce refrain — 
One dying moment the triumphant’ strain. 
Pe 3 The bands are broke, the last, last trembling breath 
dawning glory breaks the gloom of death. _ 
Hail, happy Spirit !—then with what surprise 
To the sweet song of victory didst thou rise ! 
Say, could the beauties of the realms of light 
| One dazzled moment stay thy rapid flight ? 
Be Ah, no! delays thy love no more could bear, 
Tho’ all was op’ning Heaven, and thou wert there. 
| “Lead, ye kind messengers,’ I hear thee say, 
ie “Swift to my Saviour the transporting way. 
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_ Tho’ your bright forms delight my grateful eyes, 
Jesus alone my spirit can suffice. 
_ On him, the bliss of Heav’n, with glad amaze, 
-And raptures ever new, I long to gaze. 
O joy unspeakable ! I live, and see ) 
_ The God, the Man, who died to ransom me: 
_ Nor me alone :—with ransom’d throngs I fall, 
Tho’ less than hdc our all in-all.” | 


The voice of God approving thus resound, ie 
All hail,my Son! my faithful servant, rise! 
Ye Saints and. Angels, Heavenly hosts; draw near, 
Say who shall lay condemning charges here? 
When, in yon lower world, I groan’d and bled, 
I bore thy sins—I suffer’d in thy stead. — 
Wrought by my grace, thy labours‘I approve, 
Wave this victorious palm, this harp'employ’ 
In my high praises, and thy boutidles'joy. 
Enlarge thy love; expand thy ‘pure’ desirés, 
Yet know beyonif theny all thy blisd-aspires, 
Enter the joy: of thitié exalted Lord: 
The fair assembly of the’ first- borti 
Thee Ihave made on hi bevaly 
‘Still bursting sorrow overflow our 
Ab, no! let every 
With “ Not:thy: will be done, dear Lord, but thine.” 
Here let us still adoritig “accents raisé, 
Rich was that bounty that, for years, - 
_ Sustain’d thy servant thro’ this vale of tears: 
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Rich wete the Spirit’s teachings, and free, 
In all the depths of sacred mystery. 
Hence he skill’d so wisely to unfold; 
The precious things of Scripture new and old. | 
Say, ye, whose hearts new life and fateour: found, ) 
| | Imbibing from his lips the joyful sound, 
who were woo'd to make the better: 
Ye, whohave trembled at his warning voice, 


Ye, weary pilgrims, ye whose harps 
the willows of affliction hung, 
| How frequent has he pour’d the wine and oil, — 

To heal your ‘wounds, and make e’en sorrow 
Rais’d your low hope this thorny maze seat ik 

Pointed the purpose of unerring love; ot 
| laid your throbbing hearts. in reste 


Seamen, ye heard his voice 


And on your ears with mercy’s accents. broke 
He strove tojraise you from that fatal steep, 
| | Just on the verge of Hell’s unfathom A dees. 
| Where those that sink can rise to.hope.no more, 
Soul-wreck’d and all but endless mis'ry o'er... 


Seamen of Liverpool, ye heard him cry, T 
Why will the; mariner resolve to 
Why will the hearts of osk, that fearless roam. 4 
| To guard our Isles, or bring our treasures home— 
| a | Why will the loyal men whom none can buy, 
ae Foes to themselyes, and slaves to. Satan, die!” 
while-ye listen’d,, still as death’s oop 
Say, was 10 permanent.impression made? 
O yes! the melting tear, the bursting sigh, 
| Was rais'd for mercy with repentant cry. _ 
Merey’s sound e'en mental rocks must shake,.. 
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And many thankful own’d this change divine, 
Dear beneath his care ye 
Like early plants enrich’d with morning dew.” 
How did his kinid; his condescending heart’ ““ 
To you in sweet instruction oft” inipart! (“’ 
How did he guide your’ feet in wisdom’s way, 
And shew you where unfailing treasure’lay! 
Display’d the precious pearl Of ‘price’ unknown, 
Nor rested till that pearl was made your own ; 
Then o’er you shed’ the tears of piots joy,’ 
And made your welfare his belov’d employ.’ 
Yes, your still grateful hearts ‘will long recal; 
These acts of love, atid bless him for them’ all, 
And wear his mem’ry Cherish’d in’your heart, 
More deeply trac’d than with the graver’s vai . 
Oh, live his life, and hope and earnest’ | 


‘Lorn Hill of Zion, thou alas must mottrn, 
The season’s o’er of his belov’d 
After long absence hé no more appéars, , 
And rich in gracé thy sweet’ communion ‘cheers, 
And meets with pleasure sparkling in his eyes 
Your welcomes kind with still more kind replies, 
And thy rich portion deals with liberal hand, 
And firm in faith enjoys to see thee stand ; 

And tells thee, still the same, his only trust, 

A God unchanging, to his promise just ; 
Describes those pleasures suited to thy choice, 
And bids thee now as part of Heav'n rejoice. 
These days are clos’d—but, in the closing scene, 
(Tho’ dark,) what rays of glory intervene! 
Recall the hour when threat’ning death drew nigh, 
With stern defiance in his cruel eye, 
And from his quiver an unerring dart 
Fix'd in the deep recesses of the heart. 
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Recall the hours, ye favor’d, who beheld _ 
By reigning grace the fears of nature quell’d ; 
Heard the triumphant evidence he gave 

That Jesus rose omnipotent to save. — 

Within the veil, ’midst storm and tempest fast, — 
You saw a living faith, firm anchor cast. 
‘My God, my portion,” then you heard him cry, 
“In death I feel thy gracious presence nigh. __ 
What! tho’ my fainting heart and flesh must fail, 
Above them all thy promise shall prevail. 

For my forerunner seal’d the blest decree— 
- Where Jesus is, his followers must be. _ 
He is my shield, and he my hiding place ; 

Task no other refuge than his grace. 
_Led by his hand the darksome valley thro’, 
I shall at length be more than conqueror too. 
How sweet the haven when all storms are o'er, 
_ The blast of death but lands on Glory’s shore. — 

Dying—sweet work !—beloved friends, adieu ; 
7 Farewell—my Heav’n, my home, is full in view. 
Seraph guides around, I come, I come! 
-OGlory, Glory, Heaven! my home, my home !” 
He said,—'twas o’er ; the last expiring breath—_ 


Then. peaceful smil’d, and bow’d his head in death. 


S—H. 
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OUTLINES OF SERMONS. 


As there are no Sermons left by my honored father, fully 
written out with enlargements under each head and division 
_ of subject, (excepting the two which have been given ‘to 
the public in the former memoirs, ) I make no apology for 
presenting a few specimens of his only remains in this 
essential department, in the form of outlines of discourses, 
which will shew his compendious method, and yet ample 
reference to the great truths of holy scripture; that analysis 
of the pure doctrines of the gospel*for which the succeeding 
notes are so characteristic ; that simple, yet lucid arrange- 
ment ; that sound argument, that beautiful illustration, that 
fervid desire to be made savingly useful to his hearers, 
_which absorbed his utmost powers and passions of mind, 
while holding forth the word of life to saints and sinners. 
I will only add, the following examples are selected from 
a considerable number of notes still extant, and written 
most legibly by his own hand: they are here faithfully 
_ copied, and most respectfully presented to his surviving 
christian friends, and the. public in general. 


Joun xv. 12. | 
This my commandment, T have led you 


SoLomon says, the mont of King New 
| these words of our text are the words, yea, and the words of command. 
too, of the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; and O! that they may be 
_ attended with his mighty power at this time to each of our souls, so as 
to make them the matter of our heart-felt experience and.delightful _ 
practice. They are a part of our Lord’s affectionate farewell discourse 
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to his dear disciples, and are proof of his love to them, and of theirs also” 
to him: he here commands them to love one another ; and thus are they 
equally now his command to all his professed followers, and a most 
solemn, kind, and not less needful command, than ever. In speaking © 


The. duty “To love one another.” And shew to 
whom it is given, and in what it consists, in principle and in practice. 

_ Il. The peculiar, properties of this commandment, as it is the Lord 
Jesus Christ's is my says the 
text. 

III. The vale ie denederd of obedience to it, as here laid down in 
the text: “As I have loved you.” 
IV. The ground and reason for it, as implied i in the words. 


| 


- 1. To whom is it given? to all the professed disciples and followers of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as much now as then, and it is given to them, 
(1,) Universally.; (2:) Mutually. How very frequently it is oe 
in the New Testament ! aM times over. 

2. it consists. in nan and mutual 
esteem and affection for each other. Ih the exercise and practice of 1 it 
and herein it consists, _ 

“1. In true and sincere love to one another. 

2. In inward, fervent, strong love to one another. 1 Peter i i. 22, 

3. In tender sympathizing love to one another. 

In faithful love to one ‘Gnother, ¢. the of Christian admoni- 
tion and reproof. 
6. In not ini word only, but in deed and 

intruth. 1 John ii. 18. 


oe changing.’ | 

Tn growing increing lve to one another, 
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mandment of the Lord Jesus Christ: “ This is my commandment,” ses 
the text. 

l. As it is his, it is a sovereign commandment; no appeal lies from i it. 

2. As it is his, it is a holy, just, and-righteous commandment. __ 

3. As it is his, it is a kind and GE PO RR as all his 
commandments are. 

4. As it is his, it is a needful and wise vienisatiiiedd, 

5. As it is his, it is a useful: beneficial: command, ‘as’ all: know who 
obey it, and it is so both to themselves and others. 

6. As it is his, it is an honorable commandment, and they are ‘truly 
honorable who obey it. | 

7. As it is oes it is an irrevocable everlasting commandment. 


III. The wile and standard of obedience to it, as ieslaldl down in 
the text, viz. “ As I have loved you.” | But, O what matter of: serious 


confession, ad deep, and mournful lamentation it is, or ought to be 


that we herein come so short of it! 
1, Our 2 to it should be cheerful, Sebo. and fm for so he 
loved us. 
- 2. Pure and disinterested, for so he loved us. 
3. Peculiar and distinguishing, for so he loved us. 
4. Constant and pérpetual, for sé he loved us. © 
5. Firm and unmoveable, for so he loved us.: 
__ 6. Universal, (in all respects) for so he loved us. 
7. For atanenty, for so he loved, and still loves us. 


The ground and reason both for command; ‘and for our 
obedience to it, as implied in the words. 
Herein is declared Christ's kingly ofce, and hereby is proved our 
_ 3: Hani Chit ory 
le’s good to obey. 
Herein he his love to them, hereby they mates thi 


4. Herein he proves himself a Seviour, herby prove they are 
saved by him. | 

‘5. Herein he proved tight and exemple hereby 
they prove themselves his humble followers and imitators. 
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6. he proves himeelf their living Head, and 
they prove themselves his living and psi members. 


V. Close with some | 
]. Examination. Have we considered, and do we consider this com- 


mandment, whose it is, and by what authority it is backed? and are we, 
or are we fot, found in the practice of, and obedience to it? | 
_ 2 Excitation, to stir us up to it. O let us consider the argument 
here used to the of it, viz. As I have 

3. Humiliation and that we so sinfully fail and come 
short herein; and, alas for us often and sadly act so very shamefully 


opposite hereunto. 
4. Prayer and supplication that the Lord the Spirit may savingly © 


bless the word spoken, to each of our souls, as we may severally need. 


bits 
‘Peat exix. 129, 


Thy testimonies are wonderful ; therefore doth my soul keep them. 


Inv the 18th verse of the Psalm, we find the Psalmist addressing himself 
to God in earnest prayer, thus, viz. “Open thou mine eyes, that I may 
behold wondrous things out of thy law.” And in the words of the — 
text he seems more than to hint, that God had, in a gracious and ex- 
perimental way and manner, heard and answered his petition, for he 
could and did now say, “Thy testimonies are wonderful, &c.” The 
words are devotional, viz. a sweet and solemn address to God, declaring 
the sense he had of the worth and excellency of God’s holy and blessed 
word to his soul, and the use which he through grace was helped to 
make of it: in the way, may the words be ours, truly and increasingly, 


of his are recorded therein. 
She to whom what expects his testimonies are wondefl 
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IIL. Shew what effects these wonderful testimonies of God produce 
in those to whom they truly are so, viz. ‘‘ Therefore, &c.” 
__ IV. Just mention some of the —— and happy blessing 
derived therefrom. 
Close with some reflections 


I. Consider God's mel as his testimonies, &c. &c. His word is so 
called, to denote that what he has revealed therein is a witness both for 
himself and to his people, and thus it is frequently described in SS. vide 
Psalm xxv. 10, xciii. 5, and no less than 23 times in this Psalm. John 
iii. 33. 1 Cor. i. 6, ii. 1. 2 Tim. i. 8. But, as proposed, I proceed to 
‘shew what testimonies of his are recorded therein. _ 
indie Many and peculiar testimonies respecting himself, such as are to 3 
be found no where else. : | 

2. Testimonies respecting’ his' love; pity, compession to 
poor sinners. 

3. Many testimonies respecting his wisdom and eae in ws. 
poor sinners. | 

4, Many testimonies respecting his power and ability, yea omnipo- 
tence in saving poor sinners. 

5. Many testimonies respecting his glorious all-uficieney in saving 
poor sinners. 

6. Many testimonies of his patience and long suffering in saving poor 
sinners. 

Many testimonies of his truth and faithfulnew i saving poor 
sinners. 

8. Many testimonies of instances and ‘examples of his saving even 
the chief of sinners. | 

9. Many of ghey 


1. To whom.’ To those (and those only) who through grace do know, 
believe, and experience the truth and power of them for themselves. 

2. In what respects. Wonderful, i. ¢. de- 
lightful, and profitable, vide 184 verse. 
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2. In respect of the subject matter of them, which nr: contain and 


reveal. 

In respect of. the manner of language in which they are reveled 
and declared. 

4. In respect of the and variety of them 

5. In respect of the usefulness of them, and the great benefit and 
advantage he received from them. | 

6. In respect of the pleasure and delight he finds in them. See } 11 ver. 

7. ee intent and end of them, viz. eternal 

| | 

IIL icaider the effect of these wonderful testimonies of God, in 
the: souls.of those.to whom they. truly are so, viz. « Therefore their 
souls keep them.” 

and sincerity, the zeal and earnestness, the care and circumspection, — 
the: lave; constancy ;-of ‘fheir-go-doing. thelr souls 
may be said to keep them, 
In the way. of reading searching them. 

2. In receiving and believing them. 
In memory.of, and meditation upon them. aie 

4. In obedience to, and practice of them. "ES My? 

Tn of, and yale for them; O to sch they are invausbl 
precious 

assurance of them, them intent! 

1. Hereby. spiritual understanding is strengthened 
and increased. | 

2. 

165 verse. 

Diligence and perseverance in the ways of God are 
6. Asmurance of heaven is obtained and increased. 
7. Eternal salvation shall be at last enjoyed. % 
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Close with some reflections. 
1: How precious, valuable, and wonderfal is God’s most holy word to 


them that believe ; say—is it so to us? If we are believers, it most 
certainly is, and must be so. | | 

- 2. What a delightful and precious part of the experience and practice 
.of such is it that their souls keep it,—do ours? 

3. What hopes, prospect and assurance ) doth it afford, both living and 
_ dying, to such. 

4. How awful, miserable and peasy is it therefore to live and 
die strangers and enemies to the good and invaluably precious word a 
God: O that such may consider this! 


ConINTHIANS xv. 58. 


Therefore, my beloved brethren, unmoveable, always abounding 
vain in the Lord. | 


TuEse words conclude this sweet and solemn cuapibe, and they are the 
practical inference which the Apostle draws from all that he had been’ 
before saying, on that glorious and fundamental doctrine of the christian 
religion, viz. the resurrection of Christ, and the blessed resurrection of 
his people in virtue of interest in, and union to him; and particularly 
in reference to their complete victory and triumph over death, sin, hell, — 
and the grave. See from the 54th verse of the chapter. Though most true 
it is that this exhortatory address is suitable, needful, and useful at all 
times, may they be so to us particularly at this time, while in speaking 
from them, as the Holy Spirit shall help me, I attend to the es 
viz. 


IL. The relation and pea under which he addresses them. 
II. The conduct to which he here exhorts them. _ 
ITI. The o argument which he makes we ft this 


exhortation. 
IV. Close with some reflections. 


The ration and character under which he eres tem “My 
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beloved brethren :” and this is a relation and character under which not 
_ only the Apostle, but also our Lord himself in many passages in S. S. 
addresses his people. Now he addresses them under this relation and 
character, to denote and express the following particulars, viz. — | 

1. His common relation to them as to all other believers, in the bonds 
of the gospel, and in their common Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; and 
_ this is the import of the term Lett lbp S. when it is used in a 
_ spiritual or evangelical sense. | 

2. His peculiar affection for them, as many, perhaps the most of them, 
were his spiritual children, therefore he calls them, his beloved brethren. 

3. His anxious concern for their spiritual and eternal welfare and 
happiness. 

4. His wish to excite sak stir up their minds to a serious attention,to 
the exhortation he was ove to je them, and a truly wranty and 
important one it is. 

IL The conduct to which here ae thom... eo this ‘i lays 
down to them in three particulars, viz. 

1. “Be ye stedfast.” See Job xi. 15. aoe 42. 2 Cor, i. 7. Heb. 
iii, 14, vi. 19. 1 Peter v. 9. | 

_ (1) Stedfast in faith, opposed to unbelief an doubting. 

(2) Stedfast in hope, opposed to despondency. | 

_ (8) Stedfast in patience, opposed to murmering and fretfulness. i 

) Stedfast in perseverance, opposed to backsliding. 

| 2. * Be ye unmoveable.” See Psalm xlvi. 5, ly, 22. Prov, xii. 3. 
Acts xx 24. Col. i. 23. Heb. xii. 28. cog 
Unmoveable from the foundation of the gospel. | 
~ 2.) Unmoveable from the doctrines of the gospel. 5 

~ (3.) Unmoverble from the profession of the gospel. 

_ (4.) Unmoveable from the spirit and temper of the gospel. 

(5) Unmoveable from the walk and conversation of the gospel. , 

3. Always abounding in the work of the Lord, i.e. in a holy life aad 
conversation. See the term used Rom. XV. 13. 2 Cor. vill. 7. Phil. i. 9. 
Col. ii. 7. 1 Thess. iii. 2. iv. 1. “ Always” denotes constancy, in that 
word or walk.  Abounding ” denotes 1 Ancrease in it, and it my, be. 
thus considered and explained, viz. _ 


CL.) Internally and experimentally, as it relates to what passes between 
Goa and your own soul. 


\ 
{ 
TS 
> 
> 
i 
ty 
ow 
} 
i 
« 
{ 
} 
; 
~ 
on 
i 
- 
4 
t 
4 
; 
eal 
' 
38 
by. 
{ 
i 
{ 
= 
74 
H 
; 
; 
| 
4 
} 
| 
es 
| 
| 
} 
| 
; 
* 
ak 
| 
+, 
= } 
r 


) Domestically, as it relates to family duties. 


(3.) Socially, as it relates to the church and people of God, and thy 
brethren in Christ, in a gospel relation to, and connection with them. _ 


(4.) Publicly, as it relates to the world and mankiad in general. 

(5.) srg goes as it relates to death and eternity. 

III. The reason or argument hie makes use of to enforce the exhorta- 
tion, viz. “ For as much as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 


the Lord.” That is not fruitless or lost. See Deut. xxxii. 46, 47. Isa. 
xlv. 19, Ixv. 23. Obs. This reason or argument is an appeal to their | 


knowledge and experieuce, “.For as much as ye know, &c.” 
1. Because ye know that it is the Lord that worketh i in you, both to 


will and to do. 


2. Because ye know that the love, power, and faithfulness of the Lord | 


_ are the same as ever. 
3. Because ye know. that he has promised to you in ‘his word, that it 


is not in vain.. 


4. Because ye know what ye have already experienced, both in pro- 


vidence and in grace. 
5. Because ye know he ever lives to make intercession. 


‘6. Because ye know what he has oe oe for you, and will most 
: assuredly bring you to. 


IV. Close with some teflections 


1 THESSALONIANS v. 23, 94. 


spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Obrist: Faithful io ‘he that calleth you, who aleo will 


Wecersan it may and must be said of the words of our text, that 
they are written and left on record for our instruction, that we, through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope. The text is 
the language of affectionate, earnest, and fervent prayer, primarily u:ed 
by the Apostle, for and in behalf of the church of God at Thessalonica, 
to whom the epistle was first ‘eildtesecd : “but not less so on the behalf 
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of all God’s chosen and called people to the end of the world. O may 
they be happily and experimentally fulfilled in each of us! and parti- 


cularly to those who have lately mode a profession. In speaking, I 


would attempt the mores things, viz. 


I. Consider the character and relation in which God, as the sanctifier 
of his people, is addressed in the text, viz. “‘ The very God of peace.” 
__ II. Shew wherein the sanctification of them experimentally consists, 
as prayed for in the text, viz. “ wholly.” 

_ III. Shew in what manner and to what end the ita a of them 


is prayed for in the text. | 
_ IV. Consider the ground given in the text for their aliens sad 


assurance, that thus it shall be with them. 
V. Close with some reflections. 


J. Consider the character and relation, &c. viz. “The very God of 
- peace.” Under this very gracious character, how frequently is he spoken — 


of in the New Testament, vide Rom. xv. 33, xvi. 20. 2 Cor. xiii. 1]. 
Phil. iv. 9. Heb. xiii. 20. Now he may be so called, to denote _ 

1. That he is the true and only God of peace. 

2. That he is the almighty and all-sufficient God of peace, to do all 


Gato them that they stand in need of from | 


him, as the very God of peace. 
3. That he is the tried and experienced God of peace to all his called 


people, and has been so in all generations. 

4. That he is the everlasting saving God of peace to his people. But 
more particularly, that he is here as the very God of peace said to be, 
as he in this endearing character only and assuredly is the sanctifying 
God of peace to them, i.e. that all their real and personal, their present 
and everlasting sanctification and salvation, flows from his being the 


God of peace, and ‘reconciliation, and love to them; and that in and. 
under this most gracious character and relation, he is the author and 


: bes Shew wherein the sanctification of them experimentally consists, 
_ as here prayed for in the text, viz. “wholly,” i. e. every individual of 


them, in their whole spirit, and soul and body, as in a: the following 
words of the text. 
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ne Their whole spirit, by which may ~ meant their natural temper, 
abilities, and constitution, and the experience of the sanctification of 
these is to have them conformed to the will and i image of God. 

2. Their whole soul, i. e. their immaterial and immortal part, par- 
ticularly their mind or understanding, their will and affections, and the 
experience of the sanctification of these is to have them brought into 
knowledge of, submission to, and love and likeness to God. | 

3. Their whole body, i. e. all the members of their body, and all their 
visible and outward life, actions and behaviour , as devoted to, and em- 
God. 


III. Shew i in what manner and to has aaa the preservation of them 


_ is here prayed for in the text. 
|, That they be preserved, i. e. ie powerfully, constantly, 
faithfully, and savingly and everlastingly preserved; or as the apostle 
Peter says, ‘Kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.” 
2. That they be preserved blameless, i. e. blameless in that sanctifi- 
cation of spirit, and soul and body, which they are through grace made — 
the partakers of, for in no other senses are they said to be, or can pos- 
sibly be considered as blameless. See Col. i. 21, 22. 
_3. Unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, for yet a little while, 
andi be who shall come, will come end will pot terry, Bee Phil, ii. 20, 
21. Titus i il. - 1S. Heb. i ix. 27, 28. 


IV. Consider the ground given in the text for their confidence and 
assurance that thus it shall be with them. 

1. The faithfulness of God, i.e. his own blessed and gracious s security, 
that he will keep and fulfil his word.. See Psalm xcii. 2. Lam. iii. 23. 
1 Cor, i. 9. x. 13. Psalm Ixxxix. 8. A most blessed ground of confidence 
and assurance this to his people. 

2. His calling, i. e. his regenerating and converting grace in and on 
their souls, as the apostle Paul says, “Being confident of this very 
thing, that he who hath begun a good work in you, will perform it 
unto the day of JesusChrist.”. 

3. His love and power, “ He will do it,” for true it is that he is both 
_ faithful and able, and willing to do it, yea to do ro gen abundantly 
above all that we ask or think. | | 


g 
A 
| 
1 
| 4 
7 
?, 
4 
i 
4 
> 
¢ 


78 


“V. Close with some reflections. 
1. What an instructing, encouraging, and soul-comforting passage of 
God's word is this to God’s called people; for these ends doubtless it is 
left on record. O that it may, by the power and influence of the Lord 
the Spirit prove to be so to each of our souls ! | 
2. That it may be so, let us tarn it into earnest and fervent prayer 
to, and pleading with him, for sure it affords 
much matter for this. 
How liveand ie stranger nd enemies to thisexperene 


Exopus xxv. 22. 


there will I met with thee, ond Twill commune with thee from ator 


In this chapters; God begins to inform the children of Israel of the 
form or manner of their public worship of him, as instituted by him, 
and of the materials which they @vere to produce for it; and in the 

-_ words of the text, he assures them that it was not in vain that they 

should do so. He never said to the seed of Jacob, seek ye me in vain. 

“This one promise believed was enough to make them generous in their 

‘contributions, diligent in their work, and joyful in their hearts: and if 

it did so to the Jewish worshippers, then how much more should it do 

so to Gentile ones now, since the middle wall is broken down, and the 
ceremonial vail is rent asunder. The gospel or antitypical meaning of 
this promise adds a double lustre or glory to this promise: O that gos- 
pel grace may reflect the lustre and fulfil the experience of it in our 
hearts at this time, while as the Lord the Spirit shall graciously enable 


Conse the mere sata type of Chri, and shew in ‘what 


respects it was so. 

UL. .Shew under what character and relation God meets his people 
| on the mercy seat. Leer | 

TEI. Shew how he communes with theks froin off’ the mercy seat. 
IV. Shew what peculiar blessings come from his doing. 
V. > | 
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I. Sp &e. 


_ The mercy seat literally in the Jewish tabernacle and temple, was 
_ the covering or lid of the ark, on which the shechinah or cloud of the — 


_ divine glory rested ; the symbol of the divine presence the most awful, 
solemn, and glorious part, of all the Jewish worship; and this ia he 

_ type of Christ. In what respects it was so. 

1. In respect of the meaning of the word, viz a propitiation or co- 

-vering: so is Christ a perfect and complete one. — 


_ 2. In respect of the matter of it, it was of pure gold: such isChrist 


as God-man, and mediator. 1 Peter i. 19, 6 Without blemish and with- 
out spot.” 


In respect of the for manifenting the divine glory 


and receiving answers of grace: so Christ. 


4. In respect of the singularity of it ; there was only one: so Christ, 


Acts iv 12. « There is no other name under heaven.” 


5. In respect of the place and situation of it; in the holy of holies, 


between the glory of God and the law; all which applies to Christ. 


a gracious way and mannerby it. 
is the same now as it ever was: it is the very life and language of the 


relation God meets his pope 
on the mercy seat. 

| everlasting covenant, “I will be their God and they shall be my people.” 
2. He meets them as their reconciled God in Christ. “This is my 

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. See also Isaiah xlii. 21. —— 
_ Lord is well pleased for his righteousness sake.” ‘a 

3. He meets them as their loving their forgiving heavenly Father in 
Christ. Psalm ciii. 13.2 Cor. vi. 
‘a 4, He meets them as the hearer and the answerer dies waren 
Psalm lxvi. 2. “O thou that hearest prayer.” 
their souls in Christ. 


ie III. Shew how he communes with them from off the mercy seat. — 
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Il. By tad and applying ald love to their souls, and this in 
Christ Jesus 
“2. By directing them to, and leading them in all the path and ways 
in which they should walk. Psalm xxxii. 8. 
SB. By supporting them under, and sanctifying to them all their 
afflictions and trials. Isaiah xxvii. 9. Rom. viii. 28. 
4. By owning and blessing his word and ordinances to their souls, so 


that it is good for them to be there. 
5. By subduing and 2 all ra foes and = inward and 


outward. 
6. By strengthening vey increasing the habits and exercise of every 


grace of the Spirit of God in their hearts and lives. 
By favoring them wae sweet foretastes and assurenices of the 


"heavenly glory. 


IV. Shew what come tit from his thus 

doitig. 
1. HTetcby their hearts and affections are more spititualize, 80 as to 
relish and savor the things and ways of God. 

2. Hereby their walk and cofiversation outwardly is divinely répu- 
lated, so as to make it _ caverta have been with and belong to 
Christ. ae 
3. Hereby the ways of God are to their souls made increasingly 

pleasant and profitable, so that they run and growin them. = 
_ 4, Hereby they are enabled to persevere to the end, as having Christ 
in their hearts, heaven in their eye, and the world under their feet. 

5. Hereby they are enabled to triumph over sin, a death and 


V. Close with some reflections. 
"2. Have you ever believingly seen, or experimentally known for your- 
self, Christ to be the great, glorious, and only mercy seae'Or manitier of 


access to God, and acceptance with him? 
2. Hence see what is the principal concern or chief end of a believer's 


gospel ‘profession, Viz. that lie may have communion with God. 
3. O be thankful believer for this, t0 great and previous a privilege, 


| @ mercy seat, a throne of grace. 


4. Take comfort, ete long every vail shall be rent away, and thou 
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shalt see and enjoy this seat, the Lord Christ, 


eternally in heaven. | 
5. What a terrible seat will Christ one day appear upon, to all those 
ive and die strangers and enemies to 


Acts xX. 24. 


that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have 
_ received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. ~ 


THEsE words are expressive of a most happy and blessed frame, which 
filled and prevailed in the Apostle’s mind, in a reflection on all that was 
already past, and in the expectation of all that might yet be to come, in 
a way of suffering and persecution, for the name, the gospel, and the 
- cause and interest of his dear Lord and master, as you may see from the 
22d verse: they are part of Paul’s farewell to the elders of the church 
of Ephesus at Miletus, and fully and sweetly do they express his zeal, 
his courage, fortitude and faithfulness, in his work as a minister of the 

gospel, and many and very important truths they contain, as addressed 
we will consider, 


| The Apostle’s holy courage and fortitude, in his Lord and master's 
work and service, as here expressed, viz. None,” &c. 

II. Bis zeal in and devotedness to it: “Neither count I my life,” ‘ 
ITI. The ministry or service which he was engaged in, amd desired 


thus to attend to. 
TV. Shew what it was that animated and constrained him thus rd 


express and declare himself. 
Close’ with some reflections. 


surg nd fad, vie. “Non of th things 
move me.” Sée also Acts xxi. 23. Philippians ii. 17. Colossians i. 24. 
‘The things le here’ refers to were thé persécutions which he met with, 
‘and endured, for Christ and the gospel’s sake. Now such was the grace — 
ef God with him, giving him holy courage and fortitude, a re 
snd did ‘say, “None of these things move me.” jaro ad 
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I, They did not shake his faith, it was built upon the rock. 
2. They did not move his hope, it was a hope that made not ashamed. 
3.. They did not abate his resolution and zeal to goo on in his beloved 


Lord and master’s work and service. 
4. They did not weaken or lessen his love to God, Christ, the Gospel, 


or precious souls of men. 
5. They did not cause any slavish fear or lictindiee 4 in she he was, 


as Solomon says of the righteous, “ Bold as a lion.” 
6. They did not o_o his aged and communion with God 


a in his own soul. | 
7. They did not darken his evitesibea or teks away his peace, comfort 


assurance, they all stood firm. _ 


IL. His in, ond to it, as in aon viz. 
“Neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that 1 might fais, my 

| 

course with joy,” which declares, 


life i in it. 


whikiner he should be called so to do. 


to a solid and satisfactory conclusion upon it. See aleo Romans viii. 18. 
his, mortal, life as an. ap fixed pure, 


, 5:-That, he; looked. for. a joyful, of it, here below, and for 


of 


The ministry. or service he, was, engaged in, and 
to attend to, as here expressed, viz. “And. the ministry that I. have 


received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel. of the; grace of God.” 
_ Observe, it was a ministry or service which he had received of the Lord 


Jesus; i.e, the Lord Jesus had called him.to it, divinely qualified him for 


| him.in, and which he, knew, he must. finish and give an account of. 
i | See Cor. ix. 16. Eph. iii. 7..1 Tim. i. 11, Now, thesum and substance. 
| Of this service or ministry, was to testify the gospel of the grace of God, 


i, e. 1, To preach it as it is the gospel. of the, grace of God, in | its. 


1. That he was joyfully, and willing to spend bis 
2. That he wha to lay. bie life 


_3,. That he had accounted and reckoned upon this so come | 


it, committed to, and trusted him with. it, supported, owned and blessed. 
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him. 


_ 2. To preach it plainly and faithfully. | 

3. To preach it fully and universally. 

4. To preach it diligently and constantly. 

5 To preach it, in addressing not only the ears, but the hearts and 
consciences of the hearers, and that as for eternity. 


IV. What it was that animated and constrained him, thus to express 
and declare himself. Not to indulge spiritual pride, or to bexalt himself, 
O no! far from this, but the very contrary, viz. 

1. His regard for we glory of God, and this was sincere, supreme, 


universal. 


2. His zeal for, and Aue to, his Lord, master walla saviour, Jesus Christ. 
3. His concern for the present and everlasting welfare and. an! vation 
of precious, and immortal souls, as they lay near his heart. 
_ 4, His desire to be found faithful to the death, and to be pure from 
the blood of all men. 
5. His de re to erfcourage others in the ce that should come after 


6. His desire’ to leave an honorable 8 behind him «when he: 
was dead and gone. 

1. How good a thing is it then both for ministers dod private cheistinien 
that, as the Apostle elsewhere says, the heart be established with grace, 
as surely Paul's. was, 1 in , ate, as well as every other delightful instance 
of it. 

2. hoe happy for that minister of the gospel, who through grace can 
truly adopt this language of the Apostle, and 1 is — to the end of his 


life and services, in the practice of it. 


_ ‘B. Let it excite us all, both minister.and people, to pray for a ichacemehe 
a constant, abundant, everlasting blessing, to attend a preached gospel. 
4. How awful then to live and die as nein enn: 
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LETTERS. 


_ THe excellent letters of my honored father, now inserted, 
are neither numerous nor prolix; they have been selected 
w th the greatest care.and attention, to their best end, from 
a mass.of others, (for my parent held the pen of a ready 
writer, ) as being most eloquent of his judgment and sym- 
pathy, in addressing his various christian connections, on 
their religious obligations and concerns. The first of these 
letters cannot fail to impress with tenderness and delight, 
every youthful seeker after the experimental knowledge of 
the love of the Saviour of sinners: perhaps as addressed to 
a young convert, it has never been excelled either in matter 
or manner; and the succeeding replies to correspondents, 
are not presented to the public merely because they were 
_ written by the late minister of Byrom-street Chapel ; but 
because they will, as more extensively read and observed, 
still instruct ‘and encourage the christian, in performing 
the duties, or bearing the trials of his daily warfare ; and 
while they afford pleasing reminiscences to his’ surviving 
correspondents, will afford them an opportunity of intro- 
ducing to their children, and successive generations, some 
of the best lessons of active the influ- 
— — SH. 


I shall make no of you, that I 
haye seen and read your letter to Mrs. P., and I am glad 
it came into my hands: when I had reflected a little on its - 


contents, it came Anto ay mind that when I could avail 
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_ myself of an opportunity, I would ‘address a few lines: to 
you, hoping, if it please God to add his blessing, they may 
be of service to you. I observe the general’'frame of your 
mind, as to best things, to be very low and distressed; and 
that on account of what you see and feel of the depravity 
of your own heart before God, and its sinful workings — 
respecting things of eternal moment. | But was there not 
_ a time with you, my dear, young friend, when you'neither 
saw, nor was at all anxious about anything of this nature, 
nor consequently had the least concern respecting your 
eternal state? Was this the case because none of these 
_ things existed in you? O no! far from it; you were then 
both by nature and sin, just the same guilty, fallen,’ de- 
-praved, helpless creature, you now find yourself to be : but 
you were then not aware of, and therefore cared not for 
consequences, either as they related to God, or yourself: 
well my dear Miss M. T. is it otherwise? far otherwise 
_ with you now ? Truly it appears so, by the recent language 
_ of your letter. Well, how came this change’to pass? Who 
was the author of this discovery; and the deep felt convic- 
tion of its reality in your own soul? And by what means was 
the change wrvught? Was it by yourself, the: world, or 
satan? No; however he may be permitted for the present 
(with your own unbelief) to try and distress ‘you, it is the 
Lord’s doing, and as such, the infinite mercy displayed ‘in 
thus dealing with you, should make it ‘Marvellous in your 
eyes,” however painful at present: yet from hence, learn 
that you,are not to sit down; and indulge desponding 
thoughts ;- no,” but’ rather remember what» our gracious" 
Lord. says, “'The whole need not the»physician, ‘but they 
that are sick ;”’:and’add 'with'the pious wife of Manoah, “ If 
the Lord had designed te slay me, he would not have shewn 
me such things as these.” Do you indeed see and feel ‘your 
total depravity, guilt, and  helplessness,and the: utter 
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impossibility of your being saved by any works, or supposed — 
righteousness of your own? And do you experience the 
truth of that text; which declares ‘ By the deeds of the 
law shall no flesh be justified, for by the law is the know- 
ledge of sin;”’ and are you convinced of it by deeply 
reflecting on its holiness and spirituality, and thus are you 
brought to see the absolute necessity of receiving another, 
_. and betterrighteousness than your own? And has a further 
discovery been made:to:your mind, both from his holy word 
and by the blessed Spirit-of God, of the glorious, perfect, 
suitable, and: all-sufficient ‘righteousness of Jesus Christ, 
and his alone, as fully competent to justify and present you | 
faultless before God? And are you through grace, made 
willing to’ part with, and/wholly give up any supposed good 
works, of your:own, to disdain them altogether, and say 
with St; Paul, “<I do count them but loss, that I may win 
Christ, and be foundin jhim,” &c.? Phil. 8rd chapter, 8th 
and: 9th: verses:: Is Christ truly precious as of God thus 
made to-you wisdom and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption? Do you look for atonement, peace, pardon, 
and holiness, only from the efficacy of his dying love, and 
for full, free, and»final justification and salvation, through — 
his divine merits; imparted to you? Now, if he has thus 
manifested, himself in infinite condescension to your soul, 
| it 18, your unspeakable mercy and privilege, to look to him 
| ~ byfaith and prayer; and entreat that he will maintain, and 
| carry. omthis. work of: love im:you. stili; commit all your 
cast all your:care upon:him, ever come to him 
just as: be all that to you that you 


stand in/need. workin: you to will and to do of 
pleasures; Attempt nothing in your own 
strength, meither look for, true, or soul satisfying happiness 
out of him::from hini, you cannot expect too much, nor too 
little from yourself; ,and.as you painfully experience, the 
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remains of a depraved nature, apply daily for help and 
deliverance, only to him whose grace you shall sweetly 
find sufficient for you, and his strength made perfect in 


i your weakness. What St. Paul pronounced as a bene- 


diction, let you and I turn into a prayer, viz. “ That the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost, be ever with us.” And 
in all your walk and conversation, as a follower of your 
Lord, depend upon the graciously promised ‘aids of the 
Spirit, of this peculiar and precious part of a christian’s 
experience, how full is the word of God, and the more 
you read, pray over, and confide in it, the more you will be 
convinced of the truth of this observation: that whatever 
are your trials, or inward conflicts of soul, you must never 
give up the precious promises of the gospel and fervent 
. prayer ; be your situation what it may, you will always find 
something suitable to it in the sacred scriptures, and it isa 
good and truly laudable end designed, to read them with a 
simple view to find your own experience there’: for example, 
when your mind is low: and distressed, read the 142d 
Psalm: to.establish your hope in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
often read the 8th chapter: of the Romans, beginning “There 
is now no condemnation,” &c., frequently read also the:25th 
- and 130th Psalms, in the language of which may you be 
enabled to pour out your heart to God as to your heavenly ~ 
Father :. consider prayer.as your highest, noblest privilege, 
as through that blessed medium you are permitted, nay 
Invited to draw nigh unto God, if you cannot pray’ as you 

would, pray :as well:as-you can.., It.was,an excellent ob- 
servation. of a.christian, long since deceased, If! prayer 
will not make a man leave; off sin; sin, will make him leave 
Never think moment of giving up 


appointed way of his: holy: ordinances: you will find his 


is 
4 
: 
| 
eh 
ie 
aft 
ia 
¥ 
2 
> 
< 
| 
bad 
‘4 
2 


88 


service is not a:vain thing; fear not either earth, sin, death, 
or hell; while you stedfastly trust in him for salvation ; they 
may distress, but they shall not destroy you; be assured 
your Saviour will do all that for, and in you that shall be 
best for you, and most for his glory, and you shall never 
have cause to repent. making him your all in all; neither 
shall the least or weakest of his people be ashamed, or con- 
founded, world without end. For the present adieu, my 
_ dear young friend, accept these expressions of sympathy, 
and regard them as a token of sincere and christian esteem > 
and kindness. Present my best wishes to your cousin, 
Miss M. B., tell her I should be much pleased to receive 
a letter from her, and will with pleasure reply to it, or to 
yourself; on further application. Present my christian 
regard, to your dear father, and whole family. I hope and 
pray that you and your dear cousins will be made blessings 
to each other.: God keep you from all evil, and particularly 
from sin, the first and worst of evils, and may his blessing 
be upon:you, for body, for soul, for’ 
sincerely’ affectionate, — OF 
MEDLEY. 
Lire, May 16, 


RISTOL, r 


you ath with these lines.’ You are very dear to me in the 
bonds and bowels of our beloved Lord, and though I am 
at present rerhoved to some’ distance from you, I trust I am 
not unmindful of you, or ever forget you at a throne of grace. 
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89 
perfect and in all the will of God, so that you 
go on to perfection, lacking nothing in the day of the Lord. 
_ O that you and I also may know more and more, what it 
is to live a life of faith on, and fellowship with’ the Son’ of 
God, who loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and 
sacrifice of sweet smelling savour. Ever remember my dear 
brother and sister, that the milk and honey of the heavenly 
Canaan, lies beyond the wilderness of this présent evil world, 
and our path (as Dr. Watts sings) to that 


« Lies through this horrid land,” - 


yet our heavenly guide will be with us shiv the way, 
and guard, and bring us safely to himself, to be for ever 
near, and like him, as promised in the word of his grace. 
.“ For when Christ who is our life shall appear, we shall 
also appear with him in glory,” and see his face without a 
vail, and sing his praise without a sigh for ever, and for 
ever. May the experience of the blessedness of these — 
things comfort our hearts, and quicken our pace towards 
the celestial land, amidst all the trials here below with which | 
we are exercised or surrounded: may we find strength and 
deliverance from our gracious God, who is alone our all- 
sufficient support and protection. I often think of you, as 
well knowing how much you have to do with the weighty — 
concerns, and perplexing course of this world; which must _ 
often press heavily both on your heads and hearts. God - 

grant they may not sinfully engross the best affections of 
_ your souls. I hope they do not; but doubt not both you 
and TI have great and daily occasion to cry, “God be mer- 
cifal to me a ‘sinner;” for ah! what are we in and of 
ourselves as fallen creatures, but a very mass of defilement, 
«guilt, and’ folly ‘However, sure I am that I had never 
deéper occasion to speak thus of myself, and this from what 
nature. 
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It is indeed mine to say from long experience, “‘His com- 


passions fail not, and therefore J am not consumed:” — 
indeed these are not words of course or custom with me. 
He who knows my inmost soul is well acquainted with the 
painful conviction of the truth with which they are spoken, 


 andone reason for my mentioning these things is, to induce 
you to remember me in your earnest petitions at a throne 


of grace, . 
most ‘affectionately, sincerely wish your may 


be richly and constantly supplied with blessings from the 
fulness of your Lord ; and that he may guide you by his 
counsels, protect you by his power, comfort you with a 


sense of his blessed presence, satisfy you with his favor, 
‘sanctify you by his truth, and seal you with his Holy Spirit © 


to the day of redemption. A few days since I saw a friend | 
im this. city, who inquired kindly of you; his name is 
Daniel. I am kept very fully employed here ; I am in no 
danger of rusting out, I assure you. There are many pious 


> and, excellent persons in this place, whose society is 
~ @neouraging and delightful... Great numbers attend the 


preaching of the word; God grant they may be benefitted 


their eternal and glory redound to his holy 


- Give my love to my dear brother Crabtree, now sup- _ 
a for me, and God grant him much of his comforting, 
quickening, and sanctifying power and presence. Present 


_ .mydove to.any of my dear family when you see them. I 
- am through mercy tolerably well, though I find a little cold 
and_hoarsness to-day. My: kind and christian love to in. 


quiring friends. I hope;.to write a pastoral letter to the 


church, as enabled, at large: I shall address it to. you, and 


hope you will take opportunity to read it to them. I again 
commend you to God most heartily and affectionately, my 


__ dear brother and sister, I shall be glad to hear from you: 
me of int your health and comfort. 
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‘Direct to the Tabernacle House, Bristol. For the present 
Be assured remain yours in the Lord Jesus, 
MEDLEY 


To Mr. and Doman 
Shaw’s Brow, Liverpool. 


To late Revd, J ohn Hall, Yorkshire. 
AAT May 16, 1774. 


My DEAR Brotuer, 
My heart has often been with you, since 
of the visitations of the Almighty upon your little ones, 
and now in your own person: I have frequently had such 
realizing views of your afflictions, that I have almost ima~ 
gined I heard you adopting the solemn and afflicting 
exclamation of Job, “ Have pity upon me, have pity upon 
me, O my friends, for the hand of God hath touched me.” | 
I can sincerely assure you, that you partake a large share 
of the sympathetic concern of your numerous friends. wt 
Liverpool; respecting the variety of tryin g dispensations 
with which you have been exercised, it may with the ut~ 
most truth and propriety be said, God hath spoken once, 
yea.twice, and I trust you, my dear brother, have heard thé 
rod, and him who hath appointed it; and that you have: 
renewedly rund there is sweet support in having a God 
ud call upon in the day of trouble, 
apg when he gives, supremely good, — 
Nor less when he denies; 
we crosses from, his sovereign hand, 
Are blessings in disguise. 


at: Wattford,. I was attacked | the’ same. 

way that you have been recently, and suffered the greatest 
agonies for twleve hours; but God was graciously pleased — 
to renew my strength, and raise me up again: may your 
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soul, during the pressure of these heavy strokes, be sweetly 
stayed upon the divine power, truth, faithfulness, wisdom, © 


and unalterable love ; in the consolations derived from 
_ which, may you bow to every dispensation of aus holy ep: 
- with deep humility, and entire resignation. =~ 


To you I need scarcely suggest, that the various 
of God with his dear children, are all consistent with his 
designs of love and mercy towards hess “This is the 
will of God, even your sanctification :”’ and, » as archbishop 
Usher justly observes, ‘“‘ The essence of true gospel sancti- 


‘fication, consists in having our will swallowed up in the 
-williof God.” ‘May the Lord perfect this great work in 


your heart and'mine. It is my earnest and fervent prayer, 
that you may be spared for further, and greatly increasing 
usefulness inthe church of God: may he who sits as a 
refiner by all the fires with which he purifies our sinful and 


polluted nature, bring you out again to the honor of his 


‘mostholy name. Weare all, family and friends, very de- 
sitous’of hearing from you by every. opportunity, and shall 


be glad and thankful if you will employ some of your 
young friends to inform us how it is with you in personal 


‘circumstances, till you are able to resume the pen yourself. 
Teommend you most affectionately to God in Christ Jesus, 


even our heavenly one to sal 

and remain; 
Your most. affectionate and 


the: Revd. Mx. the: 
,mently -pious; and ‘amiable minister of Haworth, the 
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My DEAR 
Tuts day about noon, upon Mr. «Walley; 
I had your affectionate and mournful letter respecting the — 
_ death of Mr. Hartley, and also Mr. Sugden; put into my 
hands: from all I knew of the former, I must say, a great 
man indeed has fallen in our Israel; I shall feel while I 
live, regret for his loss, and respect for his memory. In 
reading the account you give of his last hours, with what 
truth and energy of feeling we recur to the language of the 
Psalmist on a similar event, “ Mark the perfect man, and 
_ behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace.” Our 
gracious God has fulfilled all his counsels, respecting these 
his honored servants in’ this world, and now has in loving 
kindness and tender mercy, prepared the way, and taken 
them to be for ever with himself, and to enjoy the open 
vision of his glory. O let us, who are still continued on 
earth, be, not slothful, but followers of them, who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises. May we work 
with renewed ardour on receiving these admonitions from 
the tomb of our beloved brother : whatsoever we desire to 
do for the glory of God, to do it with all our might: while © 
_ passing through this vale of tears, we must expect these 
mournfully repeated parting strokes; but blessed be our 
God, and the promises’ of his grace, this scene of things | 
will ere long change, and undoubtedly for the best of all 
from: Heb. i 40. «God having 
provid) some better things for us;” and will he not’ who 
has thus provided, put ‘us assuredly into ‘possession’ of ‘the 
promised land? Most certainly he will. You know who hath 
“IT am he ‘that’ liveth;” and ‘blessed -be* his ‘glorious 
‘name, because he liveth, hin people shall live also. Mini- 
sters must die ; the heads of the most effective and honored 
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- Instrumentality, to carry on his omnipotent work, when our 


than the final parting with pious friends: my own experience 


will soon be laid in the dust; but our divine. master wanted 
us not before we came into the world, nor will he need our 


place here shall know us no more: the government is still 
upon his shoulders ; Zion is still near his heart, and he will, 
maugre all her enemies, assuredly make her a name and 
a praise through all the earth.. Yes, my dear brother, I 
trust we shall yet see her great and growing prosperity, 
and finally join the songs of the redeemed to all eternity. 


He hath done. all things well. Deeper and more painful 


sympathies for you have been excited im my heart, by the 

accounts, you give in,another part of your letter, of the 
backslidings and falls of some amongst you, of whom you 
had reason to hope better things: this to.a faithful and 
affectionate minister, is in'some respects even more painful 


has mournfully, taught.me this, fur our.church. too’ has 
recently, been under the necessity of excluding several 
members: for.immoral, conduct... The discouraging fears 
excited by, these awful examples, have brought me at times 
so\low, that I have been.constrained to say, “Had I not 
the precious word. of God to fly, to, promises to plead and — 
depend upon, I must give all. up:” both outward. and in- 
ward trials have multiplied. upon us as,a church, but blessed 


the God of\salyation, even, these things, however trying, 


e contrary ; for are they not a part of that great tribulation 


through which we must enter into the kingdom of heaven ? 


On,account of bodily weakness, and. the almost total loss 


ofimry, voice, Ihave been for,some time wholly prevented 
from public.service, but,through, tender. mercy, I am now 
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favored with raptures of joy, I have been enabled: by the 
blessed Spirit to derive sweet and substantial support 
the holy scriptures. I most affectionately commend you 
and your whole concerns, temporal and spiritual, to the God 

all grace, and remain, in the bonds of 

Affectionately yours; 

SAMUEL | MEDLEY, 


_ of their publication of the sl-interpreting 
Dear FRIENDS, 
in publishing a new: edition of Brown’s self-interpreting 
Bible, gave me much pleasure, and I freely: confess myself 


happy in thus testifying my. hearty approbation of your 


undertaking: I wish you great success therein, and will 
recommend the work itself with the most cordial esteem 
_ for its excellent method, and abundant proofs of knowledge 
and labour: it is in my opinion, by far the best family bible — 
extant in our country. (I speak not thus to depreciate 
others.) The. introduction is highly valuable: I do not 
recollect that anything similar has been attempted by any 
_ other commentator, and I am persuaded, that when carefully 
_ read, and diligently compared with the numerous and very 
judicious quotations from the sacred text,it must be attended 
with ample recompense of pleasure and benefit to those 
christians, whose time and labour shall be thus valuably 
employed. The marginal references likewise exceed, all 
others in number, ‘propriety, and.correctness. the. 
reprinting of these, T hope the: greatest care will be. taken, 
and the strictest attention paid to avoid every possible error. 
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The general account of each sacred book, but particularly 
the new, and judicious gathering of the summary contents of 
_ every chapter and psalm prefixed to their commencement, 
contributes very considerably to the usefulness and beauty 
of the work, and is well worthy the attention of every reader. 
The truly evangelical strain of the reflections at the end 
of each psalm and chapter, must, I think, impress every 
‘plotis mind on perusing them with grateful pleasure. 
Much might be added by a superior pen, in commendation 
of the learning and judgment displayed in the extensive 
and profitable notes at the foot of every page : undoubtedly 
the propriety of exchanging the Scottish words and phrases 
into southern British, will strike you as greatly recommen- 
datory to general introduction ; this improvement will I 
hope be most particularly attended to. As an excellent 
family and: closet bible, it has my highest esteem, and I 
shall cordially recommend it through all my connexions. 
That the circulation of this new edition may be very 
extensive, and mercifully attended with the divine blessing 
to the hearts of all those into whose hands ae. oh gem 
Sirs, your affectionate friend, 
o} servant for Christ's vale, 


my’ ‘sincere’ thanks, my dear brother’ K—n, for 

your ‘very affectionate ‘and sympathizing letter by Mr. 

| Walley, janr., which T duly received : respecting ‘myself I 

have in general only to'say,; as to my bodily illnéss, that — 
as your kind letter found ine,. 80, just so, this poor scrawl 

_ of tithe ‘to you leaves ‘mé, Viz: very ill, and much reduced 

insttength’: "Ihave ‘sometimes — ‘was’ 
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_ better; and on the mending hand: ‘but in'a day or two thé 
symptoms of my disease have’ returned upon me as violent- 
ly as ever: this is much of what I experience while now 
writing to you. How the Lord will be pleased to deal with 
_ me in the termination of my disorder, whether by removing 
it from me, or me from it, I know not; but this I know, that 
he doeth and will do all things well. Tam happy and desire 
_ to be very thankful, to inform you; that my mind is ‘calm 


and serene, and I trust wholly resigned to the good ‘will 


and pleasure of my most gracious God, so as to say, “Here 
_ Tam, Lord, do with me as it seemeth good in thy sight.” 
Jt is all well now; and will be better by and by.’ I 
_ know no other name, I want no other foundation, for my 
hope and salvation, for time and eternity, but that of Jesus 
and his everlasting love : this has never failed-any of God’s 
called and chosen yet, and Iam persuaded it never will. 
T do not love trimming’and half-way preaching, nor profes- 
sing, either you can or will: my'dear brother, I trust, bears 
me witness, that ever since he has known and loved! ime in 
the bonds of the gospel, and bowels of Christ; I have (as I 
trust by grace enabled) uniformly ‘set: my face” against 
all such merit mangle. . I know and daily feel I am a poor, 
dark, weak, and worthless creature; but trust I / would 
not walk willingly in’ eraftiness, nor knowingly handle the 
- word of God deceitfully, for all the world, or all the men 
in the world, whether professors or profane, whether they 
frown or smile ; and these things I write not to aggrandize, 
or set up myself, O no! God forbid, but to bear my sincere 
and humble testimony, to the truth, as it is in Jesus; and 
may that truth continue, and abide in. and with you all: 
whom I love in the truth, and for the truth’s sake. I know, 
and consider your outward situation in life, as it relates 
to the business, cares, and snares of it; and in this view, 
_ I pray for you in the words of the Psalmist, that his God 
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will, guide you by his counsel, and hold up your goings 
in his’paths, that your footsteps slip not ;” and that, when 
you haye served him in your day and generation, accord- 


| ing to his wall, he will bring you to his everlasting kingdom 
‘I trust J am thankful and pleased to find the © 


supplies during my absence, have been agreeable and 
acceptable; the. Lord the Spirit make them truly and 


indeed useful, to the called and to the uncalled of his 


chosen and redeemed people; and then there will be un- 


ceasing occasion to praise and bless his most holy name, 


¥ have no doubt but my dear friends do, and as by grace 
enabled, will continue in prayer to God, that, we may all 
stand prepared, beth habitually and actually, for doing, 
suffering, and submitting, to his holy will and. good pleasure 


in all things. I cannot at present, either see or say when 


Imay, be able to leave London on my return home; but in 


the state of bodily weakness I am now in, by reason of 


disease and langour, I am quite unable to make. such an 
attempt. Both of you accept my dear leve in the Lurd 
Jens; present the same to,any and every inquiring friend, 


be with you: both, my dear. children. To the Lord, on whom 
trust ‘you, -haye; savingly. believed, I do, most, cordially 
commend you, and remain ont 


in the host, of -bonds, bro 
SAMUEL MEDLEY, 


4 
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A fac simile of the above letter is is still in and may easily 


a > | | 


May the:rich meroy, and everlasting love of God in Christ, 
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REMINIS CEN CES, ILLUSTRATIONS, 
WITT! 


— 


still to be to his éxtétisive con- 


nections, and the public in general, some of the peculiar 
traits of conversational character which distinguished my 


late revered father in his social hours; and with these I 


presume even the most precise system of conformity to 
christian conduct cannot be opposed, or any think I am 
venturing on debateable ground by thus bringitig them 


_ forward, because the strictly moral or religious teridencies 
which the following proverbial or sentetitious observations — 
contain, are quité as obvious as the scintillations of wit, the 


analysis of experience, the spitited and natural humour, or 
the momentary glance of justly pointed satire, which now 


enliven the page, | ‘and formerly, as with electric touch 
frequently awed vice, ignorance, and. effrontery, (albeit 


unused to blush,) into self condemning silence; or roused 
depressed merit to renewed exertion and hope, or euli- 
vened colloquial leisure, and alleviated cares and sorrows 


during the continuanée of his consoling and cheering pre- 


setice. The first section in this department contains his 


more devotional and pious illustrations of the doctrine of 


dn overruling providence, ‘and the bearing of scriptural 


tttith of and actions the second part more general 


dtid Zetieral 
of thesé examples of the enetigétic dnd original’ turn 
_ of mind, which were so frequently displayed by my excellent 
while enjoying the social hour with ‘his pious and 
estee 
suggested thettiselves, and’ as considered’ 


facetiotia inatter, though, as previously hinted, of iiust 


pure and useful capability, as applying to the more otto 
ées of life ; recollécting the ‘effect of 


,emed friends, the following ititrodactoty lines’ 
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not irrelevant to the intfoduction of the 


matter, ’are thus anassumingly 
-'T love te thear thy name, and ’tis far spread, 
And blessings oft the well-known sounds succeed ;— 
Thus do their works survive the piousdead, | 
Their virtues thus, perenial, are decreed. 
_.». My father; still thy wit, with diamond ray, > 
_ Relumes the eye, whose sparkling lustre wanes, 
) “Thus, and on such a subject, did he say, 
Then all around the smile irradiate reigns ; 
(| Thy maxims too, are treasured in the mind, 
“That loves to ruminate on wisdom’s road, 
And followers of thy faith patience find 
They guide'to heavén, andcenter in their God. 
Hark! that low strain, and list that dying 
ssint ssconds his throne ; 
, Thy, pious lays, assist him to rejoice, 
And hymning these, he makes his triumph 
O should I live unblest, and die obscure, 
Tho’ anxious thought may oft this heart infest, 
Though not as thine, my memory may endure, 
with such grateful retrospect be blest; 
"Yet, though nor lasting bays, nor wealth I gain, 


Still honoring thee, Ihave not lived in-vain. 


+ There will be three eternal wonders: in heayen; 1..To. 
see some there whom we never expected. 2. To miss some. 
whom we fully hoped to.see. 3. the of all,. 
to find ourselves there. Where 
real. christian, he ased te is more. 
motion than notion ; more. more. 
than;full speed. 

«.A hypocrite is “all no. ect 


will believe anything, but practice nothing good ; anles he 
perceives his;worldly interest is agvenced 
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_A real christian has ‘four ways of growing: 1. Down- 
wards in humility. 2. Upwards i in devotion. 3. — 
in self-denial. 4. Outwardly in good works. — 

_ They give the best proof of their firm belief in the acto: 
trine of christian perseverance, who continue stedfast, im- 
moveable, and always abounding in good works to the end. 
_ When God puts his children into the furnace of affliction, 
he sits by as the skilful refiner, for a twofold purpose : 
1. To support them through the fiery trial. 2. To see they 
lose nothing but dross, which is not worth their keeping. 
Example: the three Hebrew children had only their bonds 


consumed by the fire, and they then walked forth more 


freely in the glorious liberty. ofjthe children of God.» 
\ Mr. Medley preached the rst charity sermon for the . 
Blind Asylum, erected in Liverpool, in the year 1777: 
his very appropriate and sympathizing text was from the 
gospel of Mark, viii. 22. Ase the blind man 
the hand.” 

Preaching from away after havin 
tasted the good word of God,” he observed, “ ‘True, those 
of whom the apostle speaks had tasted, but it is plain 


they did not like it; while the real christian approves of, 


feeds upon, thrives and grows | on the support derived 
from it. 

~» Of riches he frequently bere’ the: pains of getting, the 
care of keeping, and the fear of losing, make great and. 
deduction from the enjoyment ofthem. 
A religious bite, he used to observe, is the worst of all 


teeth meet. +, 
"Preaching f Psalm CXXXVill. 6 “The Lord 


the proud afar off,” he observed the words indicated in the — 


original, “‘ He keeps them at arms length ; intimating his 


‘abhorrence of the folly crime of such @ disposition.” 
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_ Pravelling during the time of corn harvest, he observed, 
as'the,coach slowly. ascended a hill, a farmer coming out 
of his corn field;:and' accosted him hele in his usual. famil- 
lar and pleasant way: Well, farmer;:you havea fine crop 
this year,” Yes 'sir,’’ réplied the farmer, “ thanks to the 
good providence of second farmer as he passed 
on, he made the same remark, “Aye,’’ replied he, “ thanks 
to, my-own! dung cart.” Mr. Medley, after reproving the 
man for his ingratitude ‘and profaneness, did not fail to 
improve! the striking contrast of character to his fellow 
passehgers, by remarking that half the world preterred 
their, own dunghill deities, to the great God of heaven and 
earth, who)appointed the sun in 
the seasons of the: year, 
are often sent to learnof those tpon 
how, slight a value he sets on them, from the inca- 
pacity.of the possessor to enjoy them, or their abuse of the — 
dangerous gift; he would add, “ Not riches, 
the inordiziate,love of them, is the root of all evil.” 

'Preavhing from Psalm éxxxix, 14. “ Fearfully and won- 
detfally meh ,” he thus enlarged : fearfully and wonderfully 
fearfully and wonderfully redeemed, ‘ahd finally, 

y and Wendel | saved, are all the people of God. 


who, perish in their sins will find, that though the 
of, God. had leaden feet; they have iron hands, 
‘and when theimpenitent are once fallen ander them, there 
will: ke none, to.,rescue; however suffering the Patience 
Gods he would say, (as it respects the good things? of 
this life;) gives his childten ‘a hand basket fior- 
tion, (ftom djoustom yet extant in some parts of Wales;) 
though not; fuil,. it vhas/always something in it for present 
may whe are ‘constantly 
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immediately supplied by. his heavenly Father's hand, with 


lel instance can ever be produced of the value of that gift 


_ the suppliant at the throne, of grace. 


103 
attended. to, envy. the. rich,, since the: daily recipient is 


tender and constant love, and thus: “000 the notice of 
his eye, and the kindness of his heart. % 


Hearing the recital of an atrocious act of wickedness, | 
he said to one present, who expressed just horror and a 
testation of the crime, “Ah! my friend, if it was not for 
pride, fear and shame, ‘those tyrants of the unrenewed 
heart, our streets would every day run down with blood.” 


) Preashing from John iii. 16. “ God so loved. the world, 
&e.” ‘he observed, “This is a so without a such,” no paral- 


God; eternal life death’ of his Son. 
4 paraphrasing t that text, ff He that cup of 


paves in the name of a disciple, shall not lose his. reward,” 
True,” he observed, ‘but. that is, he 
nothing better to give,” 


He frequently. said, when adizening hiss pious congne» 
gation at, the monthly lectures on prayer, ‘‘ The shalls and 
wills of scripture. ought to. be constant encouragement to 
They ‘shall call 
upon me, and I will answer them ; they shall be my people; 
and. I will be, their God,” intimating. the invincible.aids of 
the, Holy Spirit, and a God hearing prayer, and who.cannot 
fail, but to, answer and who 
Toone, whom. he. thonght severe on: the irvegulezitien of 


temper, which, were too often visible.in aneminently pious 


character, he replied, Ah! my. dear: friend,) we: can.see 
his. imperfections, ‘and sorny: for: it 5: were 
well, acquainted with his, mournings: and. self dbasement 
before God, on this account, ( must still highly 
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 gensuring him.on account of the occasional 
-‘analmost constitutional sin.’ 
Speaking to one who much feared he 
the fiery trial of persecution, he said, ‘‘ Do not be afraid; 
those saints whom God employs. in wintry seasons, he al- 
_ ways clothes in winter garments ; he can put heaven into 
‘the soul, before he takes you there, and then you will not 
wre with the way net, however rough and stormy.” 


»(Speaking of the anes honor God puts 
om the work of the divine Spirit, even where the natural 
abilities are but feeble and contracted, he related the follow- 
ing interesting circumstance, in a most impressive manner: 
_In the persecuting times of Charles the 2d, a few pious 


_ Protestants who had met for divine worship, were sent to jail — 


on the charge of holding conventicles, and other illegal acts: — 
they ‘were ‘confined altogether in one room, and previously 

to their examination before the magistrate, had been very 
 @arnest in presenting ‘their supplications: at a throne of 


grace, that‘a mouth and wisdom might be given them before 


their persecutors, to silence the adversary, and that he 

who should be first called to reply might be assisted by the 

@idsof the divine: Spirit in an effectual manner. It so 
occurred, however, to the” consternation, and temporary 

_ @isappointment:of the whole company, that he who was 

called ‘upon first to give an account of himself, was (though 

very pious and much devoted to the service of God, ) a man 

Of but weak: intellect. “What is your name?” said the sit- 

magistate in a scofling tone. “ My ‘name,”’ replied the 

_ Poor'maminterrogated, “is, the holy, the just, the wise and 

thetrae.” do'you make that out ?” said the magis- 

contemptuous sneer. “In Christ I am all 

these,’ said And:are all the fellows with you,” rejoined 
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-no.other place.” They were immediately driven from the 
presence of their unjust judge, and: presently found them- 
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the magistrate, “of the same opinion?” “Yes,” they’ all 


replied, with one voice; ‘Yes, sir, we are.” “O take 
them to Bedlam, take them to Bedlam instantly,” said the 
magistrate, ‘‘ they. are altogether a set of mad fools, fit for — 


selves restored to liberty in the streets of the city, admiring 
the interposition of their: God in answer to prayer; who 
had thus led the blind by a way they knew ‘not, to their 
own habitation. Improving this singular circumstance, 
Mr. Medley used to observe, that to abase the pride of man, 


— God often Sus use of instruments to bring about his pur-. 


poses of wisdom and love, which the wisdom of this world. 


would only fling away or epee upon, with derision and 
contempt. 


have always. found ej atory prayer,” my 


- father, “ the best preface to public exercises of the ministry: 


frequently. has a single aigh, ‘Lord help me,’ been immedi- 
ately answered by gracious communications of aid from the 


_ Spirit of all grace and truth; and the work I feared has been 


not.merely easy, but delightful, and sometimes distinguish- 
ingly crowned with seals to my poor ministry.” ; 


Speaking, as he frequently did, in admiration of the 


- matter and manner of the xlvi. Psalm, he would sometimes 


_ orstand‘on my defence against my enemies, by the powerful 


add, ‘*It'is my pocket ammunition; I draw daily supplies 


and Gracious assistance of truths therein contained. _— 
- «Where ever God gives a praying heart,” he used to ee 


e “be assured he intends to answer prayer, and that either by 


giving ¢ the thing asked for, or something else quite as good.” 


» Itis a sure sign he used to say, that God ‘does not intend 
housekeeping with us, when pious youth are 
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into the church'ofGod: it is like purchasing so 
furniture, both for ornament and use. 

°!To‘one of his church members, who he mane was destin’? 
ing from the former ardor of his religious profession, he said, 


on accidentally meeting with him, “Ah! my dear brother, _ 


you was a red hot apprentice, a luke-warm journeyman, 
- amd are now I fear fast verging into a clay cold master, for 
seldom see you at the house of God.” 


“He preached a sermon on the Sabbath evening previous 
to the execution of two unhappy malefactors for burglary 
in the neighbourhood of Liverpool. His awfully appropriate 
text; Romans vii. 23, “The wages of sin is death,” He 
introduced his subject by remarking, in the most emphatic 
manner, “Hard wages, that a man cannot live by. ee a8 


To check the distressing fears of one who was tempted 
to think he had committed ‘the only unpardonable sin, viz. 
that against the Holy Ghost, he replied, “ My dear friend, 


three arg are necessary to the completion of this ruinous 
crime; 1. Light in’ the head. °2. Malice in the heart. 


And 3: Total insensibility of conscience ; and therefore 
those who greatly fear they have ebinimitteod it, and deeply 
mourn their guilt, plainly shew vrs are’ not the A sel 

hable to. condemnation.” 


Being much indisposed one Sabbath “jes before: 
gomg into the pulpit, a friendly minister who happened to: 
be»present,. said, relieve you-sir, by. commencing 
the-service by you,” replied, my, father, 
“ ‘but I always chuse to wet ‘my own scythe.” 
Un private prayer, he always ‘used the aid of iy voice, 
‘an audible, though very moderate tone ; and. would 
sometimes say in allusion to this practice, “ That though we 
are not heard for-our loud. or much speaking, christians 
were warranted from the example of Christ himself; and 
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holy men of scripture, «to chuse’ that manner in private 
devotion, which. they found best calculated, to keep the 
‘mind from roving, and their thoughts engaged ‘during the 
moments of solemn communion: between God and our ow” 
Speaking from the subject of the»relief of the serpent- 
bitten Israelites, by a sight of the brazen serpent lifted up 
in the wilderness, he observed on this occasion, “What 
multitudes would-crowd to gain a single glimpse, and, no 
sooner obtain it, than rejoice in help and cure,” and thus 
he would say, “The sih smitten soul once obtaining .a 
transforming glimpse of the all sufficiency and willingness 
of Christ as a Savionr, i is healed, and safe for ever.” 


He frequently to say when he heard of. the out- 
hesihisies of open sin in professors; “Ah! that person has 
been a backslider in private some time past ; bc 93 

“always begins at the closet door.” 


To a profane person who: was railing i in Mr. M: 
against different professing characters, he replied, <‘ Well 
sit, | know much worse of one person, who , also makes. a 
profession of religion than any of those, to whom you | have 
been so unmerc.fully severe, and on his conversation. and 
conduct, I am obliged to keep a perpetual watch.” - “And 
who may that be,” said the man. “Myself, sir, replied Mr. 
“Medley, ‘and the more T see of the evils of my own heart, 

and the ‘value of res grace, T am the less inclined 
to pick holes in the coats! of a 


Some professing christians, he used to say, tke neon a 
birds, ‘can'‘swallow any kind of spiritual ‘food ; ‘wholesome 
‘viands to-day, and trash to-morrow ; while the truly discern- 

_ ing and spiritually enlightened can only” relish arid 
be nourished by‘ the bread of ‘is ‘the chaff to 
the wheat? saith the Lord. gro 
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the fretful. and impatient he would sometimes say, 
Tis a pity we should take the needless ccapee of ne. 
well. as: bearing the cross.” 


“'To a friend who said she could a hear to eal under 
her own minister, (meaning himself) he replied, “Do not © 
— feed: ‘out of its own dish.” 


“To a person who talked thes boastingly of the means, 
manner, and time of her conversion, he replied, “Ah my 
friend ! though I hope ever to remember with gratitude the 
first effectual dealings of God with my soul, yet I have been © 
converted many times since then, and from the growing 
acquaintance I have with my am ‘Heed 
conversion every day.” 


“Tn advising young ministers respecting the manner r of 
themselves in their public duties, he would 
. sometimes say, “Use soft words, and hard arguments; and 
_ ‘with respect to language, while you avoid-every thing coarse 
and mean, yet endeavour to be perfectly intelligible to the 
poor and iffiterate of ‘your congregation. Nothing is gained 
either in national or over 


_ Holy desire is the pulse of the ied soak and when 


it is. in regular action, it is an incontrovertible proof that 
spiritual life has not only commenced, but.is going on to 


ungnding existence. 
There is only this difference him sins, 
him who tempts another to sin, the one is ees. a Little | 


God sometimes wounds i in amanner, but 
bimeelf can heal ; ‘yet, blessed be, his name, no case is too 
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desperate to admit'the aids of his skill and love, and he will 
at last appear the great and ay neers physician of all 
| 
"The door of life shuts with n more ‘hess common violence 


Bs against those who have long sat under a faithful ministry, 


yet die impenitent. 


There is but a single step between truth and errors: step, 
did I say? There is scarcely an hair's breadth, atin 
are only safe whom God keeps. | 

Being asked whether he thought there ever was an atheist 
in reality, Mr. Medley replied, “Sir, I believe there are 
atheists from necessity, but none from conviction ; those 
_ who hate God, still dread his anger, and therefore try to 


ae disbelieve his existence: but the fool alone, even in his 


heart, hath ‘said there is no God.” 


“When told of the fall of flaming sella hie ‘used to 
observe, with many a painful sigh of pity and regret, “ What 
‘a wonderful mercy it is, my friends, that our crazy barks 
‘still surmount the buffeting waves of a present evil world, 
while so many wrecks continue to strew the ocean of life.” 


The mediation of Christ in heaven for his saints,” he 

used to observe, “ was no laborious work of supplication or 
entreaty, but the appearance of his glorified body on the 
throne, impressed with the marks of those wounds, and that 
death of crucifixion which he bore for:his people. ‘ Look 
upon the, face.of thine anointed,’ said David, in one of his 
hence flows the infinitely valuable gift of the Holy Spirit, 
with all his: mfmence, and graces, into the renewed mand, 
_ By'and by, the mediatorial office of Christ will be given:up, 
with:all the kingdom: of the redeemed, to the Father, and 
the-triune God shall be all in all: then no more intercession, 
no more messages of mercy, and: hope of redemption. 
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Banos derive thé doctrine. of the and inter- 


-— ‘To enforce the duties of patience to the will of of God, i in 
the disposal of earthly portions, he would say, . Your 
heavenly Father often shews you, in the course of his 
_providence, what little value he places on this world’s good, 
by’ putting much of it into the hands of those, whose prin- 
ciples and habits are ‘such, that they can neither enjoy 


é Preaching one e Sabbath morning F sith 
love,” the leading head of his sermon tended to shew the 
‘various ways by which this;was done; he compared the real 
christian to a good arithmetician, who, when he works by 
addition, adds faith to love ; when by substraction, takes the 
evil from the good ;_ when multiplication, has-mercies to 
enumerate, and enlarge upon without end; when by divi- 
sion, he. divides the chaff from the wheat, Doth i in doctrine | 
and rule of life; when by practice, he aims to work all the 
graces of the Holy Spirit into action, till he worships the 
Three-One in heaven, without a single flaw of imperfection, 
the Father, the Son, and the H oly Spirit, for ever. 
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“used! to give this caution to his pious young friends, “ Alas! 7 
you)will:soon find, both from: yourown experience, and 
farther:observation as you!advance in life,' that only. the 
best part of their ‘character can be given to their surviving 
friends';oand and useful to. preserve that «part 
may afford.¢xample ‘or «encouragement, to: their 
_Burvivors;ih<every good word or work, while their i imper- 
| fections: moulder with: int the: 
_ oblivion and forgetfulness.” To on 
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LIVELY AND FACETIOUS REMINISCENCES. 


Being once called up in the ee by a loud ii 
at the door, he 2 opened the window and asked who was there: 
“Tt is-me sir,” replied a man: “ my little boy is very ill, and 
like to die, and I want you to come immediately and give 
ita name.” “Call him John,” said Mr. Medley. “ Good 
“— friend,” and then shut the window and retired to rest. 


Calling at a friend’s, the lady of the house said to him, 
“Oh sir! you have a entail hole in your stocking: allow 


me to’ draw it up,” he turned to look at it, and without a 


moments hesitation threw off the following impromptu, 
A hole in my stocking I'm sure ’tis quite shocking, 
_All people will think me to blame; 
still he who brags, of his self-righteous rags, 
I'm sure has much more need of shame. | 


°Tyavelling with two naval officers from to Cha. 


tham in the stage, he frequently found it necessary to, check — 


them for profane swearing ; ; he reproved, he entreated them 
to forbear while in his presence. They avowed they had 
fio thought‘ of offending him, or taking liberties with his 


chatacter a3°a minister; but from long use, the habit of 


_ swearing’ in conversation was become inveterate, and they 
could not'all at once’refrain from it. In a little time the 
coach’ stopped’ at’an inti’ on’ the road to change horses ; the 
hostler bronght them’ out’ of the stable, with a volley’ of 


oaths, (at'the’ boy who assisted him,) for some default in 


duty.’ Mr. Medley immediately stepped out of the coach, 
and laying his hand on his shoulder, good humouredly said, 


Hostler, what’ aré you doing? You have’ no right to 


ol if it is the privilege of gentlemen, such as those you 


: in in’ the coach ‘surely it ‘is highly improper in you to 
‘mate your betters. The fellow stared without ; 
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_ addressing the auditors, remarked with approbation their 
Silent and serious attention on the occasion, “all but this 


but the travellers stood ia and assured Mr. Medley 
they were ashamed of the vulgar habit, and would, while 
in his company, at least, be upon-their guard. My father 


_ followed up the impression, with solemn warnings on the 


dreadful’ consequences of and BY, 


excellent friends. 


the religion of the devil,”’, Nay,” said Mr, Medley, 


“do not vag Satan ; devil as he i is, he would be ashamed 


“Coming down from the one morning the 
service, he stopped to inquire.of the singers, , what was the 
name of the tune they had been singing. “ Glory, sir,” 


answered’ one ‘of’them: “ Glory,” replied Mr. Medley, 


“nay, call it ahabod, ‘for am sure the 
if it ever had any.” 


“Do you know me, sir,” "aid a Mr. High 
day, “Yes my ‘and I pray God to 


you low.” 


Being called to. some cai ndidates for the ordi 


| nance at Rochdale, in. the river adjoining that town, a large 
concourse of spectators assembled on the occasion, who 


behaved with the greatest. solemnity. and.decorum during 
the administration, with the exception of one man, who 


had the misfortune by. some accident to lose a leg:; he had, cS 
however, procured a wooden one, and with this noisy sub- 


stitute, stumped about making all the disturbance he dare, 
by way of shewing his contempt of the proceedings, and to 


the great annoyance of the serious spectators assembled on 


the occasion. On coming out of the water, Mr.. Medley; — 
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ofthe offender, who had pushed througli the crowd; now 
stood ‘by his ‘side; “ Sorry I am to remark that he has done 
all in his disturb and distress us,”’ at}the same 
_ time glancing at him with that severe, yet arch expression 
of countenance, peculiar to himself ;:and which at once 
designated the =, and his wooden ae to all 
the assembly. 


conceited Clerk, who officiated in one of the 
of London where my ‘father was to preach in the evening, _ 
on his entering the vestry, thus addresed him, with what 
heno doubt presumed was-very important information: ‘Sir, 
Tl tell you how we. proceed here; first: I sings, then; you 
prays ten minutes; then I sings again, then you preaches 
three quarters Gan hour; then I. sings again, then you 
prays five minutes, and the service is concluded,” “Why” 
said Mr. Medley, “T think you have a deal. more singing © 
than praying or preaching here: I suppose you think it of 
the greatest importance ?”’ “Yes, to be sure I do;” replied 
Mr. Clerk, “there will,be singing in heaven, but no preach- 
ing there.” ‘True ;” replied my father, “but, blessed be 
God, you'll not, be Clerk there, Spooge I hope bie may be 
‘permitted to join chorus.” 

_A christian need, fear nothing, who ‘has ‘these. three 
things in possession : acaunnene a good cause, and a 
good conscience. 

«Palle you of living the life of such, or sich a great n man,” 
said Mr: M. ; give'me the life of & kitchen bright, 
‘warm, and always at hand for us.” 


What are you doing on the exchange said his kind 
fiend, the late Capt. Bennet, to him one day: “Why to- __ 
day,” replied my father, “I am shooting gold finches, for 
the Liverpool and T hope to a 
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the excellency of the to a young 
he ‘said, ‘‘Give it always:the decided preference, 
barn.” 

He There- was one text in the bible 
which the most accurate tuo often mis-quoted, by substi- 
tuting the word shall where it has no existence: “ All 
things work together for good,” not shall do so; they are 
at present operative, and harmonizin to beneficial 
for the people of God. an 


glad to see ‘you 80 better this 
ine ;* said a friend to him, who was a chandler; “you - 
certamly mend.” “Mend:!”’ replied Mr. M. Aye, just 
like the Irishman’s pound of candles, which he dropped in 
the dirt, picked up, and then them 

Calling fora small aiticle of food, sir,” the 
Miistitene of the shop, “let me send it home,” “Nay,” said 
‘own provender.” 
«How do you do, sir, a on 
him in the street, “I hope you are pretty well.” « Pretty,” 


replied Mr. M. ‘never’ Was ; seldom am ; but 
mach at your service.” ia: 


1 tnent man to 


“How old may you be 2” said.an 
one day. “Why,” Mr. I may y,,be. an 
Cleanliness, he used to way, is to 
4 christian i is an anomaly i in the very, nature of things, 
Being appointed. to take a part in the public duties. of 
‘the; Yorkshire Association, ;which. took..place, at Hebden 
many years ; on the to. eve 
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‘the dosing address with as the day hiad been un- 
commonly hot,/and the ‘place of worship much crowded, 
_ many of the pious, but exceedingly fatigued congregation, 

looked with consternation towards him, expecting from his 
spirited ‘and commanding appearance a longer sermon than 
their previously wearied spirits could well ‘bear, after’ two 
double lectures, one in the morning and the other in the 
afternoon, during the whole time of which numbers’ were 
kept standing. Mr. Medley astonished, and electrified the 


conclusion of the services of the day: My dear friends, the 
church and congregation assembled on .the present, inter- 
esting and I hope happy occasion, you will please torecollect 
that the present day, though it has been long; is now drawing 
toa close, and that the services of it are therefore nearly 
finished; recollect also, to refresh. your weary spirits, that 
this has been but a feast of one day, whereas that:ef Solomon 
at the dedication of the temple, lasted seven days; and mith 
thankful hearts unite me in prayer, and now, © Lark,our 
heavenly Father, forgive the tediousness of these preachers, 
and impatience of the hearers, and accept, and add. thy 
blessing to the imperfect services of this day, through the 


great Redeemer’s sacrifice and mediation, and thine shall be 


the dominion, and the power, and the glory, Father, Son; 


2 “On hearing a young person express an ‘almost impatient 
“desire to be in the company of pions and popular friends, 


he replied, “ M ly not too or 


pleasu which ‘the: survivors of 
that Association still recollect, to this day, the above éonsiderate’ and 


‘ay revered father. I have heard them 


auditory with the following most appropriate, yet laconic, — 


appropriate dismaissal, conceded with the kindest regard to exhausted . 
‘feelings, atid with the utmost cheerfulness and ‘urbanity of manners, 
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indulge too great a desire for such enjoyment}; after all you 
‘might be. much disappointed: many have not conversational 
talents who shine.in public,: or are, too much engrossed by 
mental engagements, or variety of, disposition to be the 
_ pleasant, c companions you would expect: be assured that 
which to. the world is their 


“When ‘the al Georg sunk at atid ‘ia: 


with ‘eight hundred men on board, went 
down to the bottom i in an instant, he with peculiar propriety, 
(as having spent his youth in the service,) preached with 
great eniphasis and feeling, a faneral discourse on the sub- 
ject.’ Great Britain ‘was then at war with France, and the 


Royal George ‘(of 800 guns ) was expected, when fitted out, 
to‘be very efficient in the course of the sermon he made 


_ anchor at Spithead, ‘it had pleased God to jtimblé the pride 
England; by*overwhelming in an instant, and’as by an 


itivisible*hand'the ‘glory’ of the British Navy ‘inthe deep. 
Thus demonstrating ‘his invincible and absolute 


over the destinies of subject bos 


Grace always where it pardons. unification and 


"Acteal christian takes Christ in all his Prophet, 
Pnest and King. They who will not be governed by his 
sceptre, and guided by his eC pts, have no right to. the 
benefit of his'atonément. 


¢ 


We have one at the 
eleventh hour,,that none may. and. only. tent 


“th the month of J ane, printed queries were 
from conden, to mor of 


| 


this fine remark, ““That before the boast of Paris should 
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_ the popular preachersin-Eingland, containing the following 


queries ; to which answers ‘were requested on or before 


Medley 


Yelept by authors, Lancashire, ; , 

2. In what Town, Patish, or-Village 

_ In one where. sin. makes many,a fool, 

_ Known by the name of Liverpool. _ 

3. Is it a Church, Chapel, or; Meeting? bt 
Why, my good friend ’tis.very, true: | 
’Tis chapel, church, and meeting too ; 

And in it things both old and new. : 


at 


By one that’s most of all,” 


as the of the place ; with your. degree, collateral 


chiistian name is called saint, 
| ; My surname rather odd and quaint ; 
And to explain the whole with ease, 

Saint Samuel Medley, if you please: 

And you from hence may plainly see, 

That I have taken my degree”'- 


his name. 
His name is call'd; the Holy, Ghost... 
When are your stated times of: worship?! 2° 
week days twice, . 
8. What number of people geneeally attend your. Minny? 


A many come, my, worthy: friend, ; as Bar A 


the 15th of July following. The several answers of Mr. | 
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But tho’ they te many, great and mal, 
or that was once poor David's fall. | 


9. By the Gospel first introduced? And what 

particula r providence attended tls introduction 
| "Twas the good hand of God, no doubt, 
That brought this blest event 


But it took place so long ago, 
That what then happened, I don’t know. 


10. What places in your neighbourhood do you supply that have no 
Indeed, good sir, 'I seldom roam 

For I have full employ at home. ve 


11. Is your favorable fo ida of the Gospel ? 
| What obstructs its progress? 
it more effectually? — 

But little of the gospel knows; | 


And less of love unto it shews: 


“12. the Gage had, oppo 
All God design’d, | 
On deaf and snd. deed and blind: 
And tho’ oppos’d by Satan, still, 
It works the purpose of hie will.) 


have you of future usefulness ? 


Ifa ras i built ? 
“T'was built and finish’d where it stands, 
| Tn seventeen ‘h 
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with debt ? 


_Encumbered with debt’ 
> It is certainly yet, 

- Tho’ I at the present don’t state it ; 
But if ever from home, 
a begging should come, 

Tl certainly to you relate it. 


16. Who is your Bookseller 


The bookseller whom T retain; | 
Is called Mr. Samuel Crane. | 


Me ‘What are the names of the stated Ministers who have abide’. 


thus to your questions the 
___. To the best of my knowledge, I’ve answered them all; 
-. And lay down my pen—I need not say why, 


“ Beware. of dogs,» Mr. Medley: thus» sententiously :‘and 
wittily enlarged, ‘‘ Beware of the sturdy mastiff, who would, 
-ifnot prevented by his chain, fly upon and tear you to pieces: 
beware of fawning spaniels, who caress.to pilfer or decoy : 
beware of snarling, curs, who will not be pleased or satisfied 


with any: reasonable treatment; and. above all, bewdre:of 
troublesome puppies, who though. not sufficient: cénse= 


quence, either to, please or offend, will-yet, if. encouraged, 
beguile you of your time, and, perhaps) fret:and discompose 
temper, by their frequent.and non-essential interrup- 


tions, from. which, neither probit, nor. cam: 


have observed on returning from visits to the aged and pious 


> 


- 
» 
4 
ie 
‘ 
¥ 
: = 
= 
> 
< 
= 
$ 
of 
~ 
» 
£ 
a 
- 
4 
“ 
at, 
: 
es 
; 
ig 
at 
j 
3 
a. ‘ 
j 


ae “poor, or their immediate descendants, how extensively was — 
_ _ Mr. Medley known in the important duty’ of visiting the 
afflicted, and how often his name, and how feelingly are 
= —S§-—_—__his sympathetic consolations or admonitions alluded to, as 
having been most suitable in matter,.and most kind and 
impressive in language and»manner,,so as to leave not 
lasting, but useful impressions on the mind, 


It was much the prevailing ifashion' of manner of the 
_ times previous to the American’ war, and when government 
was making. gratuitous gifts of land,.for .peopling the new 
| colonies of that country, to apply to: Mr. Medley. to obtain 
for them in.some of.the.American vessels, and 
otherwise expedite :their means*ofemigration: many of 
__ these*he thought, both minister and congregation, (for in 
= some cases they essayed their flight on the wings of the 
wind, en masse,) more .eligibly, settled in their mother 
country, and surrounded with greater comforts, and privi- 
_ leges as christians, than they could rationally hope for, at 
Jeast, for a great length of time, «where they ‘were going’; to 
buch Yissgenetal reply’ was If, upon. quitting your na- 
fiteshorés, leave sinful thankless-self behind you, 
and:those:evils:of the human'heart which are so frequently 
thechristian’s :plague'and hindrance here,‘ ‘go ; but if not, 
Heliberate well:-before' you take the’ adventurous step, and 
forsake nbdt British 'privileges;:and British protection, both 
respéct: government, and the ‘dispensation of the 
gospel; for new, hazardous;‘and totally untried situations, 
plansand settlements; "Noman having tasted the old wine, 
new ; for he'saith; the old is bet- 
eManystaid-at home, and lived to bless his ‘judicious 
_ 4nd faithful counsels, on the disturbed state of that’quarter 
of the world -which so soon succeeded, and was and 
‘continued. 


. 
{ 
i 
“4 
& 4 


MISCELLANEOUS 
POETICAL COMPOSITIONS. 


A very few sentences will be sufficient to introduce to the 
world, the few following poetical letters, on various subjects, 
and addressed to friends of different endowments, and 
situation in life. They are headed by a short, but very 
neat composition, written in foreign parts, by my venerable 
great grandfather, while travelling Secretary to the Earl 
of Kinnoul; and serve to shew that the poetical mania, 
was even then extant in the pyre in lambentt streamings. 
They are as follows. 


| 


Poem by Mr. William Medley, Sen., while travelling in Foreign 


oft front elite’ to clime 
Ordain’d to travel to and fro, 

Who have I, who, my God, but thee?” 


“ And let me boast that glorious aid ; , 
For who preserves like him that made? — 
What armour shields; like thy eee 
And is there care like Providence?’ 


And round my bark proud billows foam, 
How should I ‘scape the greedy wave, 
Wert thou not ready thereto save? - 
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How should I climb yon 


And shun the yawning gulf below, 
Wert thou not still, my Saviour, by, | 


To view some scene behind me cast ; 


An Alps perhaps, or Appennine: 


. J wonder; but the work is thine. 


« By thee my feeble strength sustains | | 


"The height of hills, and Iength of plains: 
"By thee T track the mazy wood, seg 


Thy hand brings on the evening close; 


Or, if start ore morning light, 
While hovers still the lingering night, _ 


bid’et the sun his beams display, 


And look the darkness into day. 


If these I fear, or those,decline,... .;. , 


by no art or. power of mine, pal 


Here of lightning sulphur tise; 
Here: sudden.deluges surprise;.... 
Here frequent, earthquakes round me. 
And bere. breathe in A 


« But don’t I every iT 
Thro’ ambushes of death and chance? 
Thou’rt. still my present help and 
For, oh, thou:can’st not be away...) 
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see thee, feel thee, all abroad; wend 
‘And thg’ ’tis nature acts, ’tis God; 
Hail! Maker and-Preserver, thou! — 

‘Thou chief above, and chief below, 

“Whose mercies, no where, never fail, 

Hail !.Maker and Preserver, hail!" ~ 


Be still, andl know that’he-is God 
‘The hand, which smites thee now, will make thee whole. 
Adore his sovereign will, and passive lay, © 


Remember He’s the potter, thou the clay. 


He is all-wise, nor can mistaken‘be, — 
And he’s too good ‘to be- unkind to thee. 
In his severest strokes‘he smiling says, 
surely do thee good in-all my ‘ways”” 
«Tis but,-if needs be”—think of that and-sing, 
For every stroke thy waiting-soul-shal: bring 
Nearer thy Father God, whose tender care 
Thou still dost kindly, daily, sweetly:share: 
The hottest furnace, or the heaviest cross, 
Shall but refine thy soul and melt thy dross; 
_ Shall brighten every grace, and thou shalt see 

*T was all in very faithfulness"to thee. 
However dark the storm appears'in view, 
Still on him cast thy care, He bring thee through 
Strong is his arm, and faithful is his word, — 
And he is still:thy kind; thy gracious Lord. 
Thy smiter is thy friend, 
In his all holy, ‘wise, and gracious choice, 
Through faith and love unfeignedly ott 
Yes, I'll rejoice in spite of all my pain,» AM 
Rejoice in Jesus; nor of him-complain; 
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It can’t be long, ere I through grace shall be 
From pain, and sin, and sorrow, ever free; _ 
Then shall I see his face, all truth and love, 
Among his saints, in brighter worlds above ; 


In joyful raptures there my soul shall tell, 


How heavenly wisdom order'd all things well ; 
How sov'reign love, and faithfulness divine, 
Did through the whole of all my trials shine ; 


‘How pity, with her swift extended wing, 


Did sweet support and daily succour bring ; 


_ How the almighty hand, which held me up, 
_Divimely sweetened:sorrow’s bitter cup. 


Then, above all, my happy soul shall prove - 

The boundless glories of redeeming love. 

Then my enthroned Saviour I shall see, : 
And kiss those hands and feet, that bled for me. — 
Prostrate before his high and holy throne, 
And with the harps and songs and choirs above, _ 


To Friend } ) outward iction. 
a tn great ou 
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That I must yieldand part with all below? 
Delivered up;,and no'more held by me? 
Must all my labour and mytoilonearth, 
Be now dispers’d, and sold for little worth? 
Must all my works and purposes be cross'd, 

And sll be lent? 
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In all the storm thou wilt my refuge be, 
And tho’ thou slay me—yet I'll trust in thee ; 
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And wilt thou bring me thus, dear Lord, to see, 
That I must live on nothing else but thee? | 
Content, dear Saviour, then, I'll bow and sing, 


Thou art my portion, still my God and king ; 


Which way soever earthly comforts flee, 
Sure I have all, and more than all in thee. _ 
And does it thus, my dearest Saviour, please, 
To ask me, if I love Him more than these ;_ 
Then I reply, submissive to his will, 
Thou who know’st all things, 
Tho’ earthly comforts fail, thou hast my heart, 

Nor will, nor dare, nor can I with thee part: 


Tho’ clouds and darkness compass me around, | 


And heavy sorrows, griefs, and fears abound, 


Thy sharpest strokes with patience I’ll endure, 

Knowing my better part is still secure. — 

Let me not murmur then, nor once repine, 
Since Jesus and a better world are mine ; 

But gladly yield up all things here below, 

Since ’tis his holy will it should be so. 

Thanks to his name, no changes can take place 


In the sure covenant of love and grace ; 
No stops nor failures can my soul remove | 


From his eternal, his unchanging love ; ' 


Faithful is every, word, which he has spoke, 


Nor bill, nor bond, nor. promise, can be broke; . 
All, all shall be fulfill’d by truth divine, 
And the inheritance above, be ever, ever mine. 
The emptiness of creatures to discern: 
How vain, uncertain, and deceitful too,: 
Axe oll 


What snares,attend them, and what dangers lay, |. 


Spread thick, thro’ all th’ inchanting slipp'ry. way. 
Wean me from earth, dear Lord, andilet me be. - 


_ Through all my future days conform’d to thee;, 
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From vain pursuits now steady may I rise, © 
And seek my bliss in worlds above the skies ; 
Here may I let my warmest passions go, mt 
_ Nor fear the joy which shall within me glow ; 
Here may my soul in holy transports boast =< 
Treasures and pleasures, which can ne’er be lost; __ 
Nor can my boldest thought the raptures tell _ 
Where thou, my smiling God, reveal’d shall dwell. © 
Enough, my soul—the happy day will come, __ 

: ‘When thou shalt reach the peaceful joys of home ; 
Shalt bless the conduct of his faithful care, 
And own the way was right which led thee there ; 
Shall in the bosom of thy Saviour rest, =~ 

And with his glory shine for ever blest. 


Thanks for of a Pistol Tinder-bor. 


Or all the efforts of 9 generous heart, © 
Of all the helps which friendship can sei 
What can be shewn more needful wise or ane o¥, 
Than helps to turn our darkness into light? = 
Prove both the help, nor less the helper kind; 
And having such a means from you'receiv'd, 
truly'thankful, and would be believ'd. 
And pray accépt tribute froma pen, 
So prone in rhyme'to scribble now’and then; 
Excuse each fault, but'e’er the friend 
And sent, tho’ in a homely dress, 
‘These hasty lines, my feelings to once na 
A pistel tinder-box you send to prove dati 
The mind of and 
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Oft have I view’d it, and as oft have found 
Grateful sensations in my heart abound. 
What present, thought I, could my friend have sent, 
That better serv’d to answer the intent 
Of gen’rous feelings glowing in his heart, 
Than this which light in darkness can impart? 
When in the morning, long before ’tis day, 
I rise, and to my study seek my way, 
The first thing there, I find I want, is light ; 
I snap my pistol, straight it comes in sight: — 
Match, candle, fire, in quick succession flow, 
And soon with light and heat refreshed I glow. 
And if it’s ask’d, what all these scenes unlocks, 
The answer is, My pistol tinder-box ; 
Which, tho’ at first it brings forth but a spark, - 
Soon gives me light, tho’ all before was dark. 
Well, my dear sir, for such a gift as this, 
Were I not thankful, ’twould be much amiss, 
True, I have nought of worth with me to share, 
But my best wishes, and my earnest prayer ; 
These I’ll employ before the throne divine, 
That heavenly beams upon your soul may shine ; 
That Christ, the light of life, the Son of God, 
May in your spirit shed his love abroad; _ 
Convince, convert, and sanctify your heart, _ 
And his celestial radiance there impart; _ 
_ Chase ignorance and error from your soul, 
And shine resplendently throughout the whole ; 
May lead and guide you in the way of peace, 
And all your goings and your doings bless; 
Safely conduct you to the world above, — 
And fill you there for ever with his love. 
Void of his heavenly light and quick’ning breath, 
- Our souls are plung’d in darkness and in death ; 
Nor here can earthly light, or selfish love, 
Dispel our darkness, or our gloom remove; 
His light alone, which, wheresoe’er it shiues, 
Darkness dispels, and all the soul refines, 8 
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Have we not frequent seen as fair a flower 
Love it, yat apt tne lien the snare, 
When things below our best affections share, — 


If husband, child, or ought on earth shall prove 


The highest, dearest, object of our love, 
Sooner or later we shall surely find, 
They're all too vain to satisfy the mind. 

such a conduct evermore, beware,, 
For child or husband then becomes a snare; 
On God, in Christ, your, hest affections place, — 
And seek true peace and comfort in his grace, _ 

‘Indeed, I think, of all the,lotsin life, 
There’s none, more trying. than a, seaman’s wife ; 
Oft her dear friend and partuer’s faraway, 
In foreign, climes, or traversing the sea; 
And sore. she misses: many.a tedious while 
His company, his;counsels, and hissmile: 
And oft, when storms and tempests, roar around, 
Her soul sinks deep, beneath, the dreadful sound 5 
By night, all wakeful, while the.silent tear, 
Bursts from, her eye, and tells her heart-felt fear. 

May this dear B-——- teach; you day. by, day, 
To God, for him, and fox yourgelf,to pray; 
And may. you find, to, life's nemotest,end,, 


This gracious, God your 


Be spar’d and, bless’d, in, body, and.in, soul, 
While here—and, while eterval, ages, rol], - 
All that, a father’s heart can.wish, or a 


For heavenly. blessings, constant, as the. day fn 


I'll wish and, pray, my, dear, for you, and yours, 
While my poor life or breath to. pray endures, _ 


Yes, I’'ll.commit you:to his faithfularms, 


May He your absent husband safe restore 


‘In peace and mercy to his native shore; 
Bring him again into your arms;with joy, 


With you to embrace his, abit lovely, dors. 
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And may you both, if such God’s holy will, 
Long upon earth in social comfort dwell ; 
Preparing thus for Heaven’s eternal rest, , 
‘Where may you dwell with full fruition blest. 
‘So prays your ever affectionate 


My hearty pl young friend, 
These few and hasty lines attend, 
To own the favor of your Hote, 
‘With the Hibernian.anecdote; 
Which having 
mark’d the watchful love and power 
Of God’s kind hand therein displayed, — 
Deep was the impréssion that it made — 
Thro’ all my soul-sand Tador’d 
The wondrous mercy: of the'Lord ; 
Mercy, which saved a husband's life, 
Thro’ strong affections: of a wife,’ 
When the arm’d rebel, murderous stood, 
And threaten’d there to spill his blood. 
“No,” said his faithful wife, «for I 
With him will live, or with him die?” 
-Instant—her arms embraced him round, 
Resolv’d she'd fitst receive the wourd, 
_ Then thus, * Thou canst not hurt us now, 
Our God is stronger far than thou ; 
Here let thine eyes; thou monster, sée, 
Ere thou slay him, thou’lt murder me.” 
Aghast, behold, the’ villuin stands; 
And drops the pistol from his hatids; 


S. M. 


To gong Lady, in: ‘ly to the following 
which occurred at Kilkenny the 1777. 
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As off he fled—thus God appear’d, 
__ And both their lives in mercy spared. 
- Now from this fact, my dear young friend, 
Let us the improvement strait attend: 
Sure it should teach our hearts to trust 
Our God, all-gracious, wise, and just ; 
Who, tho’ a murderous death is near, 
Our instant helper can appear ; 
Our fears prevent, our foes subdue, 
And bear us safely, kindly through. 
Ah, when rebellion’s gory hand 
Uplifted ravages a land, 
What place can safe retreat afford — 
From rapine, plunder, and the sword? | - 


The ancient hall, the peaceful cot, 
- The humble peasant’s happy lot, | 
All fall alike beneath the hands | 
Of dire rebellion’s savage bands ; 
Nor age, nor sex, nor kindred dear, 
Will barbarous blood-pursuers spare. 
Thus in Hibernia’s emerald isle, 
_ Where native, plenty bless’d the soil ; 
Where richest crops of waving grain 
Adorn’d the hill, or spread the plain; 
Where woodlands crown, and fruitful field, 
And sparkling streams their freshness yield 5 
Where in the verdant pasture bed,... 

Are lowing herds luxuriant fed ; 
While friendship, generous, and fret: 
Rear'd their fair forms in beauteous view; _ 
And all combined to spread the fame 
Of bless'd 
past, alas, how changed that land, ... 

Since curs‘d rebellion’s blood stain'd hand 
Her lives and property destroy'd, 
And every honest heart annoy'd! 
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My weary pen in sorrow rest; | 
Yet, gracious God, attend our prayer, 
And Ireland, and Great Britain spare ; 

O save our country mighty Lord, 

From crimes, that bring the vengeful sword. 
And you, my friend, O seek his face, 

In early youth—your God of grace ; 

So shall you live, on earth to prove, 

The great salvation of his love, 

Till form’d for heaven by truth divine, _ 
Your ransom’d spirit glorious shine, 
Neath the bright vision of his face, 
And there enjoy eternal days. _ 


i 

| 


To a Friend on the Death of an infant Son. 


Say, my respected, my afflicted friend, 


Does not Jehovah still your good intend ? 
Yes, by this stroke of his correcting rod 
He still approves himself your gracious cme 
True, he has smote you in a tender part, © 
Felt in your now bereaved bleeding heart ; 


_ Your new-born lovely babe scarce opes his eyes 


On our sad world, but closes them, and dies, 

As if he found the cup of life below ts 
Fill’d with such loathsome bitters, sin and woe, — 

That he refused the draught, and smiling said, 


“No, let me in the grave recline my head, 


And rest serene, till all the dead shall rise, 
While my soul mounts triumphant to the skies. 
I’ve had enough of life below the sun; — be 


Thank heaven, my time was short, my race is run: - 


Farewell to pain, to sorrow, and to death, 


Joyful in Jesus’ arms I lose my breath. 
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My dear, my mourning parents both, farewell : 
I go to see my heavenly Father’s face ; 

I go to sing redeeming love and grace ; 

I go to learn the sciences divine; 

I go in glory’s bright array to shine ; 

I go to joys, which cannot be express’d ; 

I go to God, to be for ever bless’d: — 

And could you wish me back to earth again, 
To pine with sickness or to weep with pain? — 


To be with dire convulsions rack’d and tore, 


The tortur’d little babe I was before? 

Ah no! my happy soul’s enlarg’d indeed, 

Since from its earthly prison it was freed ; 

I now can contemplate, now can sing, 


| _ The loves and glories of my heav'’nly king: 


With saints and seraphs now I praise the Lord, 


» Tune my bright harp and sweep the sounding chord. 


Among that numerous happy train I shine, 

Whose lives on earth were much as short as minc; 
In Jesus’ bosom we for ever rest. 

But O! the joy, when I approach the throne! 

And saw an infant spirit like my own, 

We gaz’d a moment in each others face, _ 

And smil’d and talk’d the language of the place ; 

And soon I learn’d (for heaven makes all things clear) 


An infant brother came before me here. 


O! in what rapturesdid'we themembrace! 


And jointly sung the praise of sovereign grace; 


Bless’d with our heavenly Father’s sweetest smile, — 
Then we conversed and sung in glory’s style. 
No childish thoughts or trifles fill ourmind,’ 
But joys eternal, pleasures all refin'd, 


Infants in glory sound his:praise abroad, 


That numerous partofthe elect of God. 
«Then sooth your sorrows, dry up every tear, 
Prepare and wait, and pray to meet us'here; 
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Ours shall inerease by meeting you above, 
Nor wonder, while you’re.weeping o’er my urn, 
Your much lov’d bey should now a preacher turn: 
Did you possess the glories, which I share, 

—You’d both turn preachers, and the same declare. 
Tis true, my voice you never heard on earth, 

In the short: period ’twixt my: death and birth, 
Except when sickness, or convulsive pain, — 
Forc’d me in feeble accents to complain. — 

’Tis past, no more in infant sobs ery, 

But bright in glory lift. ne 
I sing to Jesus, and I long to see 
_ My parents here to join the song with me. 
Follow the Lamb, his precious ways pursue, 
And you shall find his words of ‘promise true. 
He'll bring you safe to this celestial shore, 
Where we shall meet in love to part no more. 
We we wish we sags to: meet“you here.” 


* 
Mer 


Sars faim would know 
What joys and: pleasures)I have:to:bestow: = 
You live too much below: aihappy:states, 
Come taste my obit 
The bait he swallow’d;:and his:peace he-lost:;)» 
Says Satan, “ Now [have you, you're my own; 
Your faith, your hope, your: Christ, 
To free himself, but, ahi 
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Sorrow was there, and all her tears would try - 

To set him free, but freedom came not nigh. — 

Jesus, the greatest friend man ever knew, aad 

Saw his distress, and swift to save him flew. _ 

_ A ray of love divine shone thro’ his soul, 

And at his word the dying were made whole. — 

« Man, tod, 

And still I live to make that purchase good. | 

Tho’ the foul tempter may thy soul annoy, 

Yet neither hell nor sin shall thee destroy. 

Satan, avaunt! my grace has crown’d the day.” — 
Man smil’d, and Satan frown’d, and fled away. 


‘The Broken Pipe—A Fragment 


and my gone, 
And I sit musing on it all alone, — 7 
Thus will it be, when I myselfamdead, 
My poor frail body, by death’s final stroke, 
Will like my pipe be all to pieces broke ; 
And like a broken pipe, ’twill then be found — 
Not fit for use, but cast into the ground. 
Thus pipe and body, when they're broke are spoil’d, 
For smoke and sin have both of them defil’d. 

Just so the mortal pleasures of the day, _ 


Which we enjoy while in this houseof clay; 


Just such our 


Tien 
What is your'‘life? a vapour!—yea—a smoke: 


But here forever blessed be the Lord; 


ff 


For light and'comfort from hisholy;word: 
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For ever freed from taint of sin and death, 
There shall we draw perpetual life and breath ; 
Jesus for ever shall with songs adore, _ 

_ Nor this life’s comforts e’er be needed more. 


Thoughts on an Air Balloon, written in the year 1784. 


DEarR 
I reap your letter, 


Rhym’d these few thoughts about this Air Balloon. 


When first ‘twas talk’d of, doubtless many folk — 
Would think the whole was nothing but a joke. 
An air balloon ! cries one—what can it be? | 
_ I wish I could this mighty wonder see. — 
‘Tis, says another, an outlandish thing, — 
That mounts in air, and flies without a wing. — 
That flies with ne’er a wing! mene | 
Then, sure I am, it cannot be a bird. hy 
No, nor a beast; 'a fourth began to cry, © 


For sure I am, that beasts can never fly. r 


A fifth, who thought the whole affair was evil, 
Said he much fear’d, lest it should be the devil. 
Another conjuror just as wise as he, 

Said, it, perhaps, a miracle might be: 

- While many wise old gossips in a pother, 


Smoaked, talk, and wonder’d much, with one another: 


Nay little children, on their daddy’s knee, | 


Cry’d, O, this ‘air balloon !—-what can it be? 


Perhaps, ‘tis something made just now iday, 
To take the naughty boys and girls away. 


Than 


And as it struck their fancy wondering spoke ; 


While men of sense, who knew the whole affair, , 


Could not but smile'to see the noddies stare: 
They knew th’ effect by judging of the cause, 


And that the whole’ was ruled by nature’s laws. 
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At length the day arriv’d—well ! who was there? 
Why full: ten thousand folks to gape and stare ; 
And gape and stare they did with longing eyes, 
Waiting the moment when it should arise. 

At length the cord was cut, and up it flew— 


‘‘There—there it goes,” was heard the crowd all ate 


See how it shines, says one.—Dear me, how fine! 

_ Pray, says another, who d’ye think’s within? 

Some said, they’d take upon them to declare, __ 

A cobbler and his lap-stone both were there; . Tae 
Some said a sheep, and others saidacock,,. 
Some said a goose, and others said a duck. 
Well! when they’d,gaz'd about eight minutes o'er, 

-*Twas got 
Home they all went.—Says one, It pleas’d me 


I saw it, says 


Why, did you? says a third—then ILdare say, 
You might have seen. it all, along. the 
Many there were, who saw the;ballarise,, ... 
And gaz‘d till they had/lost it,in.the skies; 

But you it seems, have beat.them all outright; 

For you declare you sight... 
I’ve heard‘of.some who.said.thatthey.could view 
_As far as they, could do-—and farther/too.) 
Perhaps you ‘re one of, y. gentle friend, A, 
If so—why not observe.it.to.the,end? . frog 
You might have seen, through all the. it it pass ay 
Quite.to,the spot. where, it would, fall, at last. bodeo: 


But let us now,mere pleasantry forsake,;.. 


And of it somejimproyement strive to.make,, 


I also think, that inst, aut 


The hypocrite, and the vain. 400.) 

Though each of,these should rise, and.touch the,moon, | 

They'd fall at last—just like an Air. Balloon... jou 

Now first let's, view,the wicked. man, and see, 

Hf with an, Air Balloon n he won't. 
7 
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Empty he is of all that’s good and kind, — 
And air inflammable fills all his mind; 
Foul air, not fit for human:souls to breathe, _ 
Foul as the fumes of sin, and hell and death: - 
Light, vain, inconstant, all his goings are, 
Driven by his lusts as winds, or here or there. 
True, his outside may glitter, and may shine, it d ely 
With wealth and honours, no Balloon more fine; 
Borne up by these, so high he may arise, — aa 
_ As to attract a many thousand eyes ; | eat enor! 

And some may think him happy—sad mistake! 
What would he be should the Balloon but break? 
In that dread state, in which he daily flies, 
-He’d fall, and sink ‘to hell, no more to rise; 
His glitt’ring tinsel, and his gaudy pride, 

| And all his high flown honors must subside. — 

| Or if he grovels in a lower linej) 

And wallows in his lusts just like a swine ; : 

If here death strikes him, (and who knows how soon a?) 

He dies in fume, just like an Air Balloon. 

Next in this glass, the hypocrite we'll view, 
And here again the emblem will‘hold true; 
Alas it may I fear be prov’d too soon, — 

A hypocrite’s just like an Air Balloon. © 

Religion is with him a fine outside, 

Nor will he in her holy ways abide; 

‘Tis mighty fair fur shew, just like the skin 
Of Air Balloons, and light and thm.” 
Sometimes in ‘talk’ so"high you'll see'him rise, 
You'd think she'd left'the earth, and reach’d the skies: 
He sails in swelling words along the air, 
Who think his heart and progress’ must 
While they observe his outside and ‘his flight: 


But ah, within him ‘does no: good 
Hypocrisy’s the: very’sink of hell! 
Ere long his: selfish: purity: is O'er, ah card 


He falls in sin, to rise alas no. inore, 
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Now, friend, the poor vain coxcomb let us see, 


And nothing but an Air Balloon ishe. — 


Behold the maccaroni—see him come, | 


 Stiffen’d all o’er, like tiffany with gum. 


Lace, paste and powder, make him shoes Sines 
No, not an Air Balloon can him outshine ; 

Aye, but his heart and skull are empty quite 

Of ev’ry thing that’s either good or right. 

Then here him talk, O what ahorridtide 
Flows from his lips of nonsense, froth, and pride! 
He thinks he all things knows, for ’tis his rule, _ 
That ev'ry one except himself’s a fool. 


he'ndt;ior great or email? — 
Why, he knows not himself—so nothing knows at all. 


He’s here and there, and ever on the wing, __ 
A poor conceited, empty, useless thing. 
Sometimes his boastings are so loud and high, — 
He checks; 
But after all that he hassaid ordone, = 

He’s light and empty as an Air Balloon; 


And if,his heart’s not changed by sovereign grace, __ 


‘Not so the real Christian—he is taught 
In holiness of purest light to shine, 
And imitate his pattern all divine; ts 
Up to his God his meditations rise, 
His best affections soar above the skies; 


i 


Not toss’d by. winds, the air, 


His steady soul’s brought low in faith and oteaoge bio f 
While God’s own Spirit guides him safe along, 


And care divine. supplies his daily song. _ 
He walls withthe who know love his Lard, 
Revere his name and live upon his word ; 


| _ His end is joyful, and th’ appointed day | 


Wille of Angels guard the secendant . 
Up'to the hin Father, God; 
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Behind him he ‘has left.a sweet perfume, 
His pious works shall long outlive the tomb; 
That tomb shall burst~then shall the body rise,. 
And join its kindred spirit in the skies. 
_ Then shall he vie with shining choirs, to a 
Eternal anthems to their God and King. 
Thus the true Christian shall be honored soon, 7 
And found the contrast to an Air Balloon. ' 
O may this state, dear Sir, be yours and mine, 
On earth below to grow in grace divine, 
And then mount up to heaven, for ever there to. shine. 


To Mr. D. way of Thanks for the ti Hare. 


| Dear Sir, as I find I’ve a moment to spare, | 
I take up my pen to send thanks for the Hare. : © 
Indeed ’twas a nice one, as ever was found, fey 
I don’t thing a better is left on the ground; 

_ And in it your kindness and friendship I view, 
Which I well know are grateful, respectful, and true ;. 
And to this proof on’t, will venture tosay, 
I’m as heartily welcome as flowers in May. ) 
To me is a dish of agreeable food. - | 
Some persons there are, whom I 
(Though L.think they're. mistaken a bit, by the way) 
That a hare and twelve penn’orth of sauce, put together, — 
Are both worth a shilling, and scarcely that either. — 
But as for myself, as I hinted before,» | & 
_I really look on them more. > 
One objection indeed I have to declare, 

And that’s to the method of killing the hare; 
By hunting with horses, with dogs, and with men, | 
As though ‘twas a lion arous’d from his den. — 
As soon as they see her, my stars, what a cry! 
And away over hedges and ditches they fly. _ 
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Such shouting, and bawling, and hallooing is there,- 
Sure the men are more mad than any March hare. 
And yet thus employed I've seenvheretofore, 
Dogs, horses, and men, fulla:‘hundred or more. A 
I sometimes have thought, suppose there were found 
As many fierce lions as hares on our 
Or blood-thirsty tigers, or raveniing wolves, 
"Tis a question with me if they’d venture themes bat 
So boldly and bravely as now they can do, a 0 
When spor musing hae che they pure 

It. brings to my mind:a story I’ve heard, ba 
And that it is true I think need not be fear’. 
A patient from Bedlam not long ago came, 


advis'd'to some distance from town to repair, of 


In hopes to be mended by good country air. : 
He took the-advice, to the country he went, 

Where chiefly his mornings in walking he spent; Be “ 
And though he grew better; yet might it be seen = 
His whims and vagaries he had now and then. — Mii yao | 
One morning as usual,'while walking‘abroad; 


He heard’a most terrible noise near the road; i 


On a hare, as she pass'd him; he just cast his eye; 


Not ever once dreaming ’twas she caus'd’the cry. is : 
Well, onward he walk’d; and the noise nearer drew, _ | 
He soon had dogs, horses, and hunters:in view; 


The sight and’ the ‘noise ‘were sosudden and strange, 
‘They made the man start, and his :countenance'change.' _ 


In short; ‘from the whole of the senses he had,» 
He could not ‘help*thinking the people were 
And so to one of them:who followed on foot; as 
He stepp’d up in haste, andthis question he 
Pray tell me, my friend,:-what’s all this ado?) 


‘These dogs, men, and horses; pray where will they ‘go? © 


Why, master; they're going a/hunting, he cries.) 
A hunting! says't’other, quite struck af. 
A hunting of what; pray to me declare? 2A 
Why, master, they're going a hunting'ahare. 
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A hare! says the madman ; what is that, I pray? 
Why it pass’d you, said t’other, just now in the way. 
What ! that little thing which pass’d by me just there, _ 
Is thut what they’re hunting—is ak called a hare? 
And are all these horses, these dogs, and these men, 
-Employ’d in pursuing that little thing then? 

I wish, says the madman, they’d take my advice, 

And leaving their hunting, get home in a trice ; 

For if that my master should happen this way, 

He'll take them to Bedlam as sure as the day. 

O dear, the poor creatures are certainly mad, — 

And that not a little—they’re all very bad. 

I know I myself have had this disease, 

But never was I half so mad as are these. __ 

If these are th’ effects of the fine country air, 

I'll go back to Bedlam, we're far better there ; 

For though in that house there are scenes of distress, 

No madness on earth can be equaltothis. —_— 
From the whole this remark may on ee eed 

More patients are out, than are in, who are mad. 
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“PREFACE. 


— 


HavinG gone through the Memoirs, Sketches of Sermons, 
Specimens of friendly and christian Correspondence, and 
those peculiar Traits of Conversational Character, which so _ 
often and vividly displayed themselves during my venerable 
father’s ministerial and social life, I take leave to com- 
plete the work by introducing a select number of Hymns, 

_ taken from the collection already published by a former 
editor, and now adapted more particularly, by the change 


of a few words, or here and there introduction of a short 


sentence, to the closing worship of the sacramental table. 
Nor may I take the credit of this idea having originated 
from myself, for it was suggested to me in conversation, 
by one of the most respectable ministers of the present day, 
e Revd. Caleb Birt, formerly minister of the Baptist 
Chapel at Derby, and now settled most usefully and respect- 
ably at Portsmouth ; who, regretting that so many excellent 
Hymns were almost wholly lost to their deserved station in 
_ public worship, followed up his observations by very judici- 
ous remarks on the pathos and experimental application of — 
many of these interesting but hasty compositious, and their 
particular and easy adaptation to sacramental occasions. 
That some few liberties must, in consequence, have been 
taken is incontrovertible ; but I most earnestly contend, that 
the sentiments, the metre, and the rhyme are preserved as in 
the original; nor would a frown of disapprobation contract 
the brow of my departed parent, were it possible he could — 
survey the more extensive use I have thus endesvoured to 
make ofthem.._ 
_. Most of these original Hymns were shuren off with the 
utmost rapidity, either immediately after his early. private 
devotions and. studies, or with his hat and great coat on, 
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just before he set out for the inobtiog: the last : ine of each 
verse frequently through the whole being formed 
from a sentence in the text. 


Here it may not be amiss to mention, more particularly, | 


his habit of rising at four o’clock in the mornings, both of 
summer and winter; and frequently, in the mclement — 
_ weather of the latter season, making his way through the 


snow to his study, which was just across the yard ad- 


_ joining his dwelling-house; and there, while the rest of 


the family were sleeping, he kept his jubilee-alone, in 
communion with the invisible God, his heavenly Father, 


_ in meditating on his holy word preparatory to ministerial 
engagements, in writing important or friendly letters, in 
_ forming plans for future usefulness, or occasionally enjoying 


the natural effusions of a poetical mind, adapted to the texts - 


_ from which he imtended to preach in the course of the en- 


suing week. His fire was always laid ready for him to 


_ light on winter evenings; and thus furnished with means 


for facilitating his preparatory studies, he was in general 


ready by ten o’clock in the morning for his succeeding and 


/’ numerous engagements of visiting the sick, conversing 


with friends on pastoral affairs, advising, assisting, or en- 
deavouring to console and support the spirits of the sick 
and afflicted, with the energetic and’ be use of every 
talent committed to his care. © 

One more prefatory remark [ think it is vee necessary 
to make, that the following Hymns are not published on 
this occasion from any failure of respect for the excellent 
matter and poetical fervor and beauty of the third book of 


_ Dr. Watts, whollydevoted to the sacramental table; nor 


from a wish to lessen the value of an occasional vapply from 


: many able pens of the present day; but as the above have 


‘béen long tm use; and even in this inundating time of publi- 
cation, that there ‘yet is room” in this department 
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Is generally allowed, and they are so placed at the close of 


the book of memoirs, and so numbered, that they may very’ 
easily be separated and bound by themselves, by those who — 


wish to take them to their chapels for use, or employ them 
distinctly, agreeably to their pious ial in acts of 


devotion. 

I take the liberty here of inserting at the close of these 
desultory observations, a hymn or two, in proof of the 
remark that my excellent parent was amply qualified for 


a high style of composition, and occasionally gave that 


display to his talents, which has been introduced into most 
of the metrical publications of the day, devoted to public 
worship. The two Hymns which folie are selected as 
favorite specimens. 


On the Nativity. 


HYMN LIL. 


Mortats awake! with angels join, 
chaunt the solemn lay; 
Joy, love, and gratitude combine, 
To hail the 


In heaven the rapturous song hea; 
And sweet seraphic fire. 
Thro’ all the shining legions ran, | 
_ And strung, and tun’d the lyre. 


Swift thro’ the vast expanse it flew, 
And wide the echo roll’d:. 

The theme, the song, the joy was pew, 

_ *T was more than heaven could hold. ” 


Down to the portals of the sky 

The impetuous torrent ran ; 
And angels rush’d, with eager joy, 
To bear the news to man. 


Wrapt in the silence of the night, 
The world in darkness lay; 
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When sudden, glorious heavenly light, 
Burst i in a flood of day. 


Hark | ! the cherubic armies shout, 
_ And glory leads the song; 
Good-will and peace are. heard 
The harmonious heavenly throng. | 


-O for a glance of heavenly love, 
Our hearts and songs to raise ; 
Sweetly to bear our souls above, 
And mingle with their lays. 


With joy the chorus we repeat, 

_ Glory to God on high, 

Good-will and peace are now complete, , 
Jesus one born to die. 


Hail, Prince of life! for ever hail! 
Redeemer! brother! friend ! 

Tho’ earth, and time, and life shall fail, 
Thy prdise shall never end. 


“HYMN 


Sistame, the noblest song prepare, 
Loud hosannahs fill the air ; 

Sing the Saviour’s glorieso’er, 
Jesus whom yon heavens adore, toa 


comes, the God incarnate comes, | 
See, our nature he assumes; Lee 
Infinite his power to bless 
Sinful man with saving erase: 

Ye heavenly hosts, again proclaim his birth ; 
Mortals adore, the deity on earth. _ ks 


The Lord of lords, and Kingofking, = - 
He whom Gabriel raptur’d sings, 
Veils in flesh his bright array, — 
Saving wonders to display : 
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O sing his great, his unexampled love, __ 
Ye saints on earth, ye seraph powers above. 
Sing what graces in him shine, 
Love and meekness, all divine ; 
_ All his God-like works behold ! 
- Half his praise is yet untold: 


O to remotest worlds our songs bout tell, 
The immortal glories of Emmanuel. 


The dying man, the living God, 
He who bought us with his blood, 
_ He who crush’d our mighty foes, 
_ ©Then triumphantly arose: 
Hail, glorious victor! thee our souls adore ; 
Woveny all praise, and songs for ever more. 


Behold the conqueror ascend, 
On his progress saints attend ; 
- Angels throng the star-paved way, 
To the sun-clad realms of day: | 
Sin, death, and hell, his fatal vengeance feel, 
Dragg’d captives at his lofty chariot wheel. _ 
Jesus, all hail! on earth we'll raise 
Our songs to thee of joy and praise ; 
But upon thy coming day, 
Full salvation to display, " 
Til then we pray, Come! dear need Jesus, come! 


doubt not the Hymns above, will euffciently 
exonerate me from the charge of exaggerated praise on 
the capability of my father’s talent, to excel in a very 
high style of poetry ; and will therefore close this prelusive 
remark by introducing in all the simplicity of unassuming 
truth, the preface which he wrote for a smaller selection 
of Hymns, published at the request of many of his pious — 
friends, during his life time ; and request it may be accepted 
by his affectionate survivors, as a Panis: voice of 
humility and love from the tomb. : . 
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KIND AND READER, 


“No proud or selfish conceit of superior abilities, 
no vain desire of seeing my productions in print, no wish 
to make my name popular, or to oppose my compositions 
with those of the many great and dble pens of the day, 
which have already done much in assisting public devotion 
in the church of Christ, furnish the motive which permit 
these poetical results of a few leisure hours to appear in 
public; but first, the repeated and earnest entreaty of many 
friends, whose judgment on this subject it becomes me to 
prefer to my own ; secondly, a sincere and humble desire 
to use and improve any portion of talent allotted me by my - 
Lord; thirdly, a sympathizing wish to encourage and 
comfort the hearts of real Christians of every denomination, 
both in their public and private acts of worship; for you 
will find nothing here, I trust, my pious friend, of the 
contracted bigotry of party spirit; and fourthly, if permitted, 
(above all,) to gratify a fervent desire to exalt my great — 
God and Saviour, whose glorious person, transcendant 
name, incomparable love, and full, free, and everlasting 


| _ salvation, are the exhaustless themes of my highest studies, 


__-and worthy of our noblest praise. They are thus affection- - 
_ ately presented to the Christian reader by the Author, who, 
fully conscious of the inadequacy of mortal powers justly _ 
to celebrate such subjects, prostrates both himselfand these, _ 
__ at the feet of his beloved Lord, humbly praying that he will 
__ pardon all that is amiss, and kindly attend with his gracious 
| of wh whatever in them is agreeable to his wai word 


to whose name be glory for ever. _ 


Kind reader, affectionately yours, - 
in our common Lord and Saviour, = 


SAMUEL MEDLEY. 


. 
it 
4 
Pa * 
a 
ov x wey 
& 
3 
> a 
> 
i 
ORE 4 
+ 
d = 
wie 
= 
= 
2 
< 
i 
j= 
4 
righ 
‘a 
af 
4% 
44 
} 
. 
i 
3 
4 4 
4 
poe 
> 
fe 
4 
ty 
a 
‘ge 
. 
ha’ Tea « 
ef! 
. 
ae 
‘ 


HYMN I.- (L, Mi) 


1 Exa.rep Jesus, glorious Lord, 
For ever be thy name ador’d; | 
Of thee our souls with rapture sing, 
Redeemer, God, Salvation, King. 


2 Low at thy feet archangels bow, 
We join their sacred worship now ; 
And well may we loud anthems sing, 
For who redeems like Zion’s King? 


3 Who, like the Lord, came down to die, 
And left for worms his throné on high? ~ 
Who spread this feast of precious things? 
Jesus our God, the King of kings. | 


‘4 Ye happy saints with ardor join, 
To bless compassions so divine ; 
Soon we shall rise on seraph wings, 
To praise the matcliless King of kings. : 


5 Fear not'to sing thou weakest saint, 
Go in his strength and never faint ; 


Thine everlasting safety springs, = 
From Christ the conquering King of kings. 
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6 Redeemer, Saviour, brother, friend, 
Once more to thee, our hearts ascend ; 
Once more, before we hence remove, 
We worship at thy feast of love. . 


- 


DOXOLOGY. 
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, _ 
The triune God whom christians boast ; — 
_ From earth to heaven our raptures adit 
Hail universal ne of Kings. : 


(HYMN IL (CM) 


1 Jusus we hail thy dying love, 
And bless thy rising power ; 
Their sweetest influence may we sees 
In this refreshing hour. es 


2 Vain thoughts and cathborn cares depart, 

Nor hope nor wishes roam ; | | 

On our eternal home. | 


3 There thro’ a Saviour’s bleeding woes, — 
May we. with joy ascend; 
And see the who and rose, 


4 And at his feet-adore,. 
And sing with loud onaloin,... 


(As on seraphio wings we soar,).. 
The glories of his name. | 


a 


- 


‘56 Grateful 
Prepared by dyinglove; 
For this, while endless ages last, 
Why praises shall improve. 
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6 More grace which Thou slone canst give, Pp 
As promised in thy word, 
O still impart that while we live, 
We live to thee our Lord. __ 


DOXOLOGY. 
Blest be the Father of our Lord, 
The Son most blessed too; 
Blest Spirit seal us from thy word, 
Te each, all prvise is due. 2 


HYMN (S.M.) 


] Yxs, we are met once more, 
To sing redeeming love; 
Dear Lord, fergiveness te implore, 
And faithfulness te preve. 


2 O! in that awful day, — 

sudden darkness spread, 
When the hard rocks disparted fay, 
And graves gave up their dead: 


3 When betwixt earth and heaven, 
The Saviour hung display’d, 
were our trespasses forgiven ; 


Coula have sustain’d that tt | 
And groan’d and bled on Calvary’s height? 


None but the God of power, 


5 Well may wesighand mopm, 
O’er sorrows.thou bast felt; 
And humbly $9 our God reture, 

Confessing all pus guilt. 
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6 Not angelscancomprise, 
Thy worth, redeeming Lord! 
Tho’ they with strong immortal eyes, 
Still look into thy word. — 


| 7 Thy wisdom, love and power, 
And righteousness divine, 
Did more than our lost bliss restore, _ 


8 We taste the viands, Lord, 
_ Supply’d at thy command ; 
This sacrament, as in the word, 
_ Dear saints, to you we hand. 


9 Eat of this broken bread, 
And drink this generous wine ; 
And ever trust your risen Head, 
For Blessings more divine. 


10 Blessings that shall begin, 2 
To joys that ever last. : 


a 


Glory to God we raise, 

The Father, Spirit, Son; | 
We crown with everlasting praise, | 

For matchless triumphs won, 


HYMN IV: (L. M.) 


1 Pan, far beyond these lower skies, 
Up to the glories all hisown, == 
Ye ransom’d souls, lift up yout eyes, 
Where Jesus, your fore-runner’s gone } 
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2 Amidst the shining hosts above, 
Where every smile fresh rapture gives; 
Where all is wonder, joy and love; 
There Jesus, our fore-runner lives. 


3 High on his throne of dazzling light, 
Immortal glory he sustains ; 
By faith we view the blissful site, © 
_ Where Jesus, our fore-runner reigns. — 
4 There his bright course for ever runs; 
_ Glory his radiant crown entwines ; 
And brighter than ten thousand suns, 
Jesus, our great fore-runner shines. 


_5 He lives, salvation to impart, — 
To free from Satan’s cursed wiles ; 
Abounqing love o’erflows his heart, 
As on his ransom’d cburch he smiles. 


6 Before his heavenly Father's fuce, 
For all his saints he intercedes ; 
And with infallible success, | 
_ Our Jesus, our fore-ronner pleads. 


7 Come taste his iol each humble esi 
_ The symbols broken bread and wine ; 
For while eternal ages roll, ~ 


_ We hope to praise his grace divine. 


8 But when his saints shall all appear, 
_ At his rich feast of joys above; 

(Vanished this groveling world,) we'll nie 
_In louder strains exalt his love. 
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2 As Jehovah new adore him, 


14 
HYMN V. (P.M.) 


1 O eternal, blessed Spirit, 
_ Now prepare our souls to sing; 
- Ye who know the Saviour’s merit, 
Here resounding praises bring ; 
Gladly sing Emmanuel’s glory, 
Raise the great Redeemer high, 
Sing with all his love before ye, 
Till your voices reach the sky. 


God the everlasting Son ; 
At his table bow before him, 
Who the matchless victory won: 
All the hosts above are singing, 

Equal honors to his name; 
Join we them, enraptured, bringing 
Tidings of his growing fame. __ 


3 From his bright celestial mansion, _ 
Down to earth he took his way; 
Mortals sing his condescension, — 
In the tomb for you he ley ; 

At this feast of love confess him, 
Who display’d his Godhead thus; 
Here forget your woes and bless him, 
Your Emmanuel, God with ws. 


4 Yes, with holy joy and wonder, 
We'll his glorious acts rebearse ; 
Who by dying stilled the thunder, 
_ Of the laws tremendous curse; 
He who once on earth was bleeding, 
Fastened to the accursed tree ; 
Thron’d in heaven is interceding, 
For such worms as you and me. 
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5 Surely love like this will melt, __ 
Sweetly force you to come in ; 
Who know the peace of pardon'd guilt, 
Praises for the Saviour win: ~ 
Songs, dominion, glory, power, 
To the Lamb be ever paid; — 
Choral anthems every hour, 
Circle his adored head. — 


HYMN VI. (C.M.) 


On the Accession of Church Members 


] Gane King of glory and of tis 
Jesus triumphant Lord, 
What gracious smiles adorn thy face, 
Reflected in thy word. 


2 How are we oriviliged to he, 
Within the joyful sound ; 

And find forgiveness full and free, 
Both with our Lord abound. 


3 We hail the sceptre of his grace, _ 

_All powerful to subdue ; 

Hence in his courts, ye take your place, 
Accept our welcomes too. | 


4 Ye who have ventured to draw near, 
And join his saints this day ; 
Rejoice, dismixsing slavish fear, 

And follow Christ yes way. 


5 fis track denete from death and sin, 
_ To glory’s radiant throne ; 
Ye dear spectators enter in, . 

_ And trust the Lord alone. 
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. 6 Those sweet supports his saints have found, 
Thro’ the baptismal rites, 
For you are ready, and abound ; 
His bride the church invites. 


7 For you who know his saving grace, 
He doth this feast. prepare ; 
O come behold his lovely face, — 
His bounteous table share. Be | 


8 He sunk for you, o’erwhelm’d with woos, 
Which none but God alone, _ 
Could bear, and then the conquerer rose 
To guide you near his throne. 


HYMN (L.M) 


| 


~ 


At the Table of the Lord gtr the Death of « beloved Minister. 


(1 Our great Redeemer, Sovereign, King, 
Jesus, around thy board we sing ; : 
Thy praise shall stili employ our breath, 
In thee we triumph over death. ” : 


Death is no more among but foes, 
Since Christ the mighty conqueror rose ; _ 
"Tis finished, said his voice, and broke 
death, with God-like stroke. 
3 When ile die the flock may weep, 
Tho’ Jesus watches o’er the sheep; _ 
And the great shepherd ever lives, 


| Did our beloved preacher meet, 4 
Death’s cold embrace, then sunk to rest _ 
On the Redeemer’s gentle breast. 
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5 Ah! we shall hear his voice no more, - 
His labours and his toils are o’ér ; | 
From his dear lips, no word of peace, 


6 We taste thy wine, we bieak thy bread, 
Still trust our ever living head; — 

_ Will woes relieve, and wants supply, 
And guide and guard us till we die? 


7 Soon shall this earth’s remotest bound, 
Feel the great angel’s trumpet sound ; 
Then all the elemetits shall shake, 
While suints, with shout triumphant wake. 


8 Then shall our joyful souls unite, 
Pastor and church on Zion’s height ; 
Jesus will all his people bring, __ 


9 O choose a teacher for us, Lord, 
Replenish’d with thy holy word; 
To spread thy sacred truths.around, 
With sweet salvation in the sound. 


10 We mingle Zion's songs with sighs, 
_ As from thy table now we rise; 
Our weakness pardon, wants remove, 
And heal our souls with dying love. 


HYMN VIII, (C.M.) 
On hearing of Mitsionary success, 


] Mar at thy banquet, Lord, our songs, 
Again express thy noble praise ; 
_ Thy grace employs our thankful tongues, 
Ancient of everlasting days. 
| 
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2 Rich are the gifts of thy right hand, 


_ And sweet this hour of vows and prayer ; 
O may it please thee to command, 
_ Thy peace in blest abundance here. 


3 We learn the honors of thy name, 2 
Are spreading wide, with power divine ; 
Good news from: far our joys inflame, 
For gentile nations rise and shine. — 


4 Ye messengers of peace still go wae 
While to your standard nations flow, 


To bless the gospel’s joyful 


5 Give famish’d Heathens living bread ; 


The kingdoms for the Saviour claim ; 
The Gentiles shall his terror dread, — 
Then rise to bless his gracious name. _ 


6 O! what a scene wilt thou display, — 
saints of every 


7 Then shall gnillions:s: soar 


To join thy spotless trains 


To sing salvation evermore; 
And with Saviour live. aed 


8 Blest be the table of thy grace ;. 
Bless thou the preachers of thy ‘word ; 
Blest be thy saints in every place ; , 


And and crown our Lord. 
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| HYMN 1x 
| 
] OncE more we are met bia our Jesus’s name, 
His death to remember, his praises proclaim ; 
A nd while round his table we're singing his love, 
We ae he is smiling upon us —s 


og We bless thee, dear Saviour, init in thee we trust, 


Thou ever the same, the most holy and just ; 
We sing, and thy God-head triumphantly own, 
And hope to adore thee in midst of the throne. 


3 *Tis good to draw near thee, our God and our King, 
To eat at thy table, and worship and sing; 


To pay thee our vows, and to plead with our Lord, | 


all the rich in his word, 


4 Cole the spirit of prayer ; 
Descend from above, and thy glory declare: 
The Father, thyself, and the Son we'll adore, _. 
~ While menting thy board, and we trust evermore. 
poked 
| HYMN 
1 ransom’d souls 
And bless your Saviour’s name; 
Joyful to him lift up your voice, 
His righteousness proclaim. 


| | 
2 Tho’ once on Calvary’s height 
He bow’d his head and-dy'd, 
_ Now near the Father, crown’d with light, — 
He waits the church his 


3 Blessed be the 
Who did not turn away, 
from his Father's wrathful swords 
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20 
4 And still he 
bows his ear, 
| In gentle pi 
| down ; 
gentie pity ; . 
Our songs around his board to hear, : 
| 
In his most holy ways; . 
| | 
1 How shall our hearts and tongues expres, 
The' wonders of redeeming grace! 
1 | That we, who Satan’s paths have trod, 
i Are now brought near to feast with God! = 
| 2 In this great privilege we view, 
| What wonders Jesus’ love can do; 
And still his preci | 
H n precious blood we plead, 
ra 
| _ By which we are brough indeed 
are Drought near indee 
3 Needy and helpless, far.from home; 
Still for supplies. to thee 
Pp - we come ; 
We are dependant still 
4 shall we see thy 
Thy praise employ our latest breath; .. 


Our foes and fears be all destroy’d, 
Thy heaven inspiring smile enjoy’d, 
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6 In yonder realm beyond these bounds, = = = => : 
Where harmony of bliss resounds, 
Christ o’er his saints will ever reign, i 


‘We with awe and love adore; 
Loud lot our tunel: potren his’ pra: | 

2 Be thy grasions 
Saviour, at thy board appear; — CHES 
Ope the vision of thy love ; 
Thy dying, rising, heaven 

To waiting with new 


8 The suffering man, 
The cleansing water, mving | 
The spoiler wot bi 
Worthy | the Lomb of pele, 


4 Behold the Savidur God ascend; 

Ranks of angels line the way, apeaage 
Expand, ye gates of sevenfold day! 
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While sin and hell, his deadly vengeance feel, 
Dragg’d captives at his swift wing’d chariot wheel. 
5 Again, a choral shout we raise ; I 
‘Once more melodious notes of praise 
Before we part, and may thy smile, 
Still guard our way, succeed our toil ; 
And till thou bring’st thy waiting people home, 
_ The church shall pray, “ Lord Jesus, quickly come.” 


HYMN XI. M) 


Unto you who believe, he is precious. 
1 Jesus, how gracious is thy word, 
What comfort do thy truths afford ; 
All who with precious faith believe, _ 


_ With joy the Lamb of God receive. 


2 Not health, nor sides nor lofty fame, 
Nor envied honors of a name, 
Nor pomp, with all its golden glare, 
Can with a precious Christ compare. 


3 Is light most precious to the eyes? _ 
Is knowledge precious to the wise? 
Do fetter’d captives freedom need ? 

Then Christ. is indeed. 


How precious is his righteousness, _ | 


5 How precious is this sweet repast! 
The Lord is good, O see and taste! 3 
‘Or we had ne’er obtained a place, 

At the rich table of his grace. — 
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6 As we draw near our journey’s end, 
More sweetly smiles our precious friend ; 
O soften all our dying bed, . 
And with kind hand support our head. 


7 Our sleeping dust mstilin his care, | 
His eyes be ever watchful there; _ 
[ Till thro’ transforming precious grace, 
| We see our Saviour face to face, 


nea 8 Then we with him to heaven shall go, 
His full perfections there to know ; 

And all eternity along, rent 
A precious Christ shall be our song. 


a ek 9 Amongst them, Lord, may I be found, 
we With thy long-suffering mercy crowned ; 
Not Gabriel’s harp than mine more sweet, 
When bow'd at Jesus’ precious 


HYMN XIV. (L.M). 


] WHEN we surround thy table, Lord, 
To meditate thy dying love ; 
Then in fulfilment of thy word, 
May we thy gracious presence prove. 


2 Here may our hearts be all serene, nl, 
And every vain and wandering thought = 

Be banish’d far, nor come between 

Christ, and,the wonders he has wrought: » 


3 Here may our faith and hope be strong, 
Love and repentance here abound ; 
And every grace of heart and tongue; _ 
In lively exercise’ be found. 
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| 4 Here may we lie ‘at thy dear feet, 


And sing redemption, full and free, — 
And each in faith, these words repeat, — 
«He and gave himself for me.” 


5 Here may our whats deportment 
_ © That we with Christ have truly been ; 
And sweetly find his dying love 
Has been to us the death of sin. 


6 Upheld by him may we go on, 
_ Following in all his holy ways ; 
Till we’surround the immortal throne, 
And sing with rapture Jesus’ praise. 


“HYMN XV. M.) 


In cheerful notes of love and praise ; | _ 
Who reigns to everlasting days. 


To raise our groveling thoughts above; 
To bless our meeting condescend, = = 2 2 
While we surround thy feast of love. 


3 Lord, twas thy wondereworkinghand 
That taught oor sols the worth of prayer; 
O! may it please thee to command 
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5 Of thee what wondrous things are told! ace 


- On thee we cast our every care; 
In thee what glories we behold! 


Like thee one day may we appear, 


6 Be thou our refuge in distress ; 
_ Our thoughts, our tongues, our lives, employ : 
Be thou our strength and righteousness, _ ee a 

And thy salvation all our joy. 
| 

7 To dying love what praise belongs ; t 

Our heavenly mansions, Lord, prepare: | 
(We crown thine ordinance with et) Ri 
O bring our spirits safely there. 


\ 
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HYMN XVI. (CM) 


Dear ssints attend your Saviour's voice,” 


Let earth-born sorrows cease ; Las 
For while his table you surround, 


| What tho your hearts with sorrow Bleed, 
And foes, and fears increase; sins 


He dy’d to make your pence. 


Tho’ you must pass thro’ 
‘To gain your full release; 
His promises he'll then 


Tn Christ, ye shall have ogee 
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5 Then his full: glories you shall view, 
_ Where joy can ne’er decrease ; 


Rise, let us in peace. Ver 


l My soul now arise, | 
My passions take. ming 
Look up tothe 
And cheerfully. sing; 


In praises address’d : | 
How boundless the subject, 
Thou greatest and best! 


# The beams of thy grace, 
Are passing all worth; 
The smiles of thy. face, . . ore aul 
Are heaven on earth; .. 


And enraptured each, guest. 


3 When conflicts begin, 
From various parts ; 


A shower of his darts; 
Tis true he may sorely 
Thy spirit molest ; 
Yet know this most surely, 

"Tis all for the‘best. 


4 For, O! the blest day. .. 
And soon ‘twill aly 


‘Crowns are laid up, ye saints you ; 


When round us they shine, 
How richly we feast 


And satan throws in,...... 
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HYMN XVII. (P.M) 
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‘When freed from our clay, @ 
We shall mount to the skies; Baer 

And the way he has led us, 

( The meansshe has blest; 

_ And the love that hasfedus, | 
Shall sweeten ourrest. 


DOXOLOGY. 

: All glory to God, 
The Father and Son ; 

And the Spirit most good, 

Onearthis begun: 

Thou desire of each nation, | aoe 

All glorious Three; § 

All worlds shall agree. | 


i 
| 
| HYMN XVIII. (S.M.) 


1 Oun God before thy throne, 


Joyful would we'appear; 
With choral songs thy table crown, | 
meet and bless ushere) 


¢% 


-Tokens of love around us shine, 


And smiles of tender care.» oft Uk | 


3 Our follies past forgive; or 

In faith and Ou $5 | 


‘ te 


4 Confirm our in this: et 


ote 


In love and: hély tet oni 
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5 Continue life and breath, — 
To serve thy purpose Lord ; 

Or sweetly take us home by death, 

Thy goodness to record. 


6 For thou wilt all | 
‘We'll crown thee with our praise ; 
And O! to everlasting years, — 
Our grateful sta we'll raise. 


And may a precious Jesus be, 
At his own table near. 


ated 


pOXOLoGY. 


All Lordtothee, 
_On thy bright throne above; 
The Father, Son, and Spirit Three, 
Are One in saving love. 


H YMN XIK.. 


1 for a bright if 
To bear our raptur’d souls away, 
To where his saints immortal réign, 


tha omg with moral beth: 
‘His cross is our eternal gain 
“Worthy the Lamb that 


Exalt the theme of dying love; 
Divine the notes, and sweet the'strain—._ 
“Worthy the Lamb that once 
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29 
4 Worthy earth’s:‘many crowns to wear, ; 
While everlasting yearsremain, 
“Worthy the Lamb that once was slain.” 
5 Join, dear spectators; ‘join ‘our songs, 
Enter his court, and sing again, 
“ Worthy the Lamb that once’ was slain.” 
6 The of imibontab bore 
Shall raise a noblesongabove;. 
Of distance none shallthere: complain, 
Thy condescension we record; 
QO! smile upon our feeble strain— 
Worthy the Lamb that once was slain.” 
HYMN XX: M. | 
1 Jorn, happy souls'who know’ 
To bless him for his‘holy'word; 
Now let your noblest powers awake, = 
While of his bounty you pattake. 
Tho’ in a world of sin 
_ Surrounded by infernal foes, 
Exalt your shield, ‘and ‘thro’ break,’ 
| 3 Tread this vain world teineath your feet, 
With all its cobwebs of deceit;) 
Its frowns and obloquy despise, | 
To solid good, and glory’ rise. 
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4 If call'd with earthly things to part, 
Resign them all with'cheerful heart; 
’Tis blest to die for Jesus’ sake, = 


5 Dear Jesus, in thy faithfulhands) 
How full and firm salvation 
Nor death, nor hell, can e’er. ae 
One ransom’d sinner from thy side. 


6 How blest to live, how sweet todie, 
With Christ and glory shining nigh! _ 
From his dear table to remove, 

‘To the great marriage-feast above. _ 


: 7 Yes, friendly death, with welcome stroke, 
es Will loose the chain, and break the yoke; 
On seraph wings we then 
Enter, and leave his courts no more. 


HYMN XXI. (C. M.) 

1 Wirn honor be thy name declared,),. 
Thou God of love and power; . 
For all thy saints thou hast prepeced: rey tal w 

Pleasures for evermore, Vinod 4c 


Kind Saviour; send, from thy,right Hex 
The of thy grace...) 


2 Around thy table, while. westand» 


3 We meet at divine ‘command, | T 


O!m wise, | 
: ake US wise, to erstand. 
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4 What praise doth dying love demand 
Our inmost souls adore ; 


In faith, we hope at thy 2 i hand, 
To sing for evermore. | 


5 While passing thro’ this desert land, 

Thy presence may we prove; 
And thro’ the Jordan, thy fa hand 

Conduct to blissabove. | 


4 


HYMN XXII.” (P.M) 


1 Dear Jesus with thee, how pleasant to be, 
life and delight of thy saints; 
Of thy mercy: we sing, and to thee we bring 
Our sorrows, and fears and complaints. 


When hanging on Calvary’s tree; mane 
The work was divine, the glory be thine, § — 


Thou hast died for poor sinners like me!\ ‘°° 


3 Thy wisdom supreme, continues to beam, — * 

My shield and my sun, since my race I begin; 

Enrich and: accept of my song. 


4 The faithfulness, Lord, revealed'in thy word, 
Revives and rejoices each heart ; dit 
[t ever endures, and sweetly assures, 

That from us thou’lt never depart. ity 


5 We bow at thy feet, thy family 

And joyful thy table'surround; 

‘Tis here we revive, immortal:to live, 
We were lost, but in Jesus are found.» 
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6 No wonder our song should — ~~" 
To hymn thee in glory above; | 
Transform’d by thy grace, ever viewing thy face, 
And adoring omnipotent love. = 


7 To serve thee below, thy wisdom bestow; 

May we follow thy footsteps in peace, 

Recommending our Lord, und the truths of his word, .. 
And beholding thy churches increase. 


HYMN XXII (P.M) 


1 O now for a,rapture, divine as the theme — 
Of Jesus's love, who dy’d:toredeem 
The vilest of sinners, andraise them above, = 
To the courts of: his. grandeur, the. mansions of love. 


2 Wake every passion of pleasure and joy, Bodden | 
For each in his.loye there’s.delightful employ; _ 
The heights aud the,depths. of cur Jesus's 
Eternity only can. proclaim, 


3 Bright us, your bting, 
How low are our notes. to, the triumphs you sing; 
You well know the subject, the music,. 

And all the thas to,it-belong. 


2) 


“4 Encircled, with glory.and splendour divine, od’) 
Our Jesus behold, in hismajesty shine! 
His smiles fill all heaven with. praise and delight, — 
And angels press fopward to gaze on the sight. _ 


5- They gaze and: they wonder, enraptured to see 
In redemption all power and perfection ugree ;_ 
They walt on id 
"Thr choral of nite pie. 
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6 To Jesus, Jehovah, enthroned above, | 
We meet to present our affectionate love ; 
At the banquet of mercy, adoringly ery, 
All worthy the Lamb, ow thigh. 


Our souls when this wilderness world we shall leave; | 


“O then to our Jesus, the glorious I am, 
We'll join the full chorus of “‘ Worthy the Lamb.” 


| 


HYMN XXIV. (C.M,) 


to peaion thy name, 

all our powers agree; 
Worthy art thou of boundless fame, 

9 In dying love we will rejoice, ) 

_How sovereign rich and free! 
The gifts bape een, 

On 


Can guilty rebels flee? fe 
But to thyself, thou bidst us come ; 


4 Some tempted, weak, and trembling sin, 
May at thy table be; 
Encourage and sustain the faint ; 


5 O may thy churches lacie 
And all thy glory see ; 
As we are known, O may we know ; 
Onur springs are all in 
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6 The sweet Laces of thy grace; 
We frequent will renew ; 

Till we behold thy unveil’d face, 

That great transforming view. — 


7 Then with inimortal strength’ we'll raise, 


~Hosannah’s heavenly King; 
shed who like ransom’d men can praise, 
"Like Zion’s travellers sing? 


8 Angels, with all your lofty powers, 
To mortals here give place ; 


This triumph ‘is divinely ours, : 
We're trophies of his grace. : 


9 Blest be the hand which still supports a 1 


You in your fair abode ; 
We trust to see the golden courts, 
_ And there adore our God. 


] of mercies, God of grace, 


O meet us now ith ailing 
And banish every fear. 

2 laa d by thy gracious. word,” bi 


3 Lord let not unbelief or pride, — 
Shut up our hearts from thee ;— 


_ By grace while sitting near dete 


Vouchsafe to set us. free. 
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4 Thy loving smiles we would enjoy, | 

And O those smiles secure; 

Let humble prayer be our employ, 
Dear Lord supply 


5 Lord, tho’ thy grace has touch’a each wee 
With its benign display ; 
More of its influence still impart, — 
We still have need ‘to pray. 
6 Dear Lord, our hearts to thee we give, 
While thus assembled here; — 
Wilt thou the worthless boon receive, — 
us in thy fear. 
| 
7 E’er long tise storms ‘will all be sil, 
And sin and sorrow flee ; 
| Then shall we reach fair Zion’s hill, © 
And with our Sayiourbe. 


; 


1 Breartue gracious spiriton my 
And strength and liberty impart 
Toaid the thankful sound: 
Thy sacramental love we 


lope 400 asc 


Their thirst for honor’s empty name, 
To make their joys abound: 

We seek for honors far above ; : 

The harps and palms of Jesus’ love; | 
In bim may we be found. 
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8 Let groveling misers hug their gold, 
And smile to hear their thousands told, 
In love of money drown’d: © 
Jesus, my boundless treasure is, 
Riches unsearchable are his ; 


Let atheists let deiete scorn, 
That sacred page, the God-head born! © 
And fling contempt around ; 
What they despise, my soul reveres, 
Adorable my Lord appears; _ 
In him may I be found. 


5 Let vile apostates turn aside, 
And Christ and holiness deride, 
And slight the joyful sound: 
Thy word, thy ways, I'll never leave, 
But to the blessed Jesus cleave; | 
In him may I be found. 


6 This mortal life e’er long must fail ; 
O when we pass the gloomy vale, 
_ Thy love our souls surround! = 
And when we at thy bar appear, 
Thy gracious welcomes ay we hear, 


‘To glory’s utmost bound; 

When all ou with replete, 
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HYMN XXVIL. M.) 


] \ of Zion’s 

Let us at thy board rejoice ; 

Visit us with thy salvation, 
Raise to heaven thy people’s ale 

While tBy presence here imploring, 
Let us life and strength receive ; 

And with awe and love adoring, 
Thy great promises 


2 Grant us, Lori thy blessing, 

By thy Spirit and thy rod ; 

Still our humble faith increasing, 
May we ever feast with God : 

Let us, Lord, with sweet thanksgiving, 
Forward urge our heav'nly way ; 

On thy loving kindness living, 
Bowing to thy — sway. 


When we bow our heads and die, 
Still no evil shall befal us; 
Saviour, thou wilt then be nigh: 
Soon the conflict shall be over, 
Wip’d away our every tear, 
_ *T will excite our songs for ever, 
In 


“HYMN XXVIII. (L. M.) 


1 
Around thy table hear our call; __ 


Be thou the glory of our song, | 
_ And may we know thee and be strong. 


2 Weak in and pe vile, 
Yet deign at thine own feast to smile ; 


f 
* 
2 
& 
€ 
i 
| 
é 
’ $ 
3 
4 
4 
j ? 
i 
. 
4 
‘ 
4 4 
7 
2 4 
: 
| 
| 
} 
re 
de 


~ 


én 


~ = 


Who strength in weakness made: 


38 


Mercy and truth to thee belong, 
O may we know thee and be strong. 


3 Thiy power hes bell,... 
Thy strength let groaning Calvary Bde 


4 Hare, Lord, 
With sacramental wine and bread ; a. 


In memory of thy saving grace, 
We're strong to run th’ duvet 


Thy strength according to:thy cod, ‘ 
And daily this become our song, . ei 


VA 


6 In all thy ways thy presence. near, i 
Will aid our souls to persevere; 

And doubts and distance all shall flee, - ee ee 
And we shall do exploits by 


7 Praise to our God be ever 


With latest breath we'll praise 
Then with immortal. raptures 


HYMN XXIX, (8. M) 


Jehovah's gracious voice ; 
He spreads this table for his friends, 


We wonder and Fejoice. 


2 His presence here declares oe fe 
The meltingsofhisheart; j= 
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His dying blood , his heaven he shares 
With songs we take our part. 


3 What kindness:this to me, 
Might each exclaim eternally, 
‘While weeping we adore. 


To all whom he has lov’d ; 
The covenant of the God of peace 


Shaul never be remov'd. 


5 sealed blood, 
_ On which my soul relies ; aS 


Dear purchas'd by my tying Cod,” 


Here all thy comfort see ; 
For ‘tis Jehovah, Jesus saith 
to ransom thee. 


In heav’n with raptures' strong; 
The covenant seal’d with blood, shall be 


son 
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HYMN XXX: Ey ides 


1 holy calmness, dying Lord; te 


We take the comfort of thy word; 
Our humble souls with joy express: 
Our thanks, for Jesus is our peace. 


2 How sweet the savour of his name, eT 
Whose death obtain’d immortal fame; 
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_ Our ransom’d souls can never cease, 


To praise the God who made our peace. _ 


3 What light and life each spirit feels, 
While he his glorious face reveals ; 
And owns the conquest he has won, 
And shines of righteousness the sun. 


4 How condescending was the grace, 
Which gave us here a name and place ; 
O in thy church, Lord, may we shine, 
Heirs of inheritance divine, . 

5 May love supreme abound to thee, 

Brethren in peace and unity ; 2 

May each in holinessincrease, 

And likeness to the God of peace. 


6 Sing his dear name in sweetest strains, 


Tell the whole world our Jesus reigns; | 


Glory, and grace, to Jesussing, 
Saviour, God, Salvation’s King, 


HYMN. XXXI. (S.M.).. 


1 To love, 
We sinful mortals owe ; 
Our hopes of endless bliss above, 
This table here-below, 


His Spirit sanctify’d ; 


For ever we 
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And with these sweet memorials blest, 
We feast, and love, and praise. = | 
4 Call’d by the Holy Ghost 
From darkness, death, and sin ; cer 
Of his victorious power we boast, 
And daily conquest win. | | 
Be mercy, peace,andlove, | 
Here richly multiplied; 
Our hearts, and hopes be fix’d above, 
Where Jesus lives, who dy'd. 
6 Till in the realms on, high, 
The Trinity we sing; | 
And drink at founts of living joy, | he | 
That from his presence spring. 
1 For humble strains of praise and love, ae 0 
Now let the saints address their King ; 
Our thankful hearts ascend above, — 
And Jesus our great shepherd sing. 
2 The watchful, wise, and kind, and good, _ 
The heav’nly shepherd Jesus is; | 
He for the flock, paid down his blood, ee | 
By every tie they must be his. | 
83 He feeds them with a shepherds care, ; 


He guides their footsteps with his eye ; 
The lambs his gentle pity share, 
And in his bosom safely lie. — 


Our weary, weak, souls, ' 
ies He sweetly leads to endless rest : 
His voice the throb of fear controuls, 


This feast of love he spread and blest. 
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From thee, O never let usstray; 8 * 
But keep redeeming love in mer, 


6 Within thy fold of 
Enclose all nations by thygraces;- 
Let gentile worlds arise and shine, 


bd a 


Thy rod and staff shall us 
The darkness of death’s 8 gloomy yl, 
In faith thy footstep we'll pursue, | 
Nor of the crown of glory fuil. 


te 


HYMN XXXIII. (C. M.) 
1 Gop, my salvation, condescend, | 
To bow thine ear'to me; sad 
While I it. fol wor 
2 Weary of earth, ails and sin, 
Lord, we-draw near to thee | 


4 


Yon heav’ns are with thy presence blest, 

And there we long to Ps 


4 Lord, to thy table we-are 


O we would shout thine have 
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5 For thy salvation here below, | 
We ask, O set:us free; 

And let: us to thy vision go, 

_ For there we long to be... 


6 View, dearest Lord, each humble heart, 
| We pant, we sigh for thee;) ©) 
’Tis heaven if thou thyself impart, 
And there we long to be, 


“HYMN XXXIV. = 
1 Or mercy dear Lord, such as 
Now help us, thy children to sing ; 
From coldness set free, may our spirits|now be, 
While our thanksgiving we 
And dar’d thy-salvation despise; 
But delightfully trife; thy: love can subdue, 
now how: thy. goodness we prizes: 
aT 
3 Our ransom'to pay, and our enmity slay, — 
Did the Lamb upon Calvary bleed; 
"Twas Jesus alone our.sins did atome: - 
O goodness | 


4 Our wants to ‘supply, he ever is dyoehy t 
This table with love he: has crown’d; 
Upheld by his hand, adoring we stand, 


For how his, ‘mercy. abound...» 


5 From our vile is prone to 


And here we implore, his grace to restore, ae 
And his tp, 0s again. 


Confessing, we mourn. and complain; 
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6 Looking up to our head, we have eat of his bread, 


And drank his memorial wine ; 
‘How and Kind, the Gaviour we Gnd, 
In all his appointments divine. 


7 Bre lng we to death, shall yield up our breath 
For this may we daily prepare ; 
But our Jesus still nigh, his smile to supply, 
We'll triumph, and honor him there. 


8 And when at the word of Jesus our Lord, — 
From the tomb in his likeness we rise; 
With raptures of love, we shall see him above, 
And our shouts shake the vault of the skies. 


HYMN XXXV. (P.M) 


1 “Wuow shall I send,” the Father cries, 


And, “ Lo I come,” the Son replies ; 
I'll veil my glorious form divine ; 
_ And to mine own their nature join, 
That all my saints with me may shine, 
| To endless day. 


2 I'll satisfy the Inw’s demands, 


For allentrusted to my hands; 
Their bitter cup for them I'll drink, 
Nor from the woes of Calvary shrink, 
fo theme Thom the infernel beink, 


The God descended from above; _ 
What sorrows did his course betide, 
Till “It is finish‘d,” loud he cry’d, 
And thus to raise his people, dy’d, 
“To endless day. 
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45 
4 His messengers he sends abroad, 
To call his ransom’d back to God ; 
His flesh and blood he bids us share ; 
Unspeakable his favors are, | 


5 Hark! ‘tis the gospel trumpet sounds, | 
That free, all-conquering grace abounds ; 


That Jesus, by his precious blood, 

Is bringing his elect to God, 


_ 6 Transporting love! it cheers my heart, 
Removes my sins, and heals the smart : 
O the dire pangs he bore for me, 
While hanging on the accursed tree, 
To endless day. 


7 To him, and none but him we'll fly, 
_ That ark of safety, ever nigh ; 

Till palms of victory we shall bear, 
And crowns of praise and glory wear, 

To endless day. 


HYMN XXXVI. (P.M) 


1 Now may our souls attempts to raise, 
Around thy board in thankful lays, 
Our dear Redeemer’s name: 


_ Worthy the Lamb of all our songs ; 
_ Expand our hearts, and sound our tongues, 
Thro’ natire’s wondrous frame. 
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2 Far brighter than the noon-tide sun, Si 
Refulgent on the topless throne, _ 


‘He ever reigns and shines ; 
His pure celestial light descends, leaned 
To crown his angels, cheer his. ar ane 
His glory ne’er declines, e 


3 Legions of seraphs round him stand, oe ee 


Transported toobey command; 
Performing all his will: 


We tooon earth would taste the } joy, 
Of those thou deignest to employ ;. eit deere 194") 
‘By us thy. word fulfil. 


4 All glowing with immortal fire, 
There Gabriel tunes his golden lyre; . | 
What flights his voiceattains: 
While our incarnate God he sings, ae? 
And sweeps the sweetly sounding strings, ; 
That charm the ethereal plains. 


5 Millions of our race, 
Redeem’d and sav’d by sovereign. grace,» 
Join the triumphantsong; ... ... | 
And in ecstatic numberstell 
The gloriesof Emmanucl, 
6 There when we yield our latest breath, 
And pass the gloomy vale of death, 
_ May we unite our voice, 
In rapturous anthems ever new, 
And our Redeemer fullin view,,.. 
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HYMN XXXVI (CM) 


1A joyful song. ye saints ae By 
God all praise is due ; 
And cast on him your every care, 
For O! ! he cares for yop. 


Thus saith his word, most true ; 
Here cast on him your every care, . 

For still he cares for you. 

3 How great his tender mercies are, 
| And every morning new ; 
Then on him cast your daily care, 

For still he cares for you. 


| 


‘4 Afflictions oft his children bear, 
And comforts are but few ; 
Yet on him cast your heaviest care, 
For still he cares for you. 
5 His bread and wine provided are, 
For worms just such as you ; . 
Partake and cast your every care,” 
On who cares 8 for 
6 When this svile flesh. shall tear, 
And death appears in view ; 
Still on him cast your Acie care, oud 
for 


The faithful and the true; 


ror ever sure the: promise = 
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48 
HYMN XXXVI. (L.M) 
For a time of Persecution. 


1 Buess’p are the saints who suffer shame, 
And pain and death for Jesus’ name ; 


Who braving sharpest pangs, expire, 
| am e’en embrace the fire. 


2 Bless’d souls their mortal sufferings shew, 
Their faith how strong, their zeal how true ; 
Who for the Saviour yield their breath, 
Nor love their lives unto the death. __ 


That we might to his glory rise ; gat 


His holy martyrs he rewards, 


Their precious death is call’d the Lord’s. 


4 Prophets and saints have travers'd o'er, 


These rugged gloomy paths before; 


Thro racks, and flames, and seas of blood, 


Vile slanders, scoffs, and)numerous:wrongs; 


_ And glory that our sufferings raise, 
Thro’ faith and love, 


| 6 Hence at his table, saints be glad, 


For all who suffer for his sake, 


7 We taste thy wine, we bless thy bread ; EEE 


Thro’ faith, with strength, for all things fed, 
Our lives for thee we hope to spend ; 
O keep us faithful to the end. _ 


oy 
eS 
x ‘ 
~ 
4 
« 
| 
re 
} 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
> 
A 
< 
| 
4 
t 
ae 
ig 
4, ; 
| 
yan 
“ve 
; 


49 


8 And may our enemies partake 

Thy pardoning grace for Jesus’ sake ; 
And with thy thankful people join, — 
To praise salvation so divine. 


HYMN XXXIX. (S. M.) 


1 Now sing with joyful strains, 
That name for ever blest ; 
Jesus the Saviour still remains, 

His people’s glorious rest. 


2 Exalt your tuneful breath, 
His beauties to display ; 
He only has abolish’d death, 


3 He conquer’d all our foes, 
_ Our everliving head; | 
_ Triumphant then our captain rose, 
For death itself was 


4 thy board we 
great transforming sight ; 
Life and immortal glories too, 

By Jesus brought to light. 


5 Well may these truths, dear Lord, 
Qur inmost souls impress; 
And these memorials of thy word 


6 We join with heart and voice 
To sing redeeming love, | 


In nobler songs.above. 
B 2 
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| | ] Bryonp, or or 
in _ The christian’s lofty visions range; 
_ We penetrate beyond the night, 

dp pee _ To realms of everlasting light. 


— 2 We hope, escap’d from death and sin, 
2 Eternal glory to begin, 

th a _ And join with angels in their song, 

| it Divinely sweet, divinely, strong. 


3 We hope to see his se head. 3 
Who for our sins came down and bled ; 
Who rose triumphant from the grave, _ 
Tender to pity, va to save, 


To bow before the eternal throne; 
Presented by our Saviour there, 
By him sustain‘d that bliss to 


> 


And he who gave these pure desires, 
Gives us the earnest of hislove, 
And will fulfil our hopes 


6 Then from thy table while we ise, 
Let faith and hope renew our joys; 
And till thy people meet once more, 
And ever, we'll thy name adore, 
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In a tine Divisions, 


1 Brrraren, let us 


In the bonds of d : ts 
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_ Can it be a question, whether 


2 While we journey homeward; let us 
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At his table strife should arsuid 
"Tis in 
Hope, and joy, and love increase. 


Help each other on the road ; 
on every side beset“us, | 
Snares thro’ all our paths are strewer: 
| It behoves us, 
Each to bear a brother’s load. 


3 When we think how much our*Father °° 

Has forgiven, doth forgive;) 

Brethren, we should learn the rather 
Like our loving Lord to live ; ; 


4 What a is, 


We ’re permitted here to be ; 
Let us now prefer each other, 
Full of love; from envy free. 
Still rejoicing 
In the love we feel and seé, 
Soon our Saviour will,receive us. 
To the harmony above; 
Nothing then shal! harm or = us, 
O what gentlenéss we is tat 


Raise we to eternal were of od diol 


HYMN XLII. M.) 


1 Our passover is offered, up; disonod tnt Lisl 
The bread we break his situs od} tof 


His blood was shed to fill this: cup, . 
And O! was ever love like his? 
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2 The master of the feast has said, 


_ “ Be sure all leaven to remove, 
« And keep it with the fragrant bread 
“ Of truth, sincerity, and love.” 


3 many things to shew 
_ _The joyful day is near at hand, 
When truth shall spread, and sinners know 
The Saviour’s grace from land to land? 


Boge Or cease their earnest cries to raise, 
Until Jerusalem is blest, 


And through the earth becomes prise | 


How blest are they who know his name, 
And share at last with saints above 

‘The marriage supper of the Lamb. 
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1 Now let a song of sacred joy 
_ Each grateful heart and voice employ, 
While in communion sweet, we tell _ 


2 Far, far these 

 Beyond‘the reach of mortal eyes, 
he in unveil’d grandeur dwell, 


3 The highest notes that seraphs raise, 


Norcan the softest anthem tell 
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4 On wings of everlasting love, 
For us he left the realms above ; 
With sinful worms he came to dwell, 
The Saviour God, Emmanuel. 


5 This broken bread, this generous wine, 
Shew forth his death in kind design ; 
Yes, we remember, sing and tell 
Thy sacrifice, Emmanuel. | 


6 Hail, great Redeemer! highest praise 
To thee, to thee we'll ever raise; _ 
Till with our conquering Lord we dwell, 
And ever sing Emmanuel. | 
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1 Saviour, be thou with us going 
With the world to mix again ; | 
Tis thy strength we trust to, knowing | 
We are weak as other men : 
Osupportus, 
Till with thee we live and reign. 


2 Precious is thy word of promise, — 
Sweet to sit with brethren here, _ 
While thy supper is before us, 
And we trust, thy presence near: 
In our trials, ; 
Thou hast bid us not to fear. 2 


8 In thy we bid 
To the world, its smile or frown; 
On thee is our whole reliance, 
Saviour, we are not our own: _ ; 
“Happy'arewe, 
When we trust to thee alone. _ 
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4 May we thus till life is over, 
Look to thee, and constant prove ; 
Every day fresh cause discover, 
To admire, obey, and love: © 
Till victorious, 
We to perfect bliss remove. 


5 There to see our Saviour’s glory, 
There to serve him without fear, — 
There to tell the wond'rous story, _ 
Of the grace that brought us here: 
And for ever, a 
Praise the name to sinners dear. 


HYMN XLV. (L.M.)_ 


1 O had I wings, with speed I'd go, : 
To yonder realms of spotless light ; 
I'd from thy blessed feast below, a on 


Now take my everlasting flight. 
2 I'd ask admittance there 
Without pretension, ought but this ; z3 

A sinner sav’d by grace alone, 


= 


That grace that for the is, 
+ 


3 OI would praise with those above, 
Who owe like me their crowns, their heaven, 2 

To royal mercy: much they love, _ 
For much to has been 


A in heaven to merit 
T'was then I glory’d in shame, ae 
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5 But O that grace despis’d so long, 
- How richly did it come to me; 
E’er since his cross has been my song, 
Who came my only hope to be. 


6 Of grace here sing, 


Till I attain that glorious place ; | 
The o’er flowing fountain head and spring, 
Of boundless and eternal grace. 
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] J Esus, our Saviour God, we sing, 
His honors we proclaim ; 
The Lord of Lords, s 
‘Hosannah to his name. 
"Halll 


2 His throne for ever shall endure, 
To endless years the'same; 
His laws are fix’d, his’sceptre sure, 
Exalted be his 1 name. 


3 npr as his sun that rules the day —— er 


Emits a genial flame,. © 
His church his grace shall display, 
All 


4 He shall abide, when time is past, 
In being, glory, fame, 
‘Jehovah, Jesus, first and last; 
5 Surround his table, all ye saints, = 
And bless the Lord who came — 
To bear our griefs, and for complaints, 
Gives triumph to his name. 
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6 Ye rapturous choirs who sing above, 
Assist us to proclaim, Bi 
In songs of melody and love, 
Our Jesus precious name. — 
Hallelujah. 
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1 Breaxine bread in love together, 
As our master bid us do; 

We have joy and profit, whether | 

Men approve his word or no: 

When our Saviour meets usso. ss 


_ 2 Love is cherished and augmented, 

' pe While we keep the Saviour’s laws ; 
Allhis people are contented 
To forego the world’s applause; 2 

Pain issweetinsuchacaus. 


3 Saviour, hear thy people praying, — 
Hear usfrom thy throne of grace; 

O! be here, thy love displaying, _ 
Let thy church behold thy face: 

‘Tis thy presence, _ 


Renders sacred every place. 


4 Let us here have sweet communion _ " 


- Truth, the sacred bond of union, | 
Truth that makes thy people free: __ 


Heavenin prospect, 
Heaven, where saints thy glory see. 
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HYMN XLVIII. | (C. 


1 Iw fellowship we meet around, 
The table of our Lord; — | 
_ Let joy, and thankfulness abonnd, 
For is his 


2 The the Lora appointa, 
The heirs of glory here; | 
_ He saves, and by his grace anoints, 
And bids them nothing fear. 


8 The food they eat, is meat indeed, . 
‘That richest heaven affords; 
The bread of God, is living bread, 


Thon let our thankful abound, 

privilege is.great; 
Our Father’s table we surround, | 


HYMN XLIX, M). 
bs 
1 Gon is love, his wantin it 
is news.of heavenly 
_ Fly abroad and quickly spread it, 
Make it known thro’ all the biel 
is 


2 Not in yonder 
Where the Lord with crown’d, 
Reigns amidst angelic légions, 
will we brightest proof be found 
‘ That God is love: 
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3 °Tis on earth the Lord discloses, 
Heavenly love, how vast it is; 
To convince his saints of this,” | 
Tiiat God fe love 


4 ’Tis the man of sorrows yonder, 
Object of contempt beneath ; 
But in heaven of highest: wonder, SG 


Teaches fully by his death, 
Pity to the wretched movd him: 
Who amongst us will deny, | 


That is love? 


| 


6 Blessed truth and spend it, 
‘And unite us hk they hear, 
God is love. 


Bless’d be thou for every 
Jesus at thy table now ; 
May our conduct spread the 
While we Bladly owning bows 
is ore 
Till thy voicodball nese thee, 
Then exulting may'we rise; 
Giving us sweet welcomes hear thee, ® | 
Then well toeehoing skies, — 
Goa is love. 
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HYMN L. 
2 We sing the praise of who dy'd, 


Of him who suffer’d on the cross; 
The sinner’s hope let men deride, 


For Christ we count the world ‘but loss, | 


2 The cross, it takes our guilt away, 
ee holds our fainting spirit up ; 
It brings us round his board this day, 
Presents the bread and fills the cup. 


It makes the feeble minded brave, 
‘It nerves the christian’s arm for fight ; 

It takes all terror from the grave, 
And gilds the bed of death with light, 


That we might taste this pledge of love; 
He's all that sinners want below, _ 


alll the meaning of that word, 
Let yonder seraph legions try ; 
Gabriel’s topmost notes record, 
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Wl thine we, 


Aad wo (ihe 


2 Here kindly meet cach waiting 
And hearken to our prayer}> 

‘We look to thee, to be made whole, 
where else bat there: 


Beyond his Harp those heights high 
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3 To him who dy’d on Calvary’s. tree, 
Invited we repair ; 
Our help and comfort now we see, 
Are no where else but there. 


4 Around histable solemn peace >). 
And hope sooth every care; | 
And doubts, and fears, and sorrows cease,..,. 
Compassions all divine ; | 
And grace, and all we want beside, 
In thee for woe, mt aby 
On thee cast every care ; | 
Till we ascend to thee above, 


Apa dwell for ever there. 
Ty OT aston fei) i é3 ahs 


Jusus, before thy face I fall, 
‘My Lord, my life; my Christ, my all; 
O, T have no where else to, flee, of Yaawult f 


But to my thee. 


2 Here may ‘a soul thy, view... 
feast upon thy beauties too ; 
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